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FROM YOUR PASTOR: BE STILL! 
 

   It has been a month filled with raging uncertainties all 
over the world; the war in Ukraine, the gangs in Haiti, the 
monarchy in England, hurting families and broken people 
in every section of society. In such times people will try 
to cling to whatever they can to find a sense of stability. 
   Imagine falling into a deep sea of water and not being able to swim…arms flailing, 
hands searching, lungs exploding, legs treading – instinct will have you reach out to 
whatever might be floating in the water! For a while it might offer you some respite, 
only to discover that it too disintegrates. 
   For example in 1 Kings 17, we meet a widow who is caught in the middle of a 
drought, she has very little left except for some flour and oil. In fact she has just enough 
to make one last meal for her and her son before they starve. There literally was nothing 
more! In the middle of the desperate situation Elijah requests that she give him      
something to eat. This would mean either her or her son approaching imminent death 
sooner. From her response we know that she did not believe in God. In fact she refers to 
“Elijah’s God.” One would imagine that instinct would have her cling onto what she 
had even if it would only offer her temporary relief. 
   Truth be told, are we not doing just that; holding onto what we have because of not 
knowing what the future might bring? Some might even argue its being responsible, or 
being a faithful steward. Do we not all have members in and near our families latching 
onto any type of relationship just so feelings of emptiness and loneliness can be 
quenched? 
   “Be still,” says the Lord in Psalm 46! The Hebrew term for this is “raphah,” which 
means “to release” or “let go.” Let go of all those temporary “floating devices.” They 
will disintegrate, they will fail us. God however is sovereign and all powerful, offering 
refuge and peace. He commands the forces of chaos (Ps 46:2–3) and the nations (v. 6) to 
stop their raging and recognize Him as God (2:10–12). 
   We learn from the widow in 1 Kings that it is Elijah’s faith and God’s spoken Word 
that brings her to relinquish whatever she has, trusting in a God who she didn’t even 
know. God obviously knew her and had Elijah specifically go to her. 
   In all these uncertainties, that might seem overwhelming to us, remember that God 
knows who you are. Remember that His is the only refuge we should spend our energy 
on and on Him is all we should be focused on. In doing so, not only do we find refuge, 
but also proclaim to those who do not know Him yet that God will see us through the 
war, the gangs, the grief, hurt, the brokenness…just “Be Still!” 
 

Joyful Blessings, your Pastor 



Empowered by Grace! October Sundays Stewardship Series 

 “You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”  

2 Timothy 2:1 

Strengthened by Grace 

If you’ve done some carpentry, you’ve probably tried pulling out some very stubborn 
nails. The strength of a hammer may not be sufficient so you’ve had to bring in a pinch 
bar, that two- or three-foot metal rod with claws on the end. With the power from the 
pinch bar, you could wrench the nails out. 

As helpless as we can be with just a hammer, we are even more helpless without God. 
As the pinch bar helps us with nails, God equips us for faithful stewardship. God enables 
us to understand that all we are, have, and do are the result of God’s grace in Christ. 
God’s grace not only brings us salvation, it trains “us to renounce ungodliness and  
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and Godly lives in the present 
age” (Titus 2:11-12). Knowing our lives are gifts from God’s grace, we live our lives in 
gratitude for who God is and what God has done for us. God’s purpose becomes our   
purpose. Strengthened by grace, we seek to do God’s will leading to productive and  
abundant lives. 

Even though we are sinful and undeserving, God loves us and wants only the best for 
us. Through faith, he tells us “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 
might” (Ephesians 6:10). Being in a relationship with God through his Son, Jesus, our 
lives have purpose, and we are changed from being self-centered, selfish people to people 
who serve God by loving and serving others through our faithful stewardship. 

By his grace, God equips and energizes us to do our best. The Apostle Paul tells us to 
“put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its             
creator” (Colossians 3:10). Being renewed by God’s grace, we live the Godly lives he 
calls us to live. We live a new life marked by the mysterious union with Jesus described 
by Paul in these words: “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 
2:20). God directs us to areas and activities he wants us to pursue. God takes ordinary 
people like us and does extraordinary things through us. We become his hands, feet, and 
mouth. 

Faithful Stewardship 

Stewardship is more than giving some money and a 
token amount of time. Stewardship is our response to 
the faith that God gives us through the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit through the Gospel. Stewardship is faith in 
action. Faith gives us access to God’s endless source of 
grace and power, and faith produces the works of love that we do in Christ. Through the 
continued reading and study of God’s Word and through faithful attendance at the Lord’s 
Table, we are nourished, strengthened, and sustained in our faith for faithful stewardship. 
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God’s stewards are on a lifetime journey of faith. In this journey, God is changing us 
from owners to stewards, from bondage to freedom, and from a sense of obligation to 
joyful obedience. The journey moves forward as our relationship with and our            
dependence on Christ grows. In our journey, God calls each of us to be faithful in our 
living, serving, witnessing, and giving. The steps we take are sometimes large,           
sometimes small, and sometimes even backward. 

As stewards, we understand that we are managers, not owners of what God has           
entrusted to us. God is the creator and owner of the universe. “For every beast of the 
forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills” (Psalm 50:10). We have been given the 
responsibility of managing God’s property according to his will wisely and effectively. 
As faithful stewards, our wills and purposes become one with God’s. 

Our lives as stewards do not start or stop at certain times of the day or days of the 
week or month. We are not stewards merely on Sundays or other special days. As          
stewards for Christ, we are to be devoted to a full-time effort and commitment to serve 
the Lord with our lives and possessions. Faithful stewardship requires our entire beings, 
and involves both our attitudes and our actions. It is a commitment of all that we are and 
all that we have to God’s glory.  

Christians Walk the Talk 
In the Apostle Paul’s letter to Timothy (2 Timothy 2:1-

7), he shares three analogies regarding the Christian life: 
 
A Combat Soldier: A good soldier serves his commanding 
officer with singleness of purpose. He avoids divided            
loyalties. A good soldier is faithful to follow commands, 
regardless of the suffering involved. As good soldiers for 
Christ, we will direct all our efforts to pleasing him and be 
willing to receive persecution.  
 
A Competing Athlete: If an athlete is to be successful, he must compete according to the 
rules. As Christians, we compete according to the rules by doing the will of our           
heavenly Father. 
 
A Hardworking Farmer: Paul is not telling us what to do but rather the blessings one 
can expect from hard and difficult work. As Christians, we receive the blessings from 
our Lord by doing his work with zeal. 
 

Empowered by grace … go and be a faithful steward!  
 

Stewardship Bible Studies during the week: 
Tuesdays, October 18 & 25. at 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays, October 19 & 26, at 10:30 a.m. 
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Sunday, October 2 
 

9:15 a.m. Kids Choir  
(Preschool-5th grade) 

 

9:35 a.m. Sunday School  
 

Children & Youth: A Laughable  
Promise ~ Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 

 

Adult Sunday School Class:  
The Birth of Moses ~ Exodus 2:1-10 

 

10:30 a.m.  
Worship & Holy Communion 

 

12:00 noon-4:00 p.m. Dan Nicholas 
Park Autumn Jubilee Parking 

 

Following worship the Union Women 
will eat a bag lunch and begin their 

meeting at 12:30 p.m.  
 

2:30 p.m. Worship Practice for Youth 
 

4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Union & Salem 
Middle/High School Youth at Union 

 

Nikki Nguyen has reserved the Altar 
Flowers for Sunday, October 2. 

