T h e U n i o n M e s sen g er
August 2022

90 Days Spiritual Fitness
Challenge 2022!
Beginning on Tuesday, June 14, and
Wednesday, June 15, 90 Days Spiritual
Fitness Challenge of Revelation began.
Bible Studies are on Tuesday evenings
(August 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30) at 6:30 p.m.
and Wednesday mornings (August 3, 10,
17, 24, & 31) at 10:30 a.m. in the Old
Pine Center.
An extra ordinary experience with
God’s Word by reading verse by verse,
chapter by chapter, through the whole of
Revelation
Do you love to sing? Calling all
singers! You are invited to join the
Union’s Chancel Choir. All that is
required is a desire to have fun, a
willingness to make a joyful noise to the
Lord.
In August, the Chancel Choir will
rehearse on Wednesdays, 3 & 10 at
7:30 p.m. and on 17, 24, & 31 at 7:00
p.m.

Volume 8
Come join us for Paint, Color, and
Draw on Wednesday, August 3, at 2:00
p.m. This is a great opportunity for us to
come together to be creative and
fellowship with one another in prayer and
conversation. You are invited to bring
your supplies or use the supplies
provided.
Are you interested in playing
handbells? All are invited to join! No
experience is necessary. Knowledge of
music is helpful but not required. All that
is required is a desire to have fun, a
willingness to make a joyful noise to the
Lord!
In August, the Belles
& Beaus will rehearse
on Wednesdays, August
3 & 10 at 6:30 p.m.

The Church Council will meet
Thursday, August 4, at 6:00 p.m. and
engage in a NALC Fresh Eyes Summit.

Summer Sunday School Volunteers
will meet Thursday, August 4, at 7:30
p.m. to review and discuss preparations
for August’s Sunday School.
Still needed are volunteers for the
crafts station! Please see Pastor Heidi
for more information.

THE VALUE OF A “SELAH”
As I walked through the house that
had been our home ever since we
moved to North Carolina (the
home that saw our two younger
children navigate through their
teenage years into adulthood, the
home that offered shelter in the
storms of our oldest daughter’s
life, the home we celebrate our 50th birthdays and 25th anniversary in), I felt a sense of
peace and closure. The walls were bare, void of any family pictures and special pieces
of art. Yet, while the rooms seemed hollow and empty, there was a sense of expectation
lingering in the air. This is no longer our home, it will become a home to the young
family waiting to build their memories in this house. SELAH. Thank you, Jesus!
The word selah is as mysterious as it is beautiful. While its exact meaning has been
debated since the second century, it still carries value simply because it is in the Bible.
After all the Bible is God’s Word given to us! Just as we can’t understand all there is to
know about God, there are words in Scripture that we may never fully wrap our minds
around. Depending on the context of the word, it serves either a musical, liturgical or
grammatical purpose. A pause if you like… an invitation for bystanders to join in with
an enthusiastic, eulogistic response.
Between moving out of the one house and into the next, we were forced to find
alternative accommodations. Initially we thought this to be a great inconvenience and
unnecessary expense. However, it didn’t take long for us to realize that taking a pause
between the two transitions was exactly what we needed. God knew that we needed that
week not to just rest our minds and weary bodies but also to be available to our
congregations. SELAH. Thank you, Jesus!
At the time of me writing this article, we are still unpacking boxes and trying to find
things. In addition Dieter and some faithful volunteers helped redo all the waterlines in
the house, leveled the foundations of the two sheds and replaced ceiling fans on the
wrap around porch. I’m suspecting that by the time you read this article, the electric
panel will have been relocated and construction on the walk-in closet and bathroom will
be well on the way. But no matter the crazy busyness, the value of a “selah” is a life
lesson I’m going to treasure.
May the summer and fall season offer a similar moment for each of you. May it be the
very heartbeat of our congregation during this season. SELAH. Thank you, Jesus
“Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. SELAH” (Psalm
24:10)
Joyful Blessings, your Pastor
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Sunday, August 7

9:35 a.m. Summer Sunday School
Children & Youth:
The Parable of the Sower ~ Matthew
13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4-15
Adult Sunday School Class:
A New Home ~ Revelation 21:1-9
10:30 a.m.
Worship & Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Sunday School End of the
Year Ceremony and Appreciation of
Sunday School Teachers
Following worship the Union Women
will eat a bag lunch and begin their
meeting at 12:30 p.m.
An offering will be collected.
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Union & Salem
Middle/High School Youth at Salem
Altar Flowers are open for reservation
on Sunday, August 7.

Union is blessed to have members
volunteering to serve as Sunday School
Teachers!
During the worship service on
Sunday, August 7, the following will
be recognized for serving in 2021-2022:
Judy Boyd, Lisa Graczyk, Jan Huffman,
Vicki Hunter, Elbert and Cheryl Kluttz,
Deena Lanning, Janie Lesley, Frank and
Dawn Merrell, Dwight Miller, Jill
Miller, Dusty and Lisa Morgan, Felisaty
Morgan, Cathy Kluttz Painther, and
Pastor Heidi Punt.
Thank you for your service!!

Summer Sunday School

August 7, 14, 21, 28, and September 4
9:35 a.m.
The Parable of the Sower
Matthew 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20;
Luke 8:4-15
Ruth and Naomi
Ruth 1:1-2:12
The Parable of the Mustard Seed
Mark 4:30-34; 2 Timothy 4:2;
Matthew 28:18-20
The Parable of the Weeds
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Galatians 6:7-10; John 15:16
Enjoy VBS every Sunday during the
month of August! There will be music,
crafts, games, and teaching moments.
Everyone of all ages is invited to
participate!!
Help is needed at each station. Please
contact Pastor Heidi.

