
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

June 2, 2024 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 
   We welcome children to be a part of worship. A nursery is also provided for those attending to the needs 

of infants and small children. 

(Please stand when indicated by *) 
 

Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) green hymnal 

With One Voice (WOV) blue hymnal 

P=Pastor, C=Congregation, L=Lay Reader 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Prelude: How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds (Bradshaw) 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

* Invocation           LBW p. 56 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

* Brief Order of Confession & Forgiveness      LBW p. 56 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
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mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

* Hymn: God, Whose Almighty Word       LBW# 400 

 

  



* Greeting           LBW p. 57 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

* Kyrie 

 

* Hymn of Praise 



* Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Work in us a perpetual reverence and love for you, O Lord, for we know 

that those who come to love your ways are never disappointed in the path on which 

you are guide. Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 5:12-15 

L A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 

12{Moses said to the Israelites,} “‘Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD 

your God commanded you. 13Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14but the seventh 

day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you or your son or 

your daughter or your male servant or your female servant, or your ox or your donkey or 

any of your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates, that your male servant and 

your female servant may rest as well as you. 15You shall remember that you were a slave in 

the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand 

and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath 

day.’” 
 

L Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 81:1-10 
The psalm for the day is sung. 
1Sing with joy to | God our strength* 

  and raise a loud shout to the | God of Jacob. 
2Raise a song and | sound the timbrel,* 

  the merry harp, | and the lyre. 
3Blow the ram’s horn at | the new moon,* 

  and at the full moon, the day | of our feast. 
4For this is a sta- | tute for Israel,* 

  a law of the | God of Jacob. 
5He laid it as a solemn charge | upon Joseph,* 

  when he came out of the | land of Egypt. 
6I heard an unfamil- | iar voice saying,* 

  “I eased his shoulder from the burden; 

  his hands were set free from bear- | ing the load.” 
7You called on me in trouble, | and I saved you;* 

  I answered you from the secret place of thunder 

  and tested you at the wa- | ters of Meribah. 
8Hear, O my people, and I will ad- | monish you:* 



  O Israel, if you would but lis- | ten to me! 
9There shall be no strange | god among you;* 

  you shall not worship a | foreign god. 
10I am the LORD your God, 

 who brought you out of the land of E- | gypt and said,* 

  “Open your mouth wide, and | I will fill it.” 
 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:5-12 

L A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 

5For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 

servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in 

our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God 

and not to us. 8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 

despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in 

the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 
11For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of 

Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at work in us, but life in you. 
 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

* Gospel Acclamation 

C Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 2:23-28 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

23One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they made their way, his 

disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 24And the Pharisees were saying to him, “Look, why 

are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” 25And he said to them, “Have you never 

read what David did, when he was in need and was hungry, he and those who were with 

him: 26how he entered the house of God, in the time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the 

bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to 

those who were with him?” 27And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not 

man for the Sabbath. 28So the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

  



Sermon: All the Reasons Why Not      Pastor Heidi Punt 

 

* Hymn of the Day: Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty    LBW# 250 



* Creed Apostles’ Creed         LBW p. 65 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth.  
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

   and born of the virgin Mary.  

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried.  

  He descended into hell.*  

  On the third day he rose again.  

  He ascended into heaven,  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic** Church,  

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

* Or, He descended to the dead. 

** Or, the holy Christian Church, 

 

* Prayers of the Church         LBW p. 65 

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according 

to their needs. 

 
After each portion of the prayers: 

A Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 
The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

* Sharing of the Peace         LBW p. 66 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

  



Offering The Offering is received as the Lord’s Table is prepared. All loose offering will go towards the 

Social Ministry Fund. During the month of June, the Benevolence Teaching Moment is on Congo Mission 

International. Please prayerfully consider giving to the Benevolence Fund. 
 

Anthem: O Lord, I love the Habitation of Your House (Bender)   Chancel Choir 

 

* Offertory Let the vineyard       LBW p. 66  

C Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,  

  and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.  

  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  

  that we may be fed with the bread of life.  

 Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;  

  unite them with the prayers we offer now.  

 Grace our table with your presence, and give us  

  a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

* Offertory Prayer Merciful Father       LBW p. 67 

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us--our selves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake 

of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

* The Great Thanksgiving       LBW p. 68-71 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right and salutary . . . (Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

* Sanctus Holy, holy, holy        LBW p. 69  

 C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might:  

 Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

  Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.  

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

  



* Words of Institution (32)       LBW p. 69 

P In the night in which he was betrayed,  

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

* The Lord’s Prayer        LBW p. 71 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen 

 

Agnus Dei Lamb of God 

  



Distribution of Communion 
All are welcome to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ, 

crucified and risen, is truly present in, with and under the form of bread and wine for the forgiveness of 

sins, life and salvation. All who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Gluten 

Free wafers and grape juice are also available upon request. Please fill out the communion card in the pew 

and hand to the Usher while following their directions to receive Holy Communion or a blessing. 

