T h e U n i o n M e s sen g er
March 2022

Volume 3

Breakfast for dinner?!?
Join us for a pancake supper
sponsored by our youth, as we celebrate
Shrove Tuesday, March 1, – Mardi
Gras before the beginning of Lent on
Ash Wednesday. From 5:00 PM – 7:00
PM dinner will be served, so feel free to
stop in any time during that time frame
to enjoy dinner in the Dutch Meeting
Hall.
The menu will include but not limited
to: pancakes, sausage, and bacon.
The burning of palms will be held
following the dinner.
A basket will be available for
donations. Funds raised will go towards
helping our youth. Please make checks
payable to Union Lutheran Church.
ASH WEDNESDAY
March 2 at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
in the Sanctuary
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning
of the forty-day season of Lent. Its
name is taken from the ancient biblical
tradition of using ashes as a sign of
repentance and human mortality. We
come together in humble and honest
reflection on our own sinfulness,
trusting in the forgiveness of our
merciful Lord and in the promise that
he has won for us in the cross.
Union will be observing Ash
Wednesday, March 2, in the
Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. with the
service of the Word and at 6:30 p.m.
with the Imposition of Ashes.

Lenten Series is entitled:

The Case for Easter
Tuesdays, March 8, 15, 22, 29,
April 5, & 12 at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, March 9, 16, 23, 30,
April 6, & 13 at 10:00 a.m.
Lee Strobel investigates the Bible’s
accounts of Jesus’ resurrection to
determine whether the resurrection actually occurred.
This "investigation" into Christ's
death answers three crucial questions
seekers ask: Was Jesus' death a sham?
Was his tomb really empty? Was he
seen alive after his death on the cross?
Lee Strobel's award-winning skills as a
legal journalist will persuade even the
most hard-boiled skeptics to reconsider
Jesus' death and resurrection
We will meet every Tuesday evening
and Wednesday morning with food and
faith in the Dutch Meeting Hall!

“But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect” (1Peter 3:15).
A few weeks ago, I faithfully accompanied my husband on a
trip to Lowes. He needed something to complete a project at
home and I wallowed around the decorating aisles. Anyway, as
I was walking down the isle, I noticed this little pip-squeak of
what I believe resembled a chihuahua puppy. This four-legged
creature was so tiny, that I had to step a little closer to make
sure that I wasn’t seeing things. As I leaned toward the shopping cart, where his owner
had him in, the once calm and seemingly friendly puppy immediately perked its ears up,
glared at me and started snarling and barking. He had the courage of a Doberman or
Great Dane. He didn’t care that I was 120 times his size. He was adamant to defend his
7 foot, muscle bulging gym owner.
If only we as Christians could defend “the reason for the hope that is in” us with similar courage. Why is it that when critics and skeptics lean toward us with accusations
such as: “You are all just a bunch of hypocrites; or science disproves Christian theories;
or there is no hell; or humans are free to choose who they wish to place their faith in; or
God is simply a form of escaping personal responsibility and reality…” Why is it that
we shy away, timidly quiver in the corner or clumsily stumble over insecurities?
Perhaps we struggle with this because we feel we must defend God? The truth is we
need not defend God. God can defend Himself! The owner of our courageous puppy
most certainly didn’t need the defense of the miniature creature either, yet the little fella
thought it was all up to him. Peter writes we are to defend the “reason for the hope that
is in” us! This hope according to scripture is confident expectation, a firm assurance regarding things that are unclear and unknown (Romans 8:24-25, Hebrews 11:7), it is a
fundamental component of the life of the righteous (Proverbs 23:18). Hope is what gives
life meaning (Lamentations 3:18, Job 7:6). Hope is Jesus Christ (Matthew 12:21, 1 Peter
1:3) and it is a gracious gift poured into us through the presence of the Holy Spirit
(Romans 8:24-25). Hope is in us, woven into the very fabric of our soul.
Perhaps we view ourselves to be ill equipped or too small when facing sceptics and
critics. They seem to be 120 times better equipped and way more intimidating. We just
do not know what to do or what to say, so we do nothing and say nothing. We may alternatively snarl and bark incisively, but we know that the latter isn’t the answer either
since Peter tells us to defend the hope that is in us… “with gentleness and respect”. In
the face of giants, we are victorious because of the very “hope that is in us”, the same
hope that David had when he faced Goliath.
During the season of Lent, we will lean deeply into God’s Word, as we engage in
weekly Tuesday evening or Wednesday morning faith, food and fellowship times. Using
Lee Strobel’s series “The Case for Easter” as a guide, we will peel away at the layers of
seemingly intimidating criticisms and by God’s grace come to celebrate this very hope
that is in us, the reason for being gentle and respectful in our defense. Join me at the foot
of the cross and in the dust of our Saviors footsteps this Lent.
Joyful Blessings, Your Pastor
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Union Women

Come join us for Paint, Color, and
Draw on Wednesday, March 2, at 2:00
p.m. This is a great opportunity for us to
come together to be creative and
fellowship with one another in prayer
and conversation. You are invited to
bring your supplies or use the supplies
provided.