How Can You Serve?
NALC Disaster Response is sending a
Truck to the Carolinas Mission Region to
pick up donations on Saturday, August
27, from 10:00 a.m.-12 noon at Salem
Lutheran Church.
Union has signed up to donate 300
scrub brushes with the help of the
congregation and Sunday School
monthly project.
Deadline to turn in brushes is Sunday,
August 21.
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During the 2021-2022 our children
have participated in learning Bible
verses,
attending
worship,
and
participated in service projects.
Congratulations to the following for
their hard work in digging deeper into
their faith and sharing with others:
• Avery Cline (attended church
services 21 times, memorized 8
Bible verses, brought a friend,
participated in 7 service projects,
and learned the 10 Commandments)
• Corbin Kesler (attended church
services 14 times, memorized 4
Bible verses, brought a friend, and
participated in 7 service projects)
• Marley Kluttz (attended church
services 21 times, memorized 11
Bible verses, and participated in 10
service projects)
• Hudson Miller (attended church
services 28 times, brought a friend,
memorized 2 Bible verses, and
participated in 2 service projects)
• Jesse Morgan, Jr. (attended church
services 35 times, memorized 19
Bible verses, learned the Lord’s
Prayer and 10 Commandments)
• Sam Nguyen (attended church
services 35 times, memorized 19
Bible verses, participated in 15
service projects, brough a friend,
and learned the Lord’s Prayer)
• Dalton Thompson (attended church
services 21 times, memorized 6
Bible verses, and participated in 10
service projects)
• Wyatt Thompson (attended church
14 times, and participated in 2
service projects)
• Luke Whitley (attended church
services 21 times, memorized 1
Bible verse, and participated in 2
service projects)

Union Women
Sunday, August 7, the Union
Women will enjoy a bag lunch and
fellowship before the meeting begins at
12:30 p.m. in the Drew Wise Sunday
School Class.
A program following up on building
relationships will be held.
After the program, we will cover
business and an offering will be
collected (no set amount).
We look forward to seeing you on
Sunday, August 7!
Calling all College Age! On
Tuesday, August 9, at 8:00 p.m. all
college age are invited to gather for
fellowship, encouragement, and fun!

Thursday, August 11, at 10:00 a.m.
Steve Arey will be presenting a
program on old Rowan County maps, particularly the area around the Dutch
Pine Meeting House, better known as
Union Lutheran Church. He will tie
some of the early members of the Dutch
Pine Meeting House to the particular
parcels of land that they owned. He will
also have other early Rowan County
Maps from the 1700’s to share with the
group.
Lunch will be at Lakeview Restaurant
following the meeting. Hope to see you
there!
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In preparation for Homecoming, a
Church Work Day has been scheduled
for Saturday, August 13, at 8:00 a.m.
We need YOUR help!!

HOMECOMING 2022

Homecoming Sunday, August 14
9:35 a.m. Summer Sunday School
Children & Youth:
Ruth and Naomi ~ Ruth 1:1-2:12
Adult Sunday School Class:
A New City ~ Revelation 21:10-27
10:30 a.m.
Worship & Holy Communion with Rev.
Jarrod Lanning, Guest Pastor
2:00 p.m.
Mission Team and Social Ministry
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Little Lutherans (5th grade and younger)
Kay Morgan has reserved the
Altar Flowers for Sunday, August 14.
Executive Committee will
meet
Tuesday, August 16, at 5:30 p.m. in
Pastor Heidi’s office to prepare for
Sunday, August 21, Council meeting.

Sunday, August 21

9:35 a.m. Summer Sunday School
Children & Youth:
The Parable of the Mustard Seed
Mark 4:30-34; 2 Timothy 4:2;
Matthew 28:18-20
Adult Sunday School Class:
The River of Life ~ Revelation 22:1-9
10:30 a.m.
Worship & Holy Communion
12 noon Rieblin Family Reunion
(Old Pine Center)
4:00 p.m. Christian Ed, Sunday School,
Youth & Family
Deadline for September articles and
NALC Disaster Response Scrub Brushes.
Altar Flowers are open for reservation on
Sunday, August 21.
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Homecoming 2022
at Union Lutheran
Church will be on
Sunday, August 14,
at 10:30 a.m.
Union Lutheran
Church will be
celebrating its 248th
anniversary
with
Rev. Jarrod Lanning, son of the congregation, proclaiming God's Word to us!
A covered dish lunch will follow
worship in the Dutch Meeting Hall.
Please bring a well-filled basket to
share with all. Plates, etc., and
beverages will be provided.
Invite family, friends and former
members now to be with us for this
special occasion on Sunday, August 14.
This is a wonderful time to renew old
relationships, update what is going on in
the lives of others that have been special
to us, and to form new relationships.
Plan now to be a part of our
Homecoming!
Lay Ministers will meet Wednesday,
August 17, at 2:00 p.m. in Pastor
Heidi’s office.
Finance Committee
will meet Thursday,
August 18, at 6:00
p.m. in preparation of
2023 Ministry Support
Plan and discuss financial business.
If your committee or organization
would like to be budgeted in the 2023
Ministry Support Plan please contact
Amanda Cauble prior to the August 18
meeting.

Worship & Music Committee will
meet Thursday, August 25, at 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 28
9:35 a.m. Summer Sunday School
Children & Youth:
The Parable of the Weeds
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Adult Sunday School Class:
A Welcoming Invitation
Revelation 22:8-21
10:30 a.m.
Worship & Holy Communion
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Luther League
(Middle/High School Youth)
Altar Flowers are open for reservation
on Sunday, August 28.

Stuff the Trunk!
NALC Disaster Response is sending a
Truck to the Carolinas Mission Region to
pick up donations on Saturday, August
27, from 10:00 a.m.-12 noon at Salem
Lutheran Church.
Union has signed up to donate 300
scrub brushes. Deadline to turn in brushes
is Sunday, August 21.
Help is needed at Salem on Saturday,
August 27, to stuff the trunk with a
variety of donations.
Please RSVP to Union’s church office
if you will be volunteering. Thank you!