Autumn Jubilee  
Dan Nicholas Park 

Saturday, October 1 & Sunday, October 2 
 

   Save the date for October 1 & 2, 2022 
for the 42nd Annual Autumn Jubilee at 
Dan Nicholas Park! While this year’s 
event may look a little different, Rowan 
County Parks & Recreation staff will be 
working to organize a successful and safe 
event for our vendors and attendees. Any 
North Carolina Governor Executive         
Orders relating to the pandemic that are in 
place at the time of the event will be           
followed. 
   Autumn Jubilee attracts more than 
50,000 visitors from across Rowan             
County and the state. Held the first           
weekend in October, the Autumn Jubilee 
celebrates the season with family fun, 
food, and craft vendors. 
   Please mark your calendars...Dan         
Nicholas Park will donate $1,000 to the 
Union Youth Fund for assisting with 
parking. Please  contact Thad Mulkey or 
Dusty Morgan, Sr., if you can participate 
all day or for a few hours on Saturday 
from 9:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. or Sunday 
from 12 noon-4:00 p.m. 

   Calling ALL Ladies! The Union         
Women are inviting you to meet           
following worship on Sunday,  October 
2, with a bag lunch.  
   During the meeting the women will 
make final preparations for the CLW 
Convocation on October 15, cover any 
other business, enjoy a program, and 
collect an offering. 

   Calling all Kids Choir (Preschool-5th 
Grade)! Mark your calendars now! The 
Kids Choir have begun rehearsing at 
9:15 a.m. It’s not to late to participate! 

   Finance Committee will meet         
Monday, October 3, at 6:00 p.m. to      
finalize the 2023 Ministry Support Plan 
and discuss church finances. 
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   In October, the Chancel Choir will        
rehearse on Wednesdays, October 5, 
12, 19, & 26, at 7:30 p.m. 

   In October, the Belles & 
Beaus will rehearse on 
Wednesdays, October 5, 
12, 19, & 26, at 6:30 p.m. 

   Pastor Heidi Punt will attend the        
Carolinas Mission Region Pastors       
Conference at St. Christopher’s in South 
Carolina from Tuesday, October 4-
Wednesday, October 5. 
   Also, Pastor Heidi will be out of the 
office on Thursday, October 6. 

Feed the Hunger Packathon 
Concordia Lutheran Church 

October 7, 2022 from 6:30 -8:30pm 
 

Vulnerable children around the world 
are trapped in poverty and without the 
hope of Christ; Feed the Hunger equips 
children with nutritious meals, Bibles, 
and school supplies so they can thrive 
and change their world. Whether it is 
food for vulnerable children in Sri 
Lanka, disaster victims in Kentucky, or 
refugees in Ukraine, you are changing 
lives through your prayers and support. 
Thank You 
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
• Donate  

• Each meal costs only .34¢
Please consider sponsoring 
one child with a lunch for an 
entire school year for $80.  

• Volunteer 
• Our hands and feet will be 

doing all the packaging of 
the food. Bring the whole 
family! (Ages 5-105) 

• Or Do Both!!! 
 

To register and donate online visit  
feedthehunger.org/clcpat or  

contact Sarah Brandt at  
sarahgbrandt@gmail.com 

   Confirmation Classes will meet during 
the month of October on Wednesdays,        
October 5, 12, 19, & 26, from 6:15 p.m.-
7:15 p.m. 

    Thank you to Jan Huffman for          
facilitating and Union volunteers for 
sharing a hymn sing at Chapel Time at 
Autumn Care on Wednesday, October 
5, at 2:00 p.m. 
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   Executive Committee will meet       
Tuesday, October 11, at 5:30 p.m. to 
prepare for Sunday, October 16, Council 
meeting. 

Sunday, October 9 
9:15 a.m. Kids Choir (Preschool-5th grade) 

 

9:35 a.m. Sunday School  
 

Children & Youth:  A Merciful Substitute ~ Genesis 22:1-19 
Adult Sunday School Class: Song of Moses ~ Deuteronomy 32:3-6, 10-14, 18 

 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 
 

10:30 a.m. Pulpit Exchange with Rev. Todd Cook, Millers Lutheran Church 
 

2:00 p.m. Mission Team & Social Ministry 
 

3:00 p.m. Little Lutherans (5th grade and younger) First Communion Instruction 
 

Janet Overcash has reserved the Altar Flowers for Sunday, October 9 

Good Timers 
Thursday, October 13, at 10:00 a.m. 

Location: Old Pine Center 
Theme: Oktoberfest 

 

   The Good Timers will meet on         
Thursday, October 13, at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Old Pine Center. The group will enjoy 
German dishes prepared by the group to 
be shared by everyone.  
   If you have anything German related, 
bring it with you on Thursday, October 
13. 
   All are invited for devotions, great food, 
and fellowship! 

Union Women needs YOUR help!! 
 

   The Union Women needs YOUR help 
in hosting the 12th Annual CLW          
Convocation on Saturday, October 15. 
   We have roughly three weeks to         
organize and make this statewide event a 
success! 
   Please contact the church office to         
volunteer. Thank you! 
 

Needed but not limited to the following: 
 Decorations 
 Set Up 
 Parking 
 Greeters 
 Floaters 
 Clean Up 
 

   Please prayerfully consider where God 
is calling you to participate in this event  

   Pastor Heidi Punt will be out of the 
office from Monday, October 10-Friday, 
October 14. 



   Lay Ministers will meet Wednesday, 
October 19, at 2:00 p.m. in Pastor          
Heidi’s office. 
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CLW Convocation 
 

Date: Saturday, October 15 
Time: Registration 9:30a.m.-10:00 a.m. 
Convocation begins at 10:00 a.m. 
Cost: $8 Registration includes lunch 
Location: Union Lutheran Church 
Theme: Symbols of our Faith 
Deadline: Saturday, October 8, to           
register 

 

   The Carolinas Lutheran Women (CLW) 
Council invites you to our twelfth annual 
convocation on Saturday, October 15, at 
Union Lutheran Church. 
   Registration forms are located in the 
church office. 

Sunday, October 16 
 

9:15 a.m. Kids Choir  
(Preschool-5th grade) 

 

9:35 a.m. Sunday School  
 

Children & Youth:  
A Servant’s Mission 

Genesis 24:1-4, 10-28, 50-67 
 

Adult Sunday School Class:  
The Call of Gideon  
Judges 6:1-2, 7-16a 

 

10:30 a.m.  
Worship & Holy Communion 

 

2:00 p.m. Church Council 
 

2:30 p.m. Youth Worship Practice 
 

Deadline for November articles. 
 

Reservations are open for the  
Altar Flowers on Sunday, October 16. 

Stewardship Bible Studies  
during the week: 

 

Tuesdays: 
October 18 & 25. at 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays: 
October 19 & 26, at 10:30 a.m. 

See pages 2-3 for more information. 

   Genevieve Baker, ULC Staff Support, 
will be out of the office from Friday,       
October 21-Friday, October 28. 
   During her absence, the church office 
will be open during regular business 
hours. 

   October is observed as National         
Clergy Appreciation Month (also known 
as Pastor Appreciation Month), and          
Pastor Appreciation Day — a day set 
aside within the month to celebrate         
pastors — is October 23 this year. The 
month recognizes the contributions and 
services of pastors, priests, reverends, 
ministers, and all other clergymen.  

   CLW Convocation (Oct. 15) In-Kind 
Gifts for Community Care Clinic: Food 
Lion & gas gift cards, small brown paper 
bags, individual alcohol pads, square 
gauze pads, sandwich and snack Ziploc 
bags (Please place items on pew across 
from church office.) 