We are excited to announce that the
Union
Women’s
organization
has
reformed! ALL WOMEN are invited to the
next meeting of the UNION WOMEN on
Sunday, March 6. We will meet in the
Drew Wise Sunday School Class following
worship with a bag lunch to eat and
fellowship before the meeting begins at
12:30 p.m.
We will briefly discuss business however
the meeting will primarily focus on
determining the Union Women’s Purpose,
Mission, and Vision.
In addition to the Social Ministry
Committee and February Benevolence
Focus, the Union Women are collecting in
-kind gifts: feminine care products, soap/
body wash, household cleaning products,
toilet paper, baby wipes, backpacks, school
supplies, for the Carolinas Lutheran
Women’s (CLW) Convocation on April 2
for the Family Crisis Council. Donations
may be placed in the pink basket in the
Office Building. Deadline is Sunday,
March 27.
On Saturday, April 2, CLW registration
and light refreshments begins at 8:45 a.m.
with the meeting beginning at 9:30 a.m.
The theme is “Coffee Break – Time with
God.” Cost is $8.00.
Janie Lesley will be coordinating the
Union Women attending the CLW
Convocation on Saturday, April 2. All
those going are requested to give her your
$8.00 and fill out the registration form at
our next meeting on Sunday, March 6, at
12:30 p.m. Forms will be available to fill
out.

Confirmation Class will continue meet
on Wednesday evenings, March 2, 9, 16,
& 23 at 6:15 p.m.
Sunday, March 6
9:15 a.m. Music Time
with Preschool-5th Grade
Attention Parents: The Kids Choir will
be singing during worship.
We will have our final rehearsal at 9:15
a.m. in the church. Thanks!
9:35 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth:
The Wine Sign ~ John 2:1-11
Adult Sunday School Class:
Freed from Captivity
Ezra1:1-18, 2:64-70, 11
10:30 a.m.
Worship & Holy Communion
LBW Setting 2
The Church Council will briefly meet
following worship to review the 2022
Yearbook.
Following worship, all Union Women
are invited to bring a bag lunch
and fellowship before the meeting begins
at 12:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m. Mission Team
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Union & Salem
Middle/High School Youth at Salem
During Lent, branches will take the
place of Altar Flowers.
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Sunday, March 13
9:15 a.m.
Music Time with Preschool-5th Grade
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth:
Mountain Message ~ Matthew 6:25-34
Adult Sunday School Class:
Free to Worship ~ Ezra 5; 6-12; 10:1-5
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Union Youth and Families
During Lent, branches will take the place
of Altar Flowers.

March Rehearsals for Belles & Beaus
at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir at 7:30
p.m. will be held during the month of
March on 9, 16, 23, & 30.

Thursday, March 10. at 10:00 a.m.
Old Pine Center
Everyone is invited to attend the Good
Timers meeting on Thursday, January
13, at 10:00 a.m. in the Old Pine Center
(small Fellowship Hall).
The program is “A Return to Your
Childhood.”
Following the program the group will
eat lunch at Lakeview Restaurant.

Executive Committee will
meet
Tuesday, March 15, at 5:30 p.m. to
prepare for the Church Council’s meeting
on Sunday, March 20.
Sunday, March 20
9:15 a.m.
Music Time with Preschool-5th Grade
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth:
A Weather Wonder ~ Mark 4:35-41
Adult Sunday School Class:
Free to Celebrate
Ezra 6:13-22; Leviticus 23:4-8
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
2:00 p.m. Church Council
Deadline for April newsletter articles.
During Lent, branches will take the place
of Altar Flowers.

Worship & Music Committee will meet
Thursday, March 10, at 6:00 p.m.

Spring Forward One Hour
Daylight Savings Time
is March 13, 2021 at 2:00 a.m.
Spring Forward Safely: This is also a
good time to test your smoke alarms and
change replaceable batteries if needed.