Altar Flowers
HELP! There are
many vacant Sundays
for the rest of the year
with no reservations.
Each week in the
Union news is listed
whether someone has
signed up or not.
If you would be willing to donate
flowers or to provide flowers on
Sundays where no one has signed up,
please let the church office know.
Gladiolas, small stemmed sunflowers
(the larger stems tear up the oasis),
cleomes, zinnias, snap dragons, tall
marigolds, coxcombs, roses, even pretty
foliage is welcomed.

Those Serving in August
Acolytes: Bailey and Lucas Wilhelm
Altar Guild: Jennifer and
Scott Curlee, and Cathy Painther
Communion Assistants: Jennifer and
Scott Curlee, and Cathy Painther
Lay Readers:
Jennifer and Scott Curlee
Ushers: Larry Barringer, Phil Cauble
(HU), Don Davis, John Kesler,
and Wayne Vellines
Offering Counters: Tara Davis,
Cathy Painther, and Ronald Vellines
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AUGUST BENEVOLENCE
Teaching Moment: East Rowan Bible Teachers, NALC Seminary, and Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary
During the month of August, our
Benevolence Teaching Moment will focus
on East Rowan Bible Teachers, NALC
Seminary,
and
Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary.
With financial and prayerful support
teaching “Bible History” in our local
public schools is possible. By our
monetary giving we assist RowanSalisbury Schools to reimburse for the
salaries and fringe benefits paid to the
Bible History Teachers at East Rowan.
The North American Lutheran
Seminary (NALS) is a seminary of the
North American Lutheran Church. The
seminary describes itself as "not investing
in bricks and mortar, but rather investing
in people". As such it has no buildings of
its own.
Gordon-Conwell
Theological
Seminary combines a rich tradition with
cutting-edge educational innovation.
Rooted in the gospel and God’s Word, the
seminary seeks to develop Christian
leaders who are thoughtful, globally
aware, spiritually mature and ready for a
broad array of ministries. While being
historically orthodox and evangelical,
they seek to address the issues of our
times with both relevance to the culture
and faithfulness to Christ and God’s
truthful Word.
Gordon-Conwell is unique with its
broad array of students from 85
denominations and 50 different countries.
They offer multiple sites and delivery
systems to meet the varied needs for a
prospective student.

The stewardship of our finances,
service and time is an area of our lives
where we can faithfully proclaim the
gospel. Giving strengthens our devotion
to Christ and frees us to live openhandedly with the gifts God gives us.
We trust in Him and His provision. As
people of faith, we give faithfully and
generously supporting the mission of the
church – Bringing Christ to People.
Avenues of Giving:
• Weekly Sunday Offering
• Mail
• Online https://ulcsalisbury.org/giveonline/) (Please note a service fee is
charged using online giving.)
Loose Offering on Sundays is
distributed to: 1st Sunday (Social
Ministry Fund), 2nd Sunday (Gerald
Bame Scholarship Fund), 3rd Sunday
(Building and Repair Fund), 4th Sunday
(Youth Missions/Camps Fund), and 5th
Sunday (Mission Church or Special).
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If anyone has any old
white or beige lace tablecloths you can donate for
a Christmas Tree Project
at the church, please
contact Cheryl Kluttz.
It is okay if the tablecloth is stained or torn.
Also needed is at least 1/2 yard pieces
of green and red velvet, and white, red,
and green brocade.
If you wish to have access to our WiFi,
please use ULC Guest.

Did you know that the Mission Team
will mail out cards (get well, thinking of
you, birthday, etc.) to members of the
church? All you have to do is place your
card and addressed envelope in the blue
basket in the Narthex. The Mission Team
will provide the postage and mail the
card out for you.

Each year the congregation approves
certain benevolences as part of the yearly
Ministry Plan. Members are encouraged
to give to this by earmarking their giving
as Benevolence.
Every quarter, the fund’s are equally
distributed to the approved benevolence.
Please note that every month the
weekly news and monthly newsletter
highlights one of these benevolences in
order to tell you the story of what they do
and what difference your giving makes.

Archive Room is in need of a 2003
Yearbook, Pre-1961 Messengers, and a
File Cabinet.
Please contact Frank Merrell if you can
be of assistance.

Each Sunday, the church office needs
to establish a record of communion and
giving.
How can you help? Please fill out a
communion card and hand to the Usher
and don’t forget to use your offering
envelopes!

Two boxes of the Union Lutheran
Church 225th Anniversary plates are
available in the Hallway Cabinet for a
small donation of your choosing. Please
mark on your offering envelope Archive.

150 of the UNION HISTORY BOOKS written by Pastor Lippard are available for a
small donation of your choosing. Please mark on your offering envelope Archive.
As of July 25, Pastor Heidi Punt’s new address is: 207 Mr. Henry Road, Mocksville,
NC 27028
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National Paper Shortage
Due to a national paper shortage with paper getting harder to come by and
increasing cost, the church office presented the information to the Church Council in
July.
To be better stewards and addressing the shortage head on, the weekly bulletins are
set up encouraging hymnal use with the bulletin outlining the service.
One way you can help, is by receiving information sent via email. If you have not
done so already, please contact the church office with your email address.
Other avenues for reducing paper usage will be addressed in the near future.
New look to the Church Calendar. To assist with reviewing the calendars on the
bulletin boards, the church office has highlighted the calendar. Yellow is the Old Pine
Center (small Fellowship Hall), Green is the Dutch Meting Hall (large Fellowship
Hall), Bright Pink is Youth Activities, Grey is Meetings, and Blue is the use of both
Fellowship Halls.
To schedule, please contact the church office by phone or email.