 

* Blessing           LBW p. 72  

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen 

 

* Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord     LBW p. 72-73  

C Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev'ryone what he has done.  

 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.  

 He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy  

  with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

* Post-Communion Prayer We give you thanks     LBW p. 74  

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 

strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward one 

another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

* Benediction The Lord bless you   LBW p. 74  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

  



* Hymn: How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds    LBW# 345 

 

  



* Blessing & Dismissal 

P You have been nurtured in Word and Sacrament now go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations 

C Baptizing them in the name of the Father, ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

P Union Lutheran Church you are sent! 

C Amen, amen, amen 

 

Postlude: Open Now the Gates of Beauty (Davis) 
 

   The ALTAR FLOWER is given to the Glory of God by Franklin and Dawn Merrell in 

memory of Walter and Minnie Eller, faithful stewards of the Lord, whose generous 

Posthumous gift enabled Union to purchase the first three octaves of our handbells. 
 

Note that as of June 2-Homecoming (August 11) we will only have one altar flower arrangement and no 

candelabra. This echoes some of our 250th Celebration traditions! 

 

Those Serving in June 

Acolytes: Micah Nguyen and Sam Nguyen  
 

Altar Guild: Jan Huffman and Nikki Nguyen  
 

Communion Assistants: Brad Huffman, Jan Huffman and Nikki Nguyen  
 

Lay Readers: Sharon Leazer and Micah Nguyen  
 

Ushers: Phil Cauble, Frank Merrell, Bailey Wilhelm, and Lucas Wilhelm 
 

Offering Counters: Patsy Lyerly, Sonya Mulkey and Vivian Sprinkle 

 
Augsburg Fortress license # SBL10475L © AF Liturgies License 

Augsburg Fortress license # SBL10475H © AF Hymns License 

CCLI License © #20615971 & CCLI Streaming License © #20615988  

Sola Worship Resources (www.solapublishing.com) — © 2024 Sola Publishing. Permission granted to 

active subscribers to photocopy for congregational use.  

Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®). Copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

During the period of May 16th 31st, 2024, Union Lutheran Church received contributions 

totaling $14,311.65.  This amount includes a donation of $4,894.28, from the John R. & 

Kathryn Walton Wise Fund.  During this same period, the church incurred expenses in the 

amount of ($8,701.39).  The result of this two-week period is a positive revenue of 

$5,610.26. 
 

Correction to the June Messenger:  Contributions to the Narthex Expansion Project in March 

totaled $1,335.00, leaving a quarterly balance of ($91,237.99). 

  



Union News 
 

Sunday, June 2 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

Peter's Vision of the Cloth ~ Acts 10:9-35; Ephesians 2:13-18 

   [Peter] saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let 

down by its four corners upon the earth. In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and 

birds of the air. (Acts 10:11-12) 
 

Drew Wise Adult Sunday School Class 

Glorious Riches ~ Galatians 3:19-20; Colossians 1:19-2:5 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 

Deuteronomy 5:12-15; Psalm 81:1-10; 2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Mark 2:23-28 

ELW Setting 10 with LBW Setting 1 
 

10:30 a.m. Recognition of High School, College/Tech Graduates: 

Morgan Deaton (Gray Sone Day School), Micah Nguyen (Carson High School); and 

Addison Queen (East Rowan High School); and Felisty Morgan Hunt (Stanley 

Community College) 
 

10:30 a.m. Recipients of Gerald Bame Memorial Scholarship 
 

12 noon Town Hall Gathering (Music Ministry) in Dutch Meeting Hall 

Light refreshments will be available. 
 

New: 2:30-3:30 p.m. Union Youth (Father’s Day practice) 
 

This Week’s Activities 
 

Wednesday, June 5 4:30 p.m. Haiti Pastors Bible Study online 
 

    7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 

Saturday, June 6  We congratulate Drue Davis and Hayley Baker on their  

upcoming wedding ceremony (off site). 
 

Small fellowship hall reservation all day (N. Nguyen) 
 

Sunday, June 9 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

Paul Preaches in Athens ~ Acts 17:16-34; 1 Corinthians 1:20-25  

“The God who made the world and everything in it ... gives to all mankind life and breath 

and everything.”  (Acts 17:24-25 ESV)  
 

Drew Wise Adult Sunday School Class 

Bold Ministers ~ Deuteronomy 31:1-8; 2 Corinthians 3:1-18 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 

Genesis 3:8-15; Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.9-35
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.13-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.11-12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2017.16-34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%201.20-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2017.24-25


Sunday, June 9 Continued 
 

12 noon Brief called meeting of Church Council to review monthly finances 
 

New: 4:00 p.m. Little Lutherans (5th Grade and below) and Families 

Swim Party at Genevieve Baker’s, 2550 Faith Road, Salisbury (28146) 
 

New: 7:30 p.m. Union Youth (Father’s Day practice) 
 

Altar Flowers are open for reservations on June 9. 
 