   Deadline for November Messenger    
articles has been moved up to October 16 
with the Newsletter to be printed on 
Thursday, October 20.  
   Please contact the church office with 
any November information to be placed in 
the newsletter as soon as possible to the 
church office to be included. 
   While Genevieve Baker is out of the  
office, volunteers will prepare the             
newsletters for mailing and place in the 
Narthex for Sunday, October 30. 
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   Sunday, October 23, following         
worship, the congregation is invited to a                      
Congregation Lunch and Town Hall 
Gathering in the Dutch Meeting Hall. 
   We will be honoring our Worship        
Assistants and finding out how we can 
participate in the Worship service in 
2023. 

Sunday, October 23 
\Clergy Appreciation Sunday 

 

9:15 a.m. Kids Choir  
(Preschool-5th grade) 

 

9:35 a.m. Sunday School  
 

Children & Youth: Twin Troubles 
Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-45 

 

Adult Sunday School Class:  
Who Is King?  

1 Samuel 8:4-7; 10:17-24 
 

10:30 a.m.  
Worship & Holy Communion 

 

10:30 a.m.  
Recognition of Worship Assistants 

 

12 noon Congregational Lunch and 
Town Hall Gathering 

 

1:30 p.m. Worship Practice for Youth 
 

4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Luther League 
(Middle/High School Youth) 

Holy Trinity, Troutman 
 

Altar Flowers are reserved  
for Sunday, October 23. 

SPREAD THE WORD! 
 

   The entire community is invited on  
Friday, October 28, at 6:00 p.m. for       
Union Lutheran Church’s Trunk or 
Treat.  
   On Friday, October 28, our parking lot 
will be turned into the BEST PLACE to 
Trick or Treat in Salisbury!  
   Come on by and walk from car to car to 
get great candy (pre-packaged treat bags 
due to COVID-19), hotdogs (while they 
last!), car trunks decorated for the        
holiday and just all around good, safe 
fun! 
   The event is FREE! 
   Volunteers are needed to prepare trunks 
and for the event! 
   Contact Person: Dusty Morgan, Sr. 

   We would like to thank everyone who 
has volunteered in 2022 to help during 
the worship service as acolytes, crucifer, 
altar guild, communion assistants, lay 
readers, ushers, and offering counters We 
greatly appreciate you taking the time to 
serve your church in this way and will           
recognize you on Sunday, October 23. 
   Come to the Town Hall Gathering and 
consider what areas of ministry you can 
participate in for 2023!  



9 

How Can You Serve?  
 

   Union Women and Sunday School  
invites the congregation to donate items 
for the CLW Convocation (Oct. 15) 
Community Care Clinic In-Kind Gifts: 
Food Lion & gas gift cards, small brown 
paper bags, individual alcohol pads, 
square gauze pads, sandwich and snack 
Ziploc bags (Please place items on pew 
across from church office.) 
   Thank you in advance for your            
donations! 

Those Serving in October 
 

Acolytes:  
Tyler Goodman and Adam Thompson 

 

Altar Guild: Mary Hutchens, Patsy 
Lyerly, and Vivian Sprinkle  

 

Communion Assistants:  
Kevin Huffman, Elbert Kluttz, Frank 

Merrell, and Vivian Sprinkle  
 

Lay Readers:  
Ashley, Abbey, and Morgan Deaton 

 

Ushers: Phil and Linda Cauble, Mike 
and Brenda Cauble, and Frank Merrell 

 

Offering Counters: Jennifer Curlee, 
Doris Shepherd, and Wayne Vellines 

Reformation Sunday, October 30 
Stewardship Sunday and New Members Received 

9:15 a.m. Kids Choir (Preschool-5th grade) 
 

9:35 a.m. Sunday School  
 

Children & Youth:  A Family Grows ~  Genesis 29:1-30 
Adult Sunday School Class: David Anointed as King ~ 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 
 

12 noon Earnhardt Family Reunion in the Old Pine Center 
 

Reservations are open for the Altar Flowers on Sunday, October 30. 

Living Nativity  
December 17 & 18 
2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

 

   With the growing appreciation from 
the community we would like to           
expand our outreach with offering 
again a family-friendly, outdoor drive 
by live drama recreating pivotal          
moments surrounding the birth of          
Jesus Christ in vivid detail, with live 
actors, ornately crafted costumes,          
music, live animals, and elaborately 
decorated sets.  
   This year baked goods will be        
available for the drive by participants 
to enjoy. Please contact Jan Huffman 
if you can share your cooking talents! 
Friday, December 16, from 10:00 a.m.
-2:00 p.m. baked goods will be 
dropped off. 
   We need YOUR help to make the 
Live Nativity a success. Families are 
needed for stations, animals,           
volunteers, greeters, providing goodies 
& gifts, etc. Please contact Pastor  
Heidi Punt for more information on 
how you can participate! 
   A meeting will be determined soon 
to begin preparations. If you would to 
be part of the planning please contact 
Pastor Heidi. 



   The stewardship of our finances,        
service and time is an area of our lives 
where we can faithfully proclaim the 
gospel. Giving strengthens our devotion 
to Christ and frees us to live open-
handedly with the gifts God gives us. 
   We trust in Him and His provision. As 
people of faith, we give faithfully and  
generously supporting the mission of the 
church – Bringing Christ to People. 
   Avenues of Giving: 
• Weekly Sunday Offering 
• Mail 
• Online https://ulcsalisbury.org/give-

online/) (Please note a service fee is 
charged using online giving.) 

   Loose Offering on Sundays is           
distributed to: 1st Sunday (Social      
Ministry Fund), 2nd Sunday (Gerald 
Bame Scholarship Fund), 3rd Sunday 
(Building and Repair Fund), 4th Sunday 
(Youth Missions/Camps Fund), and 5th 
Sunday (Mission Church or Special). 

OCTOBER BENEVOLENCE  
Teaching Moment:  

Lutheran Services Carolinas 
 

   During the month of October our         
Benevolence focus is on Lutheran          
Services Carolinas. 
    Lutheran Services Carolinas (LSA) is a 
faith-based health and human services  
organization serving seniors in North    
Carolina and children and families in 
North and South Carolina.  
   LSC serves children and families by: 

• shielding children from abuse and ne-
glect through foster care 

• placing children in loving adoptive 
homes 

• providing welcome to refugees seek-
ing sanctuary 

• protecting communities through disas-
ter preparedness 

• enabling many men and women with 
varying life challenges or disabilities, in-
cluding those with traumatic brain injury, 
to live as independently as possible with 
residential or supportive services 

• providing housing and support for 
women in recovery from substance abuse 

• collaborating to provide affordable 
housing to low-income seniors (Lutherans 
in Hickory, NC, Dallas High School 
Apartments in Dallas, NC) 

• collaborating with four North Carolina 
PACE programs (in Hickory, Gastonia, 
Charlotte, and Greensboro) to provide 
comprehensive long-term services and 
support to Medicaid and Medicare             
enrollees 
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National Paper Shortage 
 

   Due to a national paper shortage with paper getting harder to come by and                
increasing cost, the church office presented the information to the Church Council in 
July.  
   To be better stewards and addressing the shortage head on, the weekly bulletins are 
set up encouraging hymnal use with the bulletin outlining the service. 
   One way you can help, is by receiving information sent via email. If you have not 
done so already, please contact the church office with your email address. 
   Other avenues for reducing paper usage will be addressed in the near future. 