2022-2023 Sunday School Open House

Sunday, September 11, at 9:35 a.m.
Christ Centered ~ Biblically Grounded
Curriculum for Every Age!
Sunday, September 11, at 9:35 a.m., the
new Sunday School year 2022-2023
begins!
Sunday School is a wonderful and safe
time to be with friends and to make new
ones in a smaller setting where God’s
Word is connected to daily life, learn of
God’s love and forgiveness through Jesus
Christ, and grow in faith together.
Age appropriate curriculum helps bring the Bible to life in real and practical ways,
setting a sure foundation and equipping children, youth, and adults to grow into joyful
disciples!
Each Sunday morning, all Sunday School classes (children, youth, and adults) will
join together for an opening including music before heading to their classrooms.
We need YOUR help to continue to offer Sunday School to all ages. Please contact
Pastor Heidi Punt if you are interested in teaching or assisting.
On pages 18-19 all children and youth are required to register for the new Sunday
School year.
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Honorariums and Memorials Gifts Given
to the Glory of God during July

“I Am the Bread of Life”
Day Camp serving Salem, Organ, and
Union Lutheran Churches
Thank you to everyone for volunteering
and making the first annual Day Camp a
success from July 10-July 15!
We had 24 children registered with 10
from Organ, 8 from Salem, and 6 from
Union with an average of 21 children
daily. Daily the youth began with an
opening, Bible lesson, crafts, and games.
On Thursday, July 14, the Union Fire
Department came out and everyone
enjoyed getting wet!
On Friday, July 15, families came at
noon to see and learn what the Day Camp
was all about.
We had 25 Volunteers serving in
various capacities plus the gentlemen
teenagers encouraging the youth every
step of the way! Of the 25, 4 volunteers
were from Organ, 7 from Salem, and 14
from Union with an average of 21
volunteers daily.
Mark your 2023 calendar now, that next
July the Day Camp will be held again at
Union! You don’t want to miss the fun,
fellowship, and learning!!

A gift was received for the Narthex
Expansion Fund in honor of Scott
Curlee’s birthday on July 27 from:
Jennifer, Drew, and Emmie Lou
A gift was received for the Building and
Repair Fund in memory of Darlene Drye
from:
Effie Vellines
A gift was received for the Narthex
Expansion Fund in memory of John and
Cora Goodman and their children, J. V.,
Annie, Leo, Fred, Beulah, Murray, Ray,
Allie, and DeMonte from:
Goodman Family
A gift was received for the Cemetery
Fund in memory of Kent Goodman from:
Ruth Goodman
A gift was received for the Cemetery
Fund in memory of Jane Peeler from:
Jean Ray
Gifts were received for the Cemetery
Fund in memory of Zarah Plyler from:
Emily Jones’ Tennis Friends
Jean Ray
Deborah T. Rinehart
A gift was received for the Current
Fund in memory of Zarah Plyler from:
Earl and Debbie Parris
Gifts were received for the Narthex
Expansion Fund in memory of Zarah
Plyler from:
Effie Velliens
Judy Walton
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER…
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat
&Wayne Miller, and Ruth Monroe (Autumn Care),
Jean Ray (Brookdale), and Jane Shuping (Trinity
Oaks)
Homebound Members - Rachel Earnhardt, Jean
Kluttz, Frances Norris, Billy Waller, and Michael Walton
Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Genevieve Baker, Bill Broadway, Jake
Cauble, Mike Cauble, Phil Cauble, Lynn Coughenour, Ashley Deaton, Linda Hartley,
Steve Hutchens, Tommy and Joan Kerns, Pat Kluttz, Nancy Kesler, John Knight, Sharon
Leazer, Margaret Lyerly, Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold Miller, Dusty Morgan,
Gladys Morgan, Kay Morgan, Troy Painther, William Page, Wyatt Thompson, Effie
Vellines, Pam Vellines, and Wayne Vellines
Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Nancy Barringer (cousin of
Larry Barringer, Evonne Batten (mother of Lisa Morgan), Shonna Black (daughter of
Jack and Deena Lanning), Jack Bowman (friend of Frank and Dawn Merrell), Gary
Brown (friend of Karen Barringer), Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton), Arnold
Cauble, Janet Dunning (sister of Doris Shepherd), June Fraley, Pastor Gross (NALC
Pastor in Ukraine with Russian invasion), Amy Lowder Harrison and Jesse Morgan, Jr.,
Terry Holt (friend of Frank and Dawn Merrell), Emily Jones (sister of Jimmy Plyler),
Teresa Kesler, Glenn and Betty Sue Lowder, Patsy Lyerly and Family, Joe and Sylvia
McDaniel, David Mitchell (friend of Pete Nguyen), Della Morgan (mother of Pam
Vellines), Dusty Morgan, Sr. Family (Dusty, Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty, Jr.), Hong
Nguyen (mother of Pete Nguyen), Marvin Nunn, Sally Simmerson (friend of Lucinda
Fraley), Mary Trexler (sister of Brenda and Linda Cauble and Margaret Lyerly), Brinley
Rose Upchurch, Kim Walton (friend of Lucinda Fraley), Union Fire Department #76,
Haiti (recent earthquakes), Pastors Noutilla and Kalonji (Congo mission trip), and those
affected by natural or political disasters.
Confirmation Students: Mallory Eagle, Harlem Jones, Micah Nguyen (Faith Coach),
Makenzie Poole, Emme Poole, Bailey Wilhelm, and Lucas Wilhelm
90 Days Revelation Bible Study Participants: Genevieve Baker, Evonne Batten,
Wendy Campbell, Jennifer and Scott Curlee, Tara and Don Davis, Mary Elizabeth
Earnhardt, Brad and Jan Huffman, Mary and Steve Hutchens, John and Susan Knight,
Betty Sue Lowder, Gladys Morgan, Lisa Morgan, Kay Morgan, Sonya Mulkey, Cathy
Painther, Debbie Rinehart, Doris Shepherd, Janie and Ron Vellines
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us
know if a correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name
that can be removed, please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep
the list current, we will update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known
prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank you!
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Good Timers
The Good Timers met on July 7, 2022 in the Old Pine Center with Dawn Merrell,
presiding. Pat Beck had devotions and prayer. The June minutes were and approved. We
had 13 members and 1 visitor (Bobbie Kesler-Corletto) present with an offering of $15
being received.
July birthdays: Larry Fesperman (18), Joan Kerns (31)
July wedding anniversaries: Linda Kesler and Aaron Butler (2)
Sick Report: Patsy Sigmon, Shonna Black (daughter of Deena and Jack Lanning),
Ashley Deaton
The Good Timers were asked to think about the Octoberfest and invite the “Y” Singers
for a future program.
Our program today centered around activities relating to the 4th of July. One involved
who signed the Declaration of Independence and where it was signed. Another point of
interest was about the Plantation days where poor people’s children were not well
educated. On the plantations of the wealthy – the women had slaves do about everything
for them. The boys were taught very mathematical courses. Everyone was taught to ride
horses. We played several games such as: starting with your house number, your age,
adding and subtracting numbers, and ending up with your house number. Another game
was Quoits, where you tried to ring a peg with hoops. We played a game of the hidden
nut which was on a tight string held by the people involved. You had to guess who had
the hidden nut.
The best game was not to be: watermelon seed spitting. The supposedly seeded
watermelon turned out to be a very, very seedless melon.
After the program, we all enjoyed a picnic style lunches which the members brought to
eat. Dawn provided the seedless watermelon for dessert.
Lunch in August will be at Lakeview at the river.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruby Leazer
Good Timer’s Treasurer’s Report
Beginning Balance July 2022
Received in July
Disbursements in July
Balance on hand end of July
Respectfully submitted,
Dick Shue, Treasurer
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$354.20
15.00
5.00
$364.20