Genevieve Baker, ULC Staff Support,
will be out of the office Friday, March 18,
and Monday, March 21.
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2022 CHURCH YEARBOOKS
Our 2022 Church Yearbooks will be
available during the week of Sunday,
March 13-Saturday, March 26, in the
Narthex. Please check off your name and
pick up a yearbook.
Please bear in mind that this is a
working directory and not an official roll
of the congregation. We hope it is correct,
but would be glad to know of any errors
you may find so that we may make
corrections. The only way we may know
of any change in your address is that you
or a member of your family keep us informed. Please do us this favor.
Property, Cemetery, Columbarium
Committee will meet Thursday, March
24, at 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, March 27
9:15 a.m.
Music Time with Preschool-5th Grade
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth:
A Life Restored ~ Mark 5:21-24, 35-43
Adult Sunday School Class:
Free Because of the Lord
Deuteronomy 8:1-11
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Called Congregational
Meeting regarding 2022 Yearbook
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Luther League for
Middle and High School Youth (Organ)
April newsletter available for pick up.
During Lent, branches will take the place
of Altar Flowers.
Deadline to turn in donations for
Women’s Battered Shelter.

A CALLED MEETING of the
CONGREGATION will be held
following the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
on Sunday, March 27. The purpose of
the meeting will be reviewing and
approving the 2022 Yearbook.

How Can You Serve?

Church Work Day

Saturday, March 26
Come join us for a church work day
both inside and outside on Saturday,
March 26, beginning at 9:00 a.m. Bring
your supplies, tools and anything you
think could be useful. Working together
we can accomplish so much!
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The Sunday School Classes are
serving Congo Mission International
during the month of March.
A noisy offering will be collected
during the Welcome and Announcements
to financially support Congo mothers
and their newborn babies.
Please turn in monetary donations to
the Grade School “Joy” classroom
(Mrs. Judy Boyd).
Everyone is invited to participate in
this month’s Sunday School project!

The stewardship of our finances,
service and time is an area of our lives
where we can faithfully proclaim the
gospel. Giving strengthens our devotion
to Christ and frees us to live openhandedly with the gifts God gives us.
We trust in Him and His provision. As
people of faith, we give faithfully and
generously supporting the mission of the
church – Bringing Christ to People.
Avenues of Giving:
• Offering Basket
• Mailing Offering
• Online https://ulcsalisbury.org/giveonline/) (Please note a service fee is
charged using online giving.)
Loose Offering on Sundays is
distributed to: 1st Sunday (Social
Ministry Fund), 2nd Sunday (Gerald
Bame Scholarship Fund), 3rd Sunday
(Building and Repair Fund), 4th Sunday
(Youth Mission Fund), and 5th Sunday
(Mission Church or Special).

MARCH BENEVOLENCE FOCUS
Congo Mission International
Goal: $1,000.00 based on Ministry Plan
Congo Mission International seeks
partnerships between churches in North
America and those of the dynamic and
growing Lutheran church in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, with the
objective of fostering a mission awareness
within churches in North America, and
working with Pastor Didi Panzo (NALC
Global Worker) in equipping Lutherans in
Congo to become more effective in their
proclamation of the Gospel and service to
the people of God. Pastors Stéphane
Kalonji and David Nuottila travel to
Congo every year for three weeks. They
offer biblical and theological education,
support the feeding of children suffering
from hunger and malnutrition, “free”
babies and mothers detained in clinics
after birth due to the lack of funds to pay
their bills, provide Bibles in local
languages to leaders, support farming
projects to help grow food locally, and
minister in many other ways. Between
mission trips, the two short-term
missionaries maintain contacts with the
local leaders and continue to support the
work in Congo via email, telephone and
social media.
During the month of March, Union
will focus on: Mothers and their newborn
babies are regularly detained in clinics
throughout Congo because they lack the
funds to pay the hospital bills. They are
detained until they pay their bills or offer
collateral. Because of the generosity of
Christians in North America, Pastor
Kalonji and Pastor Nuottila free many babies and mothers every year. In 2017, the
oldest baby they freed had been detained
6 for seven months after her birth.

Did you know that the Mission Team
will mail out cards (get well, thinking of
you, birthday, etc.) to members of the
church? All you have to do is place your
card and addressed envelope in the blue
basket in the Narthex. The Mission
Team will provide the postage and mail
the card out for you.
Two boxes of the Union Lutheran
Church 225th Anniversary plates are
available in the Hallway Cabinet for a
small donation of your choosing. Please
mark on your offering envelope Archive.

If you wish to have access to our WiFi,
please use ULC Guest.
During the month of January, the
Sunday School Ministry and a Sunday
noisy offering received quarters for the
residents of Autumn Care. A total of
$161 was collected. The quarters will be
used for Bingo prizes.