   New look to the Church Calendar. To assist with reviewing the calendars on the 
bulletin boards, the church office has highlighted the calendar. Yellow is the Old Pine 
Center (small Fellowship Hall), Green is the Dutch Meting Hall (large Fellowship 
Hall), Bright Pink is Youth Activities, Grey is Meetings, and Blue is the use of both 
Fellowship Halls. 
   To schedule, please contact the church office by phone or email. 

   Union’s monthly newsletter, the “Union Messenger,” is intended to keep everyone 
informed about happenings within the congregation that effect and contribute to our 
ministry together. In order to maximize reach and minimize cost, the preferred methods 
of distribution are by email, and posting on our Union website (https://
ulcsalisbury.org/). All members are encouraged to use the newsletter as a resource to 
help you consider how God is calling you to be involved in the life of his church. If you 
are unable to access the newsletter online, or would just like to have a printed copy to 
refer to, the most cost-effective way to receive it is to pick up a copy from the narthex 
or church office. We mail copies to those members whom we know don’t have online 
access, are shut-in, or live out of town. If you want to be added to our email list, or to 
the mailing list, please contact the church office. 
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   Each week, the Sunday offering received to the Current Fund from the week before is         
included in the weekly news. Please note that we are in a large deficit. 
 

Financial Information 
Offering received Sunday, August 7      $5,227.00 
Offering received Sunday, August 14      $3,217.00 
Offering received Sunday, August 21      $3,055.00 
Offering received Sunday, August 28      $3,031.00 
 

Offering received Sunday, September 4     $3,352.55 
Offering received Sunday, September 11     $2,712.20  
Offering received Sundays, September 18 & 25, will be included in the October 2        
weekly news. 
 

Weekly offering needed to meet our Ministry Support plan    $5,556.00 
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   If you wish to have access to our WiFi, 
please use ULC Guest. 

   Each year the congregation approves 
certain benevolences as part of the yearly 
Ministry Support Plan. Members are        
encouraged to give to this by earmarking 
their giving as Benevolence.   
   Every quarter, the fund’s are equally 
distributed to the approved benevolence.   
   Please note that every month the          
weekly news and monthly newsletter 
highlights one of these benevolences in 
order to tell you the story of what they do 
and what difference your giving makes. 

   Church members and visitors are 
asked to please write your name on the 
card located in your pew so that we will 
have a record of your attendance.  
   If you would like Pastor Heidi to        
contact you, please include your contact 
information on the card.  
   Ushers will collect cards when you are 
coming up for communion or a blessing. 

   Did you know that the Mission Team 
will mail out cards (get well, thinking of 
you, birthday, etc.) to members of the 
church?  All you have to do is place your 
card and  addressed envelope in the blue 
basket in the Narthex. The Mission Team 
will provide the postage and mail the 
card out for you. 

  Two boxes of the Union Lutheran 
Church 225th Anniversary plates are 
available in the Hallway Cabinet for a 
small donation of your choosing. Please 
mark on your offering envelope Archive. 

   150 of the UNION HISTORY 
BOOKS written by Pastor Lippard are 
available for a small donation of your 
choosing.  Please mark on your offering 
envelope Archive. 

   If anyone has any old 
white or beige lace table-
cloths you can donate for 
a Christmas Tree Project 
at the church, please  
contact Cheryl Kluttz.  
   It is okay if the table-
cloth is stained or torn.  
   Also needed is at least 1/2 yard pieces 
of green and red velvet, and white, red, 
and green brocade. 

   Archive Room is in need of a 2003 
Yearbook, Pre-1961 Messengers, and a 
File Cabinet. 
   Please contact Frank Merrell if you can 
be of assistance. 
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Please mark your calendars now… 
 

   All Saints Sunday will be celebrated 
this year on Sunday, November 13,         
instead of on the 6th. 
   Sunday, November 6, 

) will be 
sharing the Word with us. During the 
worship service a love offering will         
be collected supporting Gentle Winds          
Ministries. 
   Also, the Kids Choir will be sharing a 
song that Mrs. Mary learned in Slovakia  
with us during worship on November 6! 

Honorariums and Memorials Gifts  
Given to the Glory of God  

during September 
 
   A gift was received for the Cemetery 
Fund in memory of Anna Rose Cauble 
from: 
   Arnold Cauble 
 
   Gifts were received for the Cemetery 
Fund in memory of Jake Cauble from: 
   Jennifer and Scott Curlee 
   Sylvia Peeler 
   Deborah T. Rinehart 
 
   Gifts were received for the Current 
Fund in memory of Jake Cauble from: 
   Pierson and Glenda Dean 
   Lloyd and Barbara Miller 
   Shiloh Reformed Church of Faith 
 
   A gift was received for the Building 
and Repair Fund in memory of Grace 
Morgan from: 
   Ruth Tomlin 
 
   A gift was received for the Current 
Fund in memory of Vernon and Zarah 
Plyler from: 
   Pierson and Glenda Dean 

Annual Chili Cook-Off 
November 5, 2022 

5:30 p.m. in the Dutch Meeting Hall 
 

   Chili and Dessert chefs we need you to 
come out and present your food for      
inspection. To vote all that is required is 
to come ready to sample many a chili and 
select your favorite! Please contact Brad 
Huffman (704) 798-2528 if you can         
participate by providing chili and/or         
desserts. 
   During the Chili Cook Off a Silent  
Auction/Bazaar will take place. Please 
bring items especially for the upcoming 
holidays! To donate items, please contact 
Kay Morgan at (704) 798-0213.  
   Proceeds to benefit the Narthex          
Project. 
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Altar Flowers 
 

   HELP! There are many vacant Sundays 
for the rest of the year with no reservations. 
Each week in the Union news is listed  
whether someone has signed up or not. 
   If you would be willing to donate flowers 
or to provide flowers on Sundays where no 
one has signed up, please let the church of-
fice know.  
   Gladiolas, small stemmed sunflowers (the 
larger stems tear up the oasis), cleomes,  
zinnias, snap dragons, tall marigolds,          
coxcombs, roses, even pretty foliage is          
welcomed. 

   The family of Zarah Plyler would like 
to express their deep appreciation to 
Pastor Heidi and all who reached out 
and helped make Zarah’s Celebration of 
99 years of Life a special tribute to our 
beautiful Mama. She loved her friends 
and Church Family so much. We thank 
God for each of you! 
 
Hi Union Family! 
  Hoping this card finds you well.        
Rodney and myself are doing well and 
are enjoying our tip. God’s creation is 
truly beautiful and we have met so 
many kind and generous people. We 
have 120 miles to complete the trail. We 
look forward to seeing everyone! 

Love Always, 
Rodney and Robyn Arey 

 
   On behalf of Union Lutheran Church, 
we would like to thank Matt Miller for 
his generous and thoughtful gift of time 
and back breaking work in fixing the 
sink hole in the church parking lot. This 
gift enables the parking lot to be safely 
driven and walked on. 
 
   On behalf of Union Lutheran Church, 
we would like to thank Larry Barringer 
and Ron Vellines for donating their time 
and energy by painting the wall in the 
large Fellowship Hall. The wall looks 
great and they saved the church from 
having to hire a professional painter. 

   On behalf of Union Lutheran Church, we 
would like to thank Todd Deaton for         
donating his time and energy by fixing an air
-conditioning unit. Because of his thoughtful 
and generous gift he saved the church 
around $400! 
 