Finance Committee
Thursday, July 21, 2022

The Finance Committee met Thursday, July 21, 2022. The following members were in
attendance: Dwight Miller, Frank Merrell, Linda Cauble, Jennifer Curlee, Dick Shue,
Ron Vellines, Tara Davis, Mary Hutchens, Amanda Cauble, Cheryl Kluttz, Doris Page
and Pastor Heidi. Pastor Heidi opened the meeting with devotions and prayer.
The committee expressed their concerns on the need for year-to-date finance reports not
being available in a timely manner. The following motion was made: A report needs to
be presented monthly to the Church Council and Finance Committee showing the
budgeted amount outlined in the Ministry Support Plan and showing how much has been
spent out of each fund year-to-date. The motion was seconded and carried.
The members were given a copy of a financial report showing funds spent and funds
available as of May 31, 2022. The committee will have a chance to review this report
and use the information as an aid when preparing the Ministry Support Plan for 2023.
Pastor Heidi presented a plan for a stewardship program this fall. Pastor asks for
participation from the finance committee and the church council. Are we willing to fully
commit to support this endeavor? More info will come.
The Finance Committee will be soon begin preparing the 2023 Ministry Support Plan for
presentation to the Church Council for approval before presenting it to the congregation
for approval. If any church committee foresees an additional monetary need to be included in the plan, please submit your need to Amanda Cauble before August 18th.
The Finance Committee will meet August 18th at 6pm with the purpose of working on
the Ministry Support Plan for 2023.
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Union Women’s Minutes
July 10, 2022 at 12:30 p.m. in the Drew Wise Sunday School Class
(Motions in italics and Actions in bold)
Present: Genevieve Baker, Judy Boyd, Lynn Coughenour, Faye Kesler, Deena Lanning, Janie
Lesley, Betty Sue Lowder, Gladys Morgan, Pastor Heidi Punt, and Doris Shepherd
Guests: Elaine Bowles and Pat Wiles
Before the meeting began, cards, provided by Deena Morgan, were available for signing and to be
mailed this week to the Nursing Home and Homebound members.
Also, Genevieve Baker sent around the table a thank you card from March to the Union Women
thanking us for our financial support of the Women of the NALC General Fund and Mission
Fund.
Pastor Heidi began the meeting with prayer.
PROGRAM
• After reviewing the May 1 program on the 5 Love Languages, Genevieve Baker shared a story called the Carpenter Tool Story which is based on 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 on the body of
Christ. Focusing on that we can’t operate separately, we need to minister together by networking and reaching out.
• We are a community of interdependent people.
• Everyone has a role and we need each other without exception.
BABY SHOWER
• Next Sunday, July 17, from 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., the Union Women will be sponsoring a
Baby Shower for Matt, Jill, and Hudson Miller.
• Three themes were presented for the Baby Shower: Salt & Light (Matthew 5:13-20), Sparrows (Matthew 6:26-30), and Wild Flowers (Luke 12:27-28). After reviewing the three
themes the ladies decided to use all three for the baby shower.
• Responsibilities:
• Deena Lanning will provide a bird cage and bird seed.
• Gladys Morgan will pick up items from Deena’s house and purchase pickles.
• Judy Boyd and Betty Sue Lowder will purchase favor bags at the Dollar Store and
include the bird seed for the favor.
• Genevieve Baker will make a card to be placed with the favor bags, bring in candles,
order 60 cupcakes.
• Doris Shepherd will look for flower vases at the church and purchase live flowers.
• Janie Lesley will oversee the punch, ice water, and decorations for the cupcakes.
• Menu: Mints, Peanuts, Pickles, Cupcakes, and Punch for forty people
• Plates, cups, napkins have been donated for the use of the Union Women.
• Sunday, July 17, following a quick lunch Genevieve Baker and Janie Lesley will decorate the Fellowship Hall to have everything ready by 2:30 p.m. All are invited to join
in on decorating.
• Following the birth, the Union Women will present the Miller’s with a $50 gift
card.
TREASURY
• Collected $27 on Sunday, July 10.
• Union Women made up the difference of $266 for the Congo Benevolence to reach $1,000.
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•
•