150 of the UNION HISTORY
BOOKS written by Pastor Lippard are
available for a small donation of your
choosing. Please mark on your offering
envelope Archive.

We welcomed into our church family on
Sunday, February 13, through the
sacrament of Holy Baptism, Harlem
Jones, friend of Micah Nguyen.

Rev. Tonya Brittain, daughter of Union
Lutheran Church, was installed as Pastor
at Organ Lutheran Church on Sunday,
February 20.

THOSE SERVING IN MARCH
Acolytes: Felisaty and Dusty Morgan
Altar Guild: Jan Huffman and Nikki Nguyen
Communion Assistants:
Tara Davis, Doris Shepherd, and Franklin Merrell
Lay Readers: Dusty Morgan Jr. Family
Ushers: Mike Cauble, Phil Cauble (HU), Elbert Kluttz,
Wade Leazer, and Ronald Vellines
Offering Counters: Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt, Sonya Mulkey, and Vivian Sprinkle
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ARCHIVES TEAM
After two years of Covid thinking and planning, the Archivists have begun work on our
new Archive Rooms. We are in the process of cataloguing the materials and putting in
“stacks” according to what they are. So far we have found some treasures (eat your
heart out Curse of Oak Island treasure hunters!). Among them are hymnals dating back
to the late 1800s all the way to the present day, a Book of Concord dated to 1840, and a
booklet of Pastor Artz’s Funeral sermons from 1844. At this point, we are planning to
have a Pr. B.E. Petrea collection, a Pearl Lyerly Kluttz collection, and a Lucy Kerns
collection containing a large number of items donated by each of their families.
Rowan Museum Director, Aaron Kepley, has been especially helpful in giving advice
on how and what to do. In one of our work sessions, Aaron found a document that was
nothing short of amazing. It appears to be a page torn out of the NC Synod minutes
book from 1815 and 1816. We are in the process of preserving this page and possibly
sharing a copy with the archives at Southern Seminary with us keeping the original.
Aaron has contacted Dr. Freeze at Catawba College about this find as well.
We have also found two boxes of the Union Lutheran Church 225th Anniversary plates.
We have decided to put these plates in the cabinet at the end of the hall for members to
get for their personal use. These plates were originally sold for about $8, but we are not
putting a price on them – just looking for a contribution that will be used to fund future
archive expenses. Likewise, we have about 150 of the Union History books written by
Pastor Lippard. You may also get one or more of these. They originally sold for $2.
Stay tuned as we find more treasures, we will share with you.
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER…
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat &Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, and
Jane Peeler (Autumn Care), and Jean Ray (Brookdale)
Homebound Members - Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Frances Norris, Zarah Plyler,
Billy Waller, and Michael Walton
Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Melissa Arey, Bill Broadway, Jake Cauble,
Mike Cauble, Linda Hartley, Steve Hutchens, Tommy and Joan Kerns, Pat Kluttz,
Nancy Kesler, John Knight, Margaret Lyerly, Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold Miller,
Dusty Morgan, Gladys Morgan, Kay Morgan, Ruth Myers, Marvin Nunn, William Page,
Wyatt Thompson, Ann Tucker, Effie Vellines, and Wayne Vellines
Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Nancy Barringer (cousin of
Larry Barringer, Evonne Batten (mother of Lisa Morgan), Gary Brown (friend of Karen
Barringer), Jimmie Cagle (sister of Pat Kluttz), Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton),
Arnold Cauble, Janet Dunning (sister of Doris Shepherd), Martha Eller (friend of Pat
Kluttz), June Fraley, Pastor Gross (NALC Pastor in Ukraine with possible Russian
invasion), Amy Lowder Harrison and Jesse Morgan, Jr., Emily Jones (sister of Jimmy
Plyler), Teresa Kesler, Glenn and Betty Sue Lowder, David Mitchell (friend of Pete
Nguyen), Della Morgan (mother of Pam Vellines), Dusty Morgan, Sr. Family (Dusty,
Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty, Jr.), Hong Nguyen (mother of Pete Nguyen), Laura Stokes
(friend of Frank and Dawn Merrell), Abby, Rick, Brandon, and Hailey Swanson (Janie
Lesley’s family), Mary Trexler (sister of Brenda and Linda Cauble and Margaret
Lyerly), Brinley Rose Upchurch, Union Fire Department #76, Haiti (recent earthquakes),
and those affected by natural or political disasters.
Confirmation Students: Mallory Eagle, Harlem Jones, Micah Nguyen (Faith Coach),
Makenzie Poole, Emme Poole, Bailey Wilhelm, and Lucas Wilhelm
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us
know if a correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name
that can be removed, please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep
the list current, we will update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known
prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank you!
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Honorariums and Memorials Gifts Given
to the Glory of God during February
A gift was received for the Narthex
Expansion Fund in honor of Harlem
Jones upon his Baptism on Sunday,
February 13, 2022 from:
Jennifer and Scott Curlee