Stuff the Trunk Thanks 
Dear Pr. Heidi and Union Members, 
   Thank You does not say enough. Because 
you were so generous with your supplies of 
scrub brushes, God multiplied them, with 
help from other NALC members, to supply 
enough for 525 full and 129 Partial Flood 
Buckets. It reminds me of Jesus feeding the 
5000 with 2 small fish and 5 barley loaves. 
What a wonderful blessing for those who 
will be in the midst of the next disaster and 
for all of you who were able to help. 
   We had about 130 people to help with the 
packing. It was a wonderful morning. 
God is Good, All the Time!  

God’s Peace, Betty Grubb 
Member of Evangelism Committee, Salem 

Lutheran, Salisbury  
bsgrubb@att/net 704-798-8172 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER… 
 

Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat & 
Wayne Miller, and Ruth Monroe (Autumn Care), 
Jean Ray (Brookdale), and Jane Shuping (Trinity 
Oaks) 

 

Homebound Members - Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Frances Norris, Billy Waller, 
and Michael Walton 

 

Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Bill Broadway, Mike Cauble, Phil Cauble, 
Lynn Coughenour, Ashley Deaton, Linda Hartley, Steve Hutchens, Tommy and Joan 
Kerns, Pat Kluttz, Nancy Kesler, John Knight, Margaret Lyerly, Eric Miller, Donnie 
Miller, Dwight Miller, Harold Miller, Dusty Morgan, Gladys Morgan, Jesse Morgan, 
Sr., Kay Morgan, William Page, Sylvia Peeler, Wyatt Thompson, Effie Vellines, 
Wayne and Pam Vellines 

 

Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Nancy Barringer (cousin of 
Larry Barringer), Evonne Batten (mother of Lisa Morgan), Shonna Black (daughter of 
Jack and Deena Lanning), Gary Brown (friend of Karen Barringer), Vanna Calloway 
(friend of Kat Clifton), Arnold Cauble, Janet Dunning (sister of Doris Shepherd), June 
Fraley, Pastor Gross (NALC Pastor in Ukraine with Russian invasion), Drew Harring-
ton (granddaughter of Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt), Amy Lowder Harrison and Jesse 
Morgan, Jr., Terry Holt (friend of Frank and Dawn Merrell), Emily Jones (sister of Jim-
my Plyler), Teresa Kesler, Bobby Lippard (friend of Union), Glenn and Betty Sue 
Lowder, Patsy Lyerly and Family, Joe and Sylvia McDaniel, David Mitchell (friend of 
Pete Nguyen), Della Morgan (mother of Pam Vellines), Dusty Morgan, Sr. Family 
(Dusty, Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty, Jr.), Hong Nguyen (mother of Pete Nguyen), 
Marvin Nunn, Sally Simmerson (friend of Lucinda Fraley), Hailey Swanson 
(granddaughter of Janie Lesley), Mary Trexler (sister of Brenda and Linda Cauble and 
Margaret Lyerly), Brinley Rose Upchurch, Kim Walton (friend of Lucinda Fraley), Un-
ion Fire Department #76, Haiti (recent earthquakes), Nigerian Christians, and those af-
fected by natural or political disasters. 

 

Confirmation Students: Caylea Cline, Mallory Eagle, Harlem Jones, Makenzie Poole, 
Emme Poole, Bailey Wilhelm, and Lucas Wilhelm 
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Good Timers 
 
The Good Timers met September 8, 2022 in the Old Pine Center with Doris Shepherd 
presiding. Devotions and prayer were given by Doris Shepherd. We had 11 members in 
attendance with an offering of $19.00 being received. The door prize was won by Faye 
Kesler. 
 
September birthdays: Gladys Morgan (10), Jimmy Kluttz (12), Jean Kluttz (14), Brenda 
Mahaley (26), John Kesler (27) 
 
No September anniversaries to report. 
 
Sick Report: John Knight 
 
Old business: A reminder to bring German dish to the Octoberfest to be shared by         
everyone. If you have something German related, please bring it next month. More         
details next month about the meeting in December. 
 
Our program today was bingo with Doris Shepherd calling out the numbers. The winners 
were: Patsy Lyerly, John Kesler, Nancy Kesler, Doris Page, Ruby Leazer, and Ruth 
Goodman. 
 
Doris Page had the blessing before we went to Cagney’s for lunch. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
Ruby Leazer 
 

Good Timers September Treasury 
 
Beginning September Balance      $382.20 
 

Received in September       $  19.00 
 

Ending Balance        $401.20 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Dick Shue, Treasurer 
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2022 HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES AT UNION 
 
The following activities represent some of the special highlights and events of the year, 
but they do not cover many daily, weekly, and monthly ministries and activities of        
Union Lutheran Church that takes place in our endeavor to serve our Lord Jesus Christ 
and proclaim His gospel. 
 
SEPTEMBER 
• 2022-2023 Sunday School Season began on September 11. During the 10:30 a.m. 

worship service the following were installed: Judy Boyd, Lisa Graczyk, Vicki 
Hunter, Elbert Kluttz, Deena Lanning, Sonya Leazer, Janie Lesley, Frank Merrell, 
Dwight Miller, Jill Miller, Felisaty Morgan, Lisa Morgan, Sonya Mulkey, Cathy 
Painther, Pastor Heidi Punt, and Miranda Thompson. 

• The following participated in the Carolinas Mission District Youth Retreat at Laurel 
Ridge from Friday, September 16-Sunday, September 18: Caylea Cline, Micah  
Nguyen, Nikki Nguyen, Pastor Heidi Punt, Adam Thompson, Bailey Wilhelm, Ellie 
Wilhelm, Ethan Wilhelm, and Lucas Wilhelm. 

• Congratulations to the following for completing the 90 Days Spiritual Fitness          
Challenge of reading the book of Revelation: Genevieve Baker, Evonne Batten, 
Wendy Campbell, Jennifer and Scott Curlee, Tara and Don Davis, Mary Elizabeth 
Earnhardt, Brad and Jan Huffman, Mary and Steve Hutchens, John and Susan 
Knight, Betty Sue Lowder, Gladys Morgan, Lisa Morgan, Kay Morgan, Sonya and 
Thad Mulkey, Cathy Painther, Debbie Rinehart, Doris Shepherd, Janie and Ron  
Vellines. The participants were recognized on Sunday, September and shared the 
anthem, Song of Moses during the worship service. 

• On behalf of Union Lutheran Church, we would like to thank Matt Miller for his 
generous and thoughtful gift of time and back breaking work in fixing the sink hole 
in the church parking lot. This gift enables the parking lot to be safely driven and 
walked on. 

• On behalf of Union Lutheran Church, we would like to thank Larry Barringer and 
Ron Vellines for donating their time and energy by painting the wall in the large  
Fellowship Hall. The wall looks great and they saved the church from having to hire 
a professional painter. 

• On behalf of Union Lutheran Church, we would like to thank Todd Deaton for       
donating his time and energy by fixing an air-conditioning unit. Because of his 
thoughtful and generous gift he saved the church around $400! 

• Thank you to everyone who participated in the Social Ministry and Sunday School 
September project in donating travel size shaving cream cans and/or belts for the 
VA. 
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Worship and Music Committee 
August 25, 2022 

6:00 p.m. 
 

The Worship and Music Committee met August 25, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. with the           
following in attendance:  Scott Curlee, Jan Huffman, Mary Hutchens, Steve Hutchens, 
Deena Lanning, Dawn Merrell, Frank Merrell, Sonya Mulkey, Ron Vellines, and Pastor 
Heidi. 
 