As of July 10, 2022 the balance of the treasury is $1,822.68.
Union Women decided not to spend any money from the treasury for the Baby Shower.
BUSINESS
• May 1, 2022 minutes were available for information.
• Pastor Heidi was available to give an update for the Day Camp (July 10-July 15). Several
women will be assisting during the week.
• Genevieve Baker provided a list of 17-23 years old for the Union Women to review and
begin a ministry of encouragement to members attending college. The Women will have
the opportunity to review the list more closely at the next meeting.
• At present, Pastor Heidi has requested prayer that she will be able to minister to the people
of Haiti this year.
• An idea to prayerfully consider: having a Bible Study for those who are outside of Rowan
Helping Ministries facilities. If you are interested or would like more information, please
contact Pastor Heidi.
• After discussion, Union Women agreed to decorate the tables for Homecoming if the
Council would like our assistance.
• At present Union Lutheran Church will host the Carolinas Lutheran Women’s Fall Convocation on Saturday, October 15.
• Pastor Heidi would more information on how the Bible Study will be incorporated
with the Chrismon Theme. Genevieve and Lynn were not sure that a Bible Study
will be provided.
• Pastor Heidi will email Ginger Kloch, CLW President, regarding our concerns
that a Bible Study will not be incorporated with the CLW Fall Convocation.
• Lynn Coughenour, Janie Lesley, and Genevieve Baker will be online via Zoom
on Thursday, July 28, at 7:00 p.m. with the CLW Council to find out more information.
• If the Bible Study will not be incorporated, Union Lutheran Church will step down
from hosting the event.
• At the next meeting, Lynn, Janie, and Genevieve will share what they have
learned regarding the Convocation.
• Genevieve Baker will find out more information about a Christian Comedy/Musical
held in Charlotte. This will give the Union Women an opportunity to go out together.
• Rev. Melinda Jones will coordinate a Women’s Retreat at Jekyll Island, SC, from November
4-6. As more information becomes available the Union Women will have the opportunity to
participate.
• After discussing with Deena, the Union Women are encouraged to support her family best
by sending cards to her daughter, Shonna Black, and stepping up to volunteer as needed.
• Shonna Black, 8100 Chaplain Circle, Waxhaw, NC 28173
DEVOTIONS
Judy Boyd read from Psalms to remind us that God will provide for us.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Next Meeting: Sunday, August 7, at 12:30 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Genevieve Baker, Union Women’s Co-Leader
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2022 HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES AT UNION
The following activities represent some of the special highlights and events of the year,
but they do not cover many daily, weekly, and monthly ministries and activities of Union Lutheran Church that takes place in our endeavor to serve our Lord Jesus Christ and
proclaim His gospel.
JULY
th
• Following worship on Sunday, July 3, we celebrated the 4 of July was a Patriotic
Medley.
• “I Am the Bread of Life” Day Camp served Salem, Organ, and Union Lutheran
Churches in July. Thank you to everyone for volunteering and making the first annual Day Camp a success from July 10-July 15! We had 24 children registered with 10
from Organ, 8 from Salem, and 6 from Union with an average of 21 children daily.
Daily the youth began with an opening, Bible lesson, crafts, and games. On Thursday, July 14, the Union Fire Department came out and everyone enjoyed getting
wet! On Friday, July 15, families came at noon to see and learn what the Day Camp
was all about. We had 25 Volunteers serving in various capacities plus the gentlemen teenagers encouraging the youth every step on the way! Of the 25, 4 volunteers
were from Organ, 7 from Salem, and 14 from Union with an average of 21 volunteers daily.
• Sunday, July 17, from 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. the Union Women sponsored a Baby
Shower for Jill, Matt, and Hudson Miller.
• Saturday, July 30, the Long Range Committee sponsored a Yard Sale and Baked
Good Sale from 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. All proceeds went towards the Narthex Expansion Fund. Thank you to everyone who donated items, volunteered, and made the
fundraiser a success!
• During the month of July the Sunday School project has been collecting stickers,
construction paper, and glue sticks for Ashley Deaton’s non-profit organization,
Footprints in the Community. Thank you to everyone who donated!
• Pennies are still being collected for the Narthex Expansion Fund.
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Empowered by Grace

Tuesdays, October 11, 18 & 25 at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, October 12, 19, & 26 at 10:30 a.m.
A young boy walks into a small
drug store and asks the druggist, “May I
use the telephone?” The druggist replies,
“You certainly may,” and shows him
where the telephone is. The boy calls a
grocery store and asks the man who
answers the phone, “Is your grocery store
looking for someone to stock the
shelves?” The man replies, “No, we
already have a stock boy.” The boy suggests, “If he isn’t doing a good job, mayEmpowered by Grace be you need to get someone who will do a
better job.” The man replies, “No, we are
pleased with the work the boy is doing,” so the boy hung up the telephone.
The druggist over-hears the conversation and says to the boy, “I’m sorry you didn’t
get the job.” The boy says, “I don’t need a job, because I am the stock boy. I was
checking to see what they thought of my work.”
What if you could call God to ask him how he saw your effort in fulfilling the
purpose for which he created you? What kind of marks would he give you for being his
witness, or how you were doing in your service to others, or how you were doing in your
giving? What kind of response would you expect to hear? Would God see you as a
person relying on the Holy Spirit to do his will or working in your own strength and
giving yourself credit for your successes? When God looks at you, does he see that you
acknowledge him as the source of all that is good? Does he see you seeking to use his
strength and wisdom? Would God tell you that he is pleased with the ways you are
using the time, talents, and money he has entrusted to you?
Unfortunately, we all fall well short of God’s standards, but, because of what Christ
did for us on the Cross, we are forgiven for all the times we have failed to honor God
with our behavior and efforts to please him. By his grace he molds and transforms us
into God-pleasing people who seek to please him. In Christ, we can do God’s work well.
Starting on Tuesday, October 11, at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesday, October 12, at
10:30 a.m. we are offering a stewardship emphasis titled “Empowered by Grace!”
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UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH
A charter congregation of North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
OUR MISSION:
Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused
(Matthew 28:18-20)
OUR VISION: One Relationship at a Time
OUR ACTION: Building Relationships — with God & our Neighbor
4770 Bringle Ferry Road
Salisbury, NC 28146
Phone (704) 636-5092 ~ Fax (704) 636-1022
Website: https://ulcsalisbury.org/
OFFICE HOURS: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor - pastor@ulcsalisbury.org
(815) 883-4883
Rev. T. C. Plexico, Pastor Emeritus
Interim Music Director and Organist: Dawn Merrell
Staff Support: Genevieve Baker - office@ulcsalisbury.org
Facilities Manager: Phil Cauble (704) 213-0646 - sexton@ulcsalisbury.org