Deadline to sign up for 90 Days 

 

Footprints in the Community 

Serving those with Special Needs 
 

   Union is excited to collect items during the month of June for the Footprints in the 

Community’s Summer Camp (July 8-July 29) sponsored by Ashley Deaton. 

  Please drop off items on the pew outside the church office. 
 

   Camp supplies needed: Capri Sun drinks any flavor, Applesauce pouches, Individual bags 

of chips -any variety, Bottled water, Individual playdoh- any color, Small boxes of crayons 

(12 or 24), Kid scissors (rounded edge), Glue sticks, Packs of construction paper, Gallon 

ziploc bags, Sandwich ziploc bags, Gift cards to Food Lion, Harris Teeter, and Hobby Lobby 

 

250th Anniversary T-Shirts 

Cost: $20 per t-shirt (Men & Women) 

Order form and Collection of Money in the Narthex on Sundays 

During the week Church Office will take orders and collect money. 
 

   Several members of the Anniversary Committee will be available for orders and to collect 

money.  

   Please do not place money for the t-shirts through the offering. Thank you!  

 

Tuesday, June 11-Thursday, June 13 

VBS Pickled with Jesus ~ When in a Pickle, there is Jesus! (all ages) 

6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. (light meal provided) 

Volunteers needed! 

 

Family Fun Day 

Saturday, June 15, at 12:45 p.m. 

Tubing at Mountain Valley Express, 5373 Green River Cove Road, Sa Luda, NC 

Cost: $12 per person CASH ONLY Scholarships are available upon request. 

If you wish to bring a picnic or eat at the restaurant on premises,  

please be there by 11:00 a.m. 

There are many activities on the premises  to facilitate a wonderful family fun day! 



PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER… 
 

Nursing Home Residents – Pat Kluttz, Brenda Mahaley, Ruth Monroe, Jean Ray & Jay 

Rusher (Autumn Care); Frances Norris (Trinity Oaks) 
 

Homebound/Shut-ins Members – Sarah Bame, Rachel Earnhardt, Teresa Kesler, James 

Kluttz, Glenn Lowder, Rev. TC & Mary Plexico, Macky Swicegood, Effie Vellines, Billy 

Waller & Michael Walton  
 

Sick/Surgery/Recovery – Judy Boyd, Brenda Cauble, Phil Cauble, Lynn Coughenour, 

Glenn Honeycutt, Jr., Steve Hutchens, Jean Kluttz, John Knight, Wade Leazer, Sharon 

Moore, Kay Morgan, Patsy Sigmon, Wayne and Pam Vellines & Rev. Bob Young (son of 

the congregation) 
 

Continual Prayer –Janaya Anderson (Youth Friend), Jim Baker (Genevieve Baker’s 

uncle), Shonna Lanning Black (Jack and Deena Lanning’s daughter), Bill Broadway, Sharon 

Peeler Bullock (Sylvia Peeler’s daughter), Michael Curlee (Scott Curlee’s  brother), Billy 

Hutchens (Steve Hutchens’ brother), Betty Sue Lowder, Dr. Sean Malone (Pam Vellines’ 

doctor), Fay Miller (friend of Pat Kluttz); Della Morgan (Pam Vellines’ mother), William 

& Doris Page, Ben Smith (Cathy Painther’s brother-in-law), Glen Wall (Frank & Dawn 

Merrell’s friend), Pat Wiles (Genevieve Baker’s friend), Union Fire Department #76, Global 

Missions (Congo, Slovakia, and Haiti) & those affected by natural or political disasters 
 

Confirmands: Caylea Cline, Mallory Eagle, Landon Kesler, and Noah Trexler 
 

We lift up in prayer Eireanna Miller and Moses Miller as they adjust to their new home in 

another state. 

 

   Part 1: The Ten Commandments 

   The Sixth Commandment: You shall not commit adultery. 

   What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that in matters of sex 

we are chaste and disciplined in our words and actions, and that husband and 

wife love and honor each other. 
 

(Martin Luther’s Small Catechism ~ Sola Publishing 2010 Edition  Pocket Version page 8) 

 

Attendance 

May 26   43  Sunday School 

May 26   87  Worship & Holy Communion 
 

 
OUR MISSION: Christ Centered ~ Mission Driven~ Traditionally-Grounded ~ 

Congregationally Focused (Matthew 28:18-20) 
  

OUR 2024 VISION: “Love God and Love our Neighbor” (Mark 12:30-33) 
 

OUR 2024 ACTION PLAN: “By feeding, clothing, visiting, helping…” (Matthew 25:35-40)  

 