Pastor Heidi opened the meeting with prayer.   
 
The minutes from the June meeting were reviewed.   
***A motion was made by Dawn Merrell and seconded by Scott Curlee to approve the 
minutes.  Unanimously approved.   
 
Old Business   
 
Christmas Program or Live Nativity 
***A motion was made by Jan Huffman and seconded by Frank Merrell to have a Live 
Nativity from 2:30-4:30 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, December 17th and 18th, with a 
chili supper and caroling following the Live Nativity on Saturday. Treats will be        
prepared in advance and taken to the shut-ins while caroling. Unanimously approved.   
 
• A request will be included in congregational publications for homemade cookies to 

be brought to the church on Friday, December 16th between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 
p.m. or Saturday morning, December 17th between 9:30-10:00 a.m. 

 
Dawn Merrell will be out two Sundays in September, and a sub has been secured for 
both of those Sundays.   
 
New Business 
 
• Children’s Choir will be on Sunday mornings from 9:15-9:30 a.m. beginning             

September 18th.   
• Pastor Heidi will be at the Youth Retreat on September 18th. She will preach on Sun-

day if unable to find a supply pastor. 
• There will be a stewardship series “Empowered by Grace” accompanied by a          

sermon series as well as Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning Bible studies in 
October. 

• Dawn Merrell will be out on October 9th.   
• There will be a pulpit exchange on October 23rd with Pastor Todd Cook from           

Miller’s Lutheran Church.   
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• Reformation Sunday is October 30th (Processional and Recessional) – There will be 
a skit by the high school youth. 

• Pastor Heidi will be out November 6th – David Michael Carrillo (DMC),                 
Gentle Winds Ministries International will provide the sermon and special music 
(No Communion). Scott Curlee and Steve Hutchens will lead the liturgy. Mary 
Hutchens will lead the children in singing Jesus Loves Me during the children’s         
sermon.   

• All Saints Sunday will be moved to November 13th.  Lay ministers will set up the 
small candles for the service. 

• Christ the King Sunday is November 20th (Processional and Recessional). 
• Advent begins November 27th.  There will be a mid-week Advent series in the large 

Fellowship Hall accompanied by food. 
• A brief financial report was shared with the committee. 

 
New Choir Robes 
***A motion was made by Jan Huffman and seconded by Dawn Merrell for new robes 
to be purchased for the choir, acolytes, and crucifer through gifts from the congregation, 
contributions from the choir, and unused funds from the Worship & Music Committee 
due to disrepair, being liturgically incorrect, and very hot.  Unanimously approved.    
 
Poinsettias 
***A motion was made by Frank Merrell and seconded by Jan Huffman for the           
congregation to bring Poinsettias to the church on December 17th between 10:00 a.m. 
and 12:00 p.m. Members may contact Genevieve in the church office if they wish to 
have a memorial or honorarium listed in the bulletin.   

 
There was a discussion regarding Christmas decorations, and the committee made          
suggestions. Scott Curlee will arrange for the Chrismon tree to be in the fellowship 
building for the Carolina Women’s Convocation which is on October 15th.     
 
The next Worship & Music Committee meeting will be November 3, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 

 
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 
7:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Sonya Mulkey 



Union Women’s (UW) Minutes 
September 4, 2022 at 12:30 p.m. in the Drew Wise Sunday School Class 

(Motions in italics and Actions in bold) 
 
Present: Genevieve Baker, Judy Boyd, Elaine Bowles, Lynn Coughenour, Vicki Hunter, 
Faye Kesler, Janie Lesley, Betty Sue Lowder, Pastor Heidi Punt, Doris Shepherd, and 
Janie Vellines 
 
Genevieve Baker began the meeting with prayer. 
 
1. Vicki Hunter, Guest Speaker, spoke about the Community Care Clinic, non-

profit organization, in Salisbury. The organization is open four days a week and 
serves Rowan County Adults. The clinic cares for the whole of the person not 
just  medically. The clinic is funded by grants, monetary donations, and supplies         
donations (limited space). For every $1 donated the clinic can stretch out to give 
back $8. The clinic in 2021, assisted with $4.5 million in prescription assistance. 
The Union Women unanimously approved to support the clinic. 

 
2a. The UW Leadership Team updated the women on the lack of communication 

thus far for the CLW Convocation to be held on Saturday, October 15. Due to 
the limited knowledge, the group was able to contact Kay Weaver, CLW          
Council member, to express concerns and ask questions. After speaking with 
Kay, the group was in favor of continuing to host the Fall Convocation on 
Saturday, October 15, from 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at Union. 

 
2b. In-Kind Gifts: Donations to Community Care Clinic in Salisbury, NC, 315G 

Mocksville Avenue, Salisbury, NC 28144, https://communitycareofrowan.org/ 
List of Donations: Food Lion & gas gift cards, brown paper bags, individual        
alcohol pads, square gauze pads, sandwich and snack Ziploc bags. Union Wom-
en will provide tubs for donations and deliver the items. Donation items will 
be listed in the weekly news encouraging members to also participate. 

 
2c. Music: Dawn Merrell, Interim Music Director/Organist, will play. She                

respectfully requests that the hymns, verses, etc., be sent to her as soon as           
possible. Union does have LBW, WOV, and ELW hymn and liturgies copyrights 
and a CCLI License & Streaming license for broadcast. 

 
2d. Volunteers: Union Women will have volunteers to greet as well as floaters to 

assist during the meeting, workshops, etc. Faye Kesler has agreed to be a 
greeter. The following, but not limited to, are to be asked if they’ll consider        
being volunteers: Karen Barringer, Megan and Caylea Cline, Scott and Jennifer 
Curlee, Jan Huffman, Cheryl Kluttz, Sharon Leazer, and Sonya Lezazer. 
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2e. Decorations: Union Women will have Christmas decorations including at least 
one tree with Chrismons in the large Fellowship Hall. The CLW Council will 
have pictures of Chrismons to go with the program Genevieve Baker will          
contact Cheryl Kluttz regarding contacts for decorations including table 
decorations. 

2f. Food: A continental breakfast (muffins, Danishes, fruit, boiled eggs, etc.) will be 
picked up by Janie Lesley from Sam’s Club. A catered lunch will follow the 
breakfast with Janie Lesley contacting the caterer. At present we believe the 
$8 should assist in covering the cost. Recommend that we switch out the food 
like at Faith. 

 
2g.  Welcome, Announcements, & Directions: Genevieve Baker, Janie Lesley, and 

Pastor Heidi will be available. 
 
2h. Microphones, Speaker, Stand, Projector, etc.: Union will set up for the large  

Fellowship Hall in advance. Recommend that laptop first before the meeting for 
compatibility. 

 
2i. Set Up/Clean Up: Union Women will be responsible for set up and clean up. 
 
2j. Hotels in Salisbury: Kay Weaver, CLW Council, recommended not to worry 

about blocking off due to short time period. 
 
3. At the meeting we collected $24 and a $50 memorial. This brings the Treasury 

balance to $1,873.68. 
 
4. With the meeting running long, Genevieve Baker, recommended that the women 

look at their handout which included July’s minutes and list of college students. 
 
5. Cathy Painther and Lynn Coughenour are working to reestablish the Anna Petrea 

Circle to meet in the evenings. 
 
6. Next meeting will be held on Sunday, October 2, following worship at 12:30 

p.m. in the Drew Wise Sunday School Class. Genevieve Baker will present the 
program. 