Lay Ministers:
Judy Boyd (704) 279-5378
Tara Davis (704) 637-9334
John Kesler (704) 633-5702
Elbert Kluttz (704) 633-3484
Deena Lanning (704) 637-0810
Gladys Morgan (704) 636-1977
Ann Tucker (704) 633-0271

Card Care Team
Pat Kluttz and Kay Morgan
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UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Congregational Council Meeting
May 15, 2022
The Council met for its regular monthly meeting on Sunday, May 15th at 2:00 pm in the Drew
Wise Sunday School Class. Members present were Larry Barringer, Amanda Cauble, Jennifer
Painther Curlee, Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt, Lisa Graczyk, Brad Huffman, Steve Hutchens,
Gladys Morgan, Ronald Vellines and Pastor Heidi Punt. Lucinda Fraley, Matt Miller and Tara
Davis were absent. Lynn Coughenour attended our meeting as a guest. Phil Cauble was present
to report on information he received about our fire alarm system.
Jennifer Curlee opened the meeting with devotions and prayer.
Phil Cauble obtained information/estimates from seven different vendors for our alarm system.
Most of these companies do not install alarms for businesses. ADT only uses their equipment.
ECSS has a digital system at a cost of $3,371.00 (No warranty). We are presently with Alert
Alarms which is hardwired. To upgrade our system the cost will be $3,182.52 which also
includes the monthly monitoring fee for a year ($495.00). Phil was instructed to proceed with
Alert Alarms to upgrade our system. Council had approved this expenditure previously.
Phil was also asked about the three areas in the sanctuary which need repair. Hinson Painting
will paint the wainscoting in the narthex and inside the church at a cost of $1,000. The spots in
the chancel area can be fixed for $250. The wainscoting in the back corner where the quilt is
hung has water damage and will cost $4,100 to repair.
ADOPT AGENDA
A motion was made to approve the agenda as amended by Steve Hutchens and seconded by Lisa
Graczyk. The motion was unanimously approved.
COUNCIL MINUTES - Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt
The Council minutes from the April 10th meeting and the called Council Meeting of April 24th
were reviewed.
***A motion was made by Jennifer Curlee and seconded by Gladys Morgan to approve the
minutes. The motion was unanimously approved
FINANCIAL REPORTS
•
•
•
•

Current Treasurer’s Report/Finance: Amanda Cauble
April Current General Fund: $15,614.36; Expenses: $22,487.94 The expenses did not
exceed the approved budget, but income does not meet what is needed.
Social Ministry: Ron Vellines $2,059.06
Cemetery Fund: Tara Davis - No Report
Union Women: Union Women’s 4/29/22 checking account balance is $2,088.68. Per
statement from Lynn Coughenour.

PASTOR’S REPORT
Pastor Heidi reiterated our mission/vision – Building a relationship with God and with each
other. We are still in need of more people to go on the upcoming Kentucky mission trip,
especially people with skills such as building decks, hanging drywall, painting, etc. She
expressed her gratitude for the group attending the convocation and for the youth of our church
wanting to be leaders.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Ron Vellines
Counting money with Tara and Cathy
Helped deliver meals to nursing home
Helped Phil Cauble take chairs to Salem Lutheran for the youth
Next Executive Meeting Sunday. June 5 @ Lunch
Next Council Meeting Sunday, June 12 @ 2 pm
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Jennifer Curlee
Staffing: Have had one interview for a full time Director of Music.
Genevieve Baker will have a partial knee replacement in June.
Phil Cauble will have a full knee replacement soon, not sure of date.
Finance: Reports are current. Thanks to all for their diligence in this.
Amada Cauble has been elected Finance Committee Chair; Mary Hutchens -Vice Chair and Tara
Davis-Secretary. Thank you for serving!
We discussed the weekly amount needed to sustain our Ministry Support Plan; $6,000
(including $500 to help cover deficit).
Next quarterly meeting of the Finance Committee: July 21st @ 6 pm
***A motion was made by Steve Hutchens and seconded by Brad Huffman to approve the
Pastor’s, President’s and Vice President’s reports. The motion passed unanimously.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Cemetery: Tara Davis - No Report
Social Ministry: Ron Vellines – See June Newsletter
Evangelism/Commission Team: Gladys Morgan – No Report
Youth and Family Ministries: Lisa Graczyk – See June Newsletter
Need donations of bottled water (small) and snacks for Day Camp
Sunday School current curriculum for the children continues through July 10 which will
be awards Sunday for the current year. The Summer Session July 17-August 18 will be a
Bible School Series from years ago entitled “Seeds”. The new Sunday School year will
begin August 21. Teachers are needed for Pre-school, K-2nd grade, 6th-8th grade and a 2nd
teacher for 9th – 12th grade.
Stewardship/Long Range: Brad Huffman – No Report
Property: Larry Barringer/Matt Miller – Phil Cauble covered all needed repairs
Worship and Music: Seve Hutchens – Next meeting June 9th. Pastor Heidi wished to
continue with the same setting we have been using instead of switching to another one.

•

Finance: Jennifer Curlee – Elected officers for Finance Committee. Committee will
meet quarterly. Giving needs to be encouraged. Will start putting information in the
bulletin weekly on giving.

NEW BUSINESS
***A motion was made by Steve Hutchens and seconded by Brad Huffman that all expenditures
up to and including $1000 can be made without approval from Council but must have approval
through the appropriate committee. However, all expenses must be supported by appropriate
documentation. Any expenses over $1000 must have three quotes and Council approval. The
motion passed unanimously.
The following have applied and been accepted for Gerald Bame Scholarships:
Abbey Deaton $1,000 – Cabarrus College of Nursing
Ethan Wilhelm $1,000 – NC State – Veterinarian
Ellie Wilhelm $1,000 – Lenoir Rhyne – Pre-Med
Miranda Thompson $500 – RCCC – Medical Coding
Caden Madden $500 – RCCC – Information Technology
***A motion was made by Lisa Graczyk and seconded by Steve Hutchens to approve these five
young people for Gerald Bame scholarships. The motion passed unanimously.
***A motion was made by Brad Huffman and seconded by Steve Hutchens to approve the repair
and painting of the narthex. The motion passed unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS
None
Next Executive Meeting: Sunday, June 5, 2022 @ Lunch
Next Council meeting: Sunday, June 12, 2022 @ 2:00 pm
June Devotions: Amanda Cauble
If there is no further business to come before this meeting, we will adjourn with The Lord’s
Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt
Secretary
Mission: Christ Centered – Mission Driven – Traditionally Grounded – Congregationally Focused
Vision: One Relationship at a time
Action: Building our relationship with God and our neighbor

CALLED CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING
June 12, 2022
The Congregation Council met immediately after service on Sunday June 12, 2022 to approve the
April financial report. Members present were Ron Vellines, Steve Hutchins, Brad Huffman, Tara
Davis, Gladys Morgan, Jennifer Curlee, Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt and Pastor Heidi.
Mary Hutchins was in attendance to present the report for Lucinda Fraley. After a brief discussion,
a motion was made and seconded to approve the April report. The motion passed.
Members were reminded of the Town Hall meeting/fellowship on Sunday, June 26. The menu
was planned. Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt
Secretary

CALLED CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING
June 26, 2022
The Congregation Council met Sunday, June 26, 2022 immediately following the Town Hall
meeting for the purpose of approving a revised April financial report and the May financial report.
Members present were Jennifer Curlee, Tara Davis, Amanda Cauble, Larry Barringer, Gladys
Morgan, Brad Huffman, Matt Miller, Lucinda Fraley, Ron Vellines, Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt and
Pastor Heidi.
Lucinda presented the reports and answered all questions. A motion was made and seconded to
approve both reports as presented. The motion passed.
In addition, Pastor Heidi’s request for vacation for part of the first week in July and part of the last
week in July was discussed. This was requested because the Punts will be moving out of their
house the first of July and will be moving into their new home the last of July. A motion was made
and seconded to approve these vacation days. The motion passed.
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt, Secretary

August Birthday Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1
Mary Bost
Jimmie Earnhardt
June Pryor
Doris Shepherd

2
Pamela Queen

3

4

5
Tanner Heintz
Macky Swicegood

6

7
Dusty Morgan, Sr.

8

9

10

11
Richard Lyons, II

12
Vicki Hunter

13

14

15

16
Melissa Arey
Matt Miller
Matthew Vellines

17
Ruby Leazer

18
Madison Harrington

19
Yvonne Welton

20
Malynda Peeler

21

22
Jean Ray

23
Patrick Miller

24
Mary Hutchens

25
Rozalyn Walton
Travis Williams

26

27
Sheila Mulkey
Patsy Sigmon
Lucas Wilhelm

28

29
Jeremy Welton

30

31

Revised as of 7-28-22

August Anniversaries:
August 3
August 16
August 24
August 27
August 28

Mike and Brenda Cauble
Frank and Dawn Merrell
Greg and Angela Poole
Jeremy and Yvonne Welton
Steve and Ervina Walton

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary? Please contact the church office (704) 6365092 – we don’t want to leave anyone out!

August Calendar – dates/times subject to change
Sun

Mon Tues

Old Pine Center Dutch Meeting Hall
Both Fellowship Halls
Youth
Meetings
Event

1

Thurs

Fri

Sat

2
3
6:30 p.m. 90 Days
10:30 a.m. 90 Days Revelation
Revelation Bible Study Bible Study
2:00 p.m. Paint, Color, and
Draw
6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
9
10
6:30 p.m. 90 Days
10:30 a.m. 90 Days Revelation
Revelation Bible Study Bible Study
8:00 p.m. All College
6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus
Age Invited!
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

7
9:35 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Sunday School Ending
Ceremony
10:30 a.m. SS Teachers Appreciation
12:30 p.m. Union Women
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Union & Salem
Middle/High School Youth at Salem

8

14 Homecoming
9:35 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Rev. Jarrod Lanning, Guest
Preacher
2:00 p.m. Mission Team & Social Ministry
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Little Lutherans (5th
grade and younger)

Wed

4
6:00 p.m. Church
Council Fresh
Eyes Summit
7:30 p.m. Summer
Sunday School
Volunteers
11
10:00 a.m. Good
Timers

5

6

12

13
8:00 am. Church
Work Day

15

16
5:30 p.m. Executive
Co.
6:30 p.m. 90 Days
Revelation Bible Study

17
10:30 a.m. 90 Days Revelation
Bible Study
2:00 p.m. Lay Ministers
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir

18
6:00 p.m. Finance

19

20

21
9:35 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
12 noon Rieblin Reunion (Old Pine Center)
2:00 p.m. Church Council
4:00 p.m. Christian Ed, Sunday School,
Youth & Family
Deadline for September articles

22

23
24
6:30 p.m. 90 Days
10:30 a.m. 90 Days Revelation
Revelation Bible Study Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir

25
6:00 p.m. Worship
& Music

26

27

28
9:35 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
4:00 p.m. Luther League

29

30
31
6:30 p.m. 90 Days
10:30 a.m. 90 Days Revelation
Revelation Bible Study Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir

Revised as of 7-29-22