 
7. With no further business, Judy Boyd adjourned the meeting with prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Genevieve Baker, Union Women’s Co-Leader 
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Finance Committee 
August 23, 2022 at 12 noon 

 
   The Finance Committee met August 23, 2022.  The following members were present: 
Frank Merrell, Mary Hutchens, Pastor Heidi, Ron Vellines, Lucinda Wilhelm, Cheryl 
Kluttz, Tara Davis, and Amanda Cauble. 
 
   Pastor Heidi opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
   The committee reviewed the July year-to date financial report.    There was much            
discussion concerning recent expenditures.   
 
   A sub-committee of the Finance committee was set-up to start working on the 2023 
Ministry Support Plan. Amanda, Frank, Mary and Lucinda will serve on this sub-
committee. The proposed 2023 Ministry Support plan will be sent out to the full Finance 
committee for review before the plan is submitted to the Church Council for approval.  
Once council approves the plan, it will be presented to the congregation. 
 
   The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Lay Ministers: 
 

Judy Boyd (704) 279-5378 
 

Tara Davis (704) 637-9334 
 

John Kesler (704) 633-5702 
 

Elbert Kluttz (704) 633-3484 
 

Deena Lanning (704) 637-0810 
 

Gladys Morgan (704) 636-1977 
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UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

A charter congregation of North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 
 

OUR MISSION:  
Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused 

(Matthew 28:18-20) 
 

OUR VISION: One Relationship at a Time 
 

OUR ACTION: Building Relationships — with God & our Neighbor 
 

4770 Bringle Ferry Road 
Salisbury, NC  28146 

 

Phone (704) 636-5092 ~ Fax (704) 636-1022 
Website: https://ulcsalisbury.org/ 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday 
 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School  
 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor - pastor@ulcsalisbury.org  
(815) 883-4883 

 

Rev. T. C. Plexico, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Interim Music Director and Organist: Dawn Merrell  
 

Staff Support: Genevieve Baker - office@ulcsalisbury.org  
 

Facilities Manager: Phil Cauble (704) 213-0646 - sexton@ulcsalisbury.org 

Card Care Team 
 

Pat Kluttz and Kay Morgan 
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UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Congregational Council Meeting 

August 21, 2022 

 
The Council met for its regular monthly meeting on Sunday, August 21 at 2:00 pm in the Drew  

Wise Sunday School Class.  Members present were Larry Barringer, Jennifer Painther Curlee, Tara Davis, Mary 

Elizabeth Earnhardt, Lucinda Fraley, Brad Huffman, Matt Miller,  Ronald Vellines and Pastor Heidi Punt.  

Amanda Cauble, Lisa Graczyk. Gladys Morgan and Steve Hutchens were absent.  Guests were Genevieve 

Baker and Phil Cauble.  The meeting was called   to order and Brad Huffman had  devotions and prayer.   

 

Genevieve asked for any feedback about the bulletin format.  We are saving money by printing less.  The print 

could be larger if space allowed. 

 

The Parish Register has not been updated for the past 10-12 years.  Genevieve has created a digital printout to 

be put in a notebook(s) with the Parish Register information plus additional information.  She will place a letter 

in the Parish Register and in the first notebook stating no information is available for that 10-12 year period.  

 

Phil Cauble reported that Orkin had sprayed the church last and at that time no termites were seen.  However, 

termites caused damage to the wainscoting.  He contacted Orkin and we were given three options: 

1. They will spray again but not fix any damage. 

2. They will pay ½ of the damages ($2,075) and tear up our contract 

3. They will pay $4,150 in damages and tear up our contract 

Orkin only inspects/sprays the church.  Dobson takes care of the other buildings.  Phil will contact them before 

we proceed further. 

 

 Phil also  reported a sink hole in a parking space that will require asphalt to be filled in but will be filled with 

gravel first.  There are other places on the cemetery road that need to be fixed too.   

 

Phil also reported that mortar is coming out of the bricks on the right side of the church.  Chad Wollett who did 

the original work will repair it for $800. 

 

ADOPT AGENDA 

***A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion passed. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES - Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt 

The Council minutes from the July 17, 2022   Council meeting was reviewed as well as the July 31, 2022 

Congregational Meeting. 

 

***A motion was made and seconded to approve the Council minutes as corrected.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

 

***A motion was made and seconded to approve the Congregational Meeting minutes.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS  

 

• Current Treasurer’s Report/Finance – Lucinda Fraley –July report is not done yet.  Will try to have 

done to be approved for newsletter 

• Social Ministry:  Ron Vellines $2,517.06 Balance 

• Cemetery Fund:  Tara Davis -  $2,854.65 Balance 

• Union Women:  Union Women’s checking account balance is $1,849.68.  Per statement from Lynn 

Coughenour. 



***A motion was made and seconded to approve the financial reports as presented.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor reported she was caught up on all visits at this time.   

Sept. 16-18 Youth Retreat at Laurel Ridge 

Took two vacation days in July and will require 4 days in November 

Approximately six new members will join our church in October 

Sept 14 Meeting with Confirmation students and parents 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Ron Vellines 

Assisted Phil during his illness 

Counted offering for month of August 

Plan to attend NALC Disaster Relief Response August 27 at Salem Lutheran 

Many thanks to Matt and Brad for all the hard work cleaning up the tree in the cemetery 

Begin discerning Council nominations for outgoing members replacement 

 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Jennifer Curlee  

Staffing:  Music Ministry Full time Director of Music posted March 11, 2022.  Need some direction on whether 

to split position into 2 part-time positions.  We are just not getting qualified applicants as listed. 

 

Finance:  Weekly giving and needs are being posted in bulletin.  Please help spread the word of giving and the 

importance of doing so. 

 

Executive:  

Next Executive Committee Meeting:  September 13 @ 5:30 pm 

Next Council Meeting:  Sunday, September 18 @ 2:00  

 

September devotions:  Larry Barringer 

 

***A motion was made and seconded to approve the Pastor’s, President’s and Vice President’s reports.   The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

• Social Ministry:  Ron Vellines 

• Disaster Relief Project at Salem Lutheran on August 27 to pack supplies that have been collected; Judy 

Boyd’s Sunday School Class and Social Ministry are collecting items for VA Nursing Home residents in 

September; Plans are being made for a Mission trip in June 2023.  We will get an early start with fund 

raisers; November – Meal in a Bag for clients at the Community Care Clinic; December is Firemen’s 

Month – Christmas meal and snacks at the station for after emergency callouts. 

Anyone wishing to donate to any of these projects should make checks to Social Ministry Projects.   

• Youth and Family Ministries:  Lisa Graczyk – No report 

• Stewardship/Long Range:  Brad Huffman – Setting up meeting to plan next project 

• Property:  Larry Barringer/Matt Miller – Well on left side needs a concrete pad poured 

• Worship and Music:  Seve Hutchens – Next meeting August 25, 2022 

• Finance:  Jennifer Curlee –Next meeting August 23 @ noon to discuss Ministry Plan for 2023 

***A motion was made and seconded to approve the committee reports as presented.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

  



NEW BUSINESS 

Tara reported that the insurance coverage per incident for the cemetery is $2,000.  To increase the coverage to 

$10,000 the cost  will be $40 per year.  She was able to contact a Bankett relative about the damaged tombstone.  

They were not interested in helping with the repairs.  An estimate from Triplett’s to repair the damage is $4,000.  

We already have $2,000 from the insurance company.  ***A motion was made and seconded to move $5,000 

from Thrivent into the Cemetery Fund to repair this monument and help with the cost of asphalt repairs. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

The result of the vote taken at the Congregational meeting this morning was 57 Yes to pursue the possibility of 

selling approximately sixty-seven acres of the Eller property on Walton Road and 6 No votes.  A committee 

was formed at that meeting to work with Matt on gathering information which will be brought back to the 

congregation for further consideration.   

 

Youth Retreat at Laurel Ridge Sept. 16-18.  Cost is approximately $100 per person without transportation.  10-

12 youth are attending plus Pastor.   Two adult chaperones are needed.  Monies are needed – possible 

fundraiser? 

 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund needs funds.  

  

OLD BUSINESS 

Appoint trustees for Endowment Fund – tabled until next meeting 

 

Two accounts at F&M Bank for the Boy Scouts were closed.   

 

We will need to lock in a new date for the Fresh Eyes Summit by Pastor Wendell. 

 

If there is no further business to come before this meeting, we will adjourn with The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt 

Secretary 

 

Mission:  Christ Centered – Mission Driven – Traditionally Grounded – Congregationally Focused 

Vision:  One Relationship at a time 

Action:  Building our relationship with God and our neighbor 
 

 

  



CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

August 21, 2022 

 
The congregational meeting was called to order immediately after worship by Council President Ron Vellines.  

Pastor Heidi opened the meeting with prayer. 

 

The purpose of the meeting is to consider the possibility of pursuing the sale of approximately sixty-seven acres 

of the Eller property located on Walton Road. The floor was then opened for discussion. All questions were 

answered. It was stressed to the congregation that this is only the first step in this process. The vote today is only 

to see if there is interest in pursuing the possibility of selling this property. If the vote is yes, we will then have a 

committee to get all the information together such as the cost of a survey and appraisal, legal fees including 

breaking the will to allow us to sell the property, etc. The committee will be chaired by Matt Miller who has been 

in contact with the potential buyer. The committee members will be interested members from the congregation 

and council. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to call for a vote to pursue the possibility of selling this property.  The motion 

passed.   

  

Ballots were distributed.  After everyone had voted, council members tallied the votes.  The results were: 

 Yes – 57  

No –    6 

 

Volunteers were then requested to serve on this committee. These individuals will serve: Thad Mulkey, Larry 

Barringer, Tommy Goodman, Scott Curlee, Lucinda Fraley, Kevin Huffman, Eddie Morgan and Phil Cauble. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to approve all these individuals to serve on this committee.  The motion passed.   

 

After this committee meets and gathers all the necessary information, there will be another called congregational 

meeting to decide what the next step will be. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt 
Secretary 



October Birthday Calendar  
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 1 

 

2 

Harold Miller 
 

3 

Kiki Deaton 

Casey Josey 

Doris Page 

 

4 

Ken Clifton 

Deckard DeWolf 

 

5 
 

6 

Micah Nguyen 

Janice Safrit 

7 

Megan Cline 

Luke Morgan 

8 

Troy Agner 

9  

Derrick Thompson 
 

10 

Chelsey Peeler 

Rev. TC Plexico 

11 

 

 

12 

Mitchell Kesler 

Elbert Kluttz 

13 

Brad Huffman 

14 

Lisa Agner 

Jennifer Curlee 

Melia Miller 

 

15 

Charles Hartley 

16 

 

17 

Mariann Rodgers 

18 

Morgan Deaton 

Steve Hutchens 

 

19 

 

20 

Thatcher Self 

21 

Ruth Myers 

22 

 

23  

Emily Jones 

Janet Overcash 
 

24 25 

Drue Davis 

 

 

 

 

26 

Ashley Deaton 

Susan Knight 

Wayne Miller 

27 

Jason Earnhardt 

28 

Luke Lyerly 

29 

 

30  

 

31  Revised as of 9-22-22 

 

 

October Anniversaries: 

 

October 1 Ron and Janie Vellines 

October 2 Thad and Sonya Mulkey\ 

October 4 Jimmy and Karen Plyler 

October 10 Rev. Dieter and Rev. Heidi Punt 

October 13 Marvin and Phoebe Nunn 

October 16 Brandon and Hannah Barbee 

October 23 Terry and Sheila Mulkey 

October 25 Phil and Linda Cauble 

October 28 Scott and Jennifer Curlee 

 

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?  Please contact the church office (704) 636-

5092 – we don’t want to leave anyone out! 

 



October Calendar – dates/times subject to change 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

Old Pine Center      Dutch Meeting Hall       Youth           Meetings         Event 

Both Fellowship Halls 

 

1 

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Autumn Jubilee 

2 

9:15 a.m. Kids Choir (Preschool-5th Grade) 

9:35 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion  

12 noon-4:00 p.m. Autumn Jubilee 

12:30 p.m. Union Women 

2:30 p.m. Worship Practice (youth) 

4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Union & Salem Middle/High School 

Youth at Union 

3 

6:00 p.m. 

Finance 

4 

 

5 

2:00 p.m. Chapel Time at 

Autumn Care 

6:15 p.m. Confirmation 

6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus 

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

6 

Pastor Heidi 

Punt out of 

the office. 

 

 

7 

6:30 p.m.-8:30 

p.m. Feed the 

Hunger at 

Concordia 

Lutheran 

Church 

8 

 

9  

9:15 a.m. Kids Choir (Preschool-5th Grade) 

9:35 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion (Pulpit 

Exchange with Millers Lutheran Church) Rev. Todd 

Cook 

2:00 p.m. Mission Team & Social Ministry 

3:00 p.m. Little Lutherans (5th grade and younger)  

(First Communion Instruction) 

10 Columbus Day 

 

11 

5:30 p.m. 

Executive  

 

 

12 

6:15 p.m. Confirmation 

6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus 

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

13 

10:00 a.m. 

Good Timers 

 

14 

4:00 p.m. 

CLW Council 

and UW  

15 

9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

CLW Convocation  

16 

9:15 a.m. Kids Choir (Preschool-5th Grade) 

9:35 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 

2:00 p.m. Church Council 

2:30 p.m. Worship Practice (youth) 

November articles deadline 

17 

Water sample 

18 

6:30 p.m. 

Empowered 

by Grace  

19 

10:30 a.m. Empowered by 

Grace 

2:00 p.m. Lay Ministers 

6:15 p.m. Confirmation 

6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus 

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

20 

 

21 

Genevieve 

Baker, ULC 

Staff Support, 

is out of the 

office. 

22 

 

23 Clergy Appreciation Sunday 

9:15 a.m. Kids Choir (Preschool-5th Grade) 

9:35 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 

10:30 a.m. Worship Assistants Appreciation 

12 noon Congregational Lunch and Town Hall Gathering 

(Worship Assistants) 

1:30 p.m. Worship Practice (youth) 

4:00 p.m. Luther League (Holy Trinity) 
 

24 25 

6:30 p.m. 

Empowered 

by Grace 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

10:30 a.m. Empowered by 

Grace 

6:15 p.m. Confirmation 

6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus 

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 

27 

 

28 

6:00 p.m.-9:30 

p.m. Trunk or 

Treat 

29 

 

30 Reformation Sunday/Stewardship Sunday/New Members received 

9:15 a.m. Kids Choir (Preschool-5th Grade) 

9:35 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 

12 noon Earnhardt Reunion (Old Pine Center) 

31 Halloween Revised as of 9-23-22 

 

Pastors Conference 

Pastor Heidi Punt is out of the office. 

Genevieve Baker, ULC Staff Support, is out of the office. 