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 10
10:30 a.m. Worship &
Holy Communion
As Holy Week begins on Palm
Sunday we are drawn into the
dramatic turn of events of the last days
of Jesus’ life. On Sunday he is
welcomed into Jerusalem with shouts
of joy and roaring “hosannas.” By the
end of the week he will be betrayed,
arrested, and abandoned by Passover
pilgrims and his closest friends. Things
turn quickly from a parade to a death
sentence which is carried out on a
cross between two thieves.
Journey with us through Holy Week
at Union Lutheran Church. We will
begin with having palms available to
place at the cross outside on Palm
Sunday.

A gift was received for the Franz
Merrell Crisis Fund in honor of Dawn and
Frank Merrell in appreciation of their
dedication to Union Lutheran Church and
the community from:
Debbie Rinehart
A gift was received for the Narthex
Expansion Fund in memory of Gene
Honbarrier from:
Frank and Dawn Merrell
A gift was received for the Narthex
Expansion Fund in memory of Grace
Morgan from:
Frank and Dawn Merrell

Stations of the Cross
This year beginning on Monday
afternoon, April 11, we will have the
opportunity to drive to each Station of
the Cross for meditation and prayer.
Every station resembles the journey
Christ took from Gethesemane to
Golgatha. This can be a moving
experience for individuals and
families. Please plan to prayerfully
participate in this very personal walk
with Jesus. A booklet will be available
before the first station to guide you.

Special Gift
On behalf of Union Lutheran Church,
we would like to thank Hong Thi Dang
Nguyen & Nguyen D Nguyen for their
generous and thoughtful gift of $500 to
be disbursed where need.
Through this gift, our ministry can continue to grow to touch the lives of people
in our church, community, and world.
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Maundy Thursday, April 14
10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday recalls Jesus’ last
supper with his disciples where he
institutes what the church knows as the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. As a
sign of his servant-love, Jesus washed
his disciples’ feet and gave them a new
commandment, that they should love one
another as he has loved them. We see
ourselves in the disciples, who will
abandon their Lord in various ways as
Jesus makes his way to the cross.

Following the evening Good Friday
service, we will have a PRAYER VIGIL.
A prayer vigil is a watchful, awake time
set apart for the purpose of prayer. As an
act of public witness, it offers the
community a space to connect with God so
that God’s vision for love and justice can
be carried out through us.
Union understands prayer vigils to be
grounded in the power of the Holy Spirit
to change people’s hearts and minds and
to strengthen us in our work and witness.
If you would like to participate please
sign up on the sheet coming soon to the
Narthex.

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 15
10:30 A.M. & 6:30 P.M.
This holy day recalls the last hours of
Jesus’ life as the suffering servant is
nailed to the cross, fulfilling his mission
as the sacrificial Lamb of God. The
sinless One takes on humanity’s sin as he
is betrayed by his closest companions,
arrested and sentenced to a shameful
death, even as Pontius Pilate finds no
fault in him. We see ourselves in the
angry crowd and lament our own denial
of our Lord.

Also, on Good Friday, our youth will
have a Lock-in at 7:30 p.m. We invite the
Congregation to sponsor a youth member
(funds will go towards Youth Retreats/
Trips).
If you would like to participate by
sponsoring the youth or can assist with
the Lock-in, please sign up on the sheet
provided coming soon to the Narthex or
contact Pastor Heidi. Thank you!
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2022 HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES AT UNION
The following activities represent some of the special highlights and events of the year,
but they do not cover many daily, weekly, and monthly ministries and activities of Union
Lutheran Church that takes place in our endeavor to serve our Lord Jesus Christ and proclaim His gospel.
FEBRUARY
• Dawn Merrell has graciously accepted the invitation of becoming Union’s Interim
Organist and Music Director.
• Every Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m. a Music Time has been offered for our Preschool – 5th Graders beginning in February.
• On Sunday, February 6, the women’s organization was formed. The group call
themselves the “Union Women.” The group will meet the first Sunday of each
month following worship with a bag lunch and fellowship with the meetings
beginning at 12:30 p.m.
• Pastor Heidi Punt attended the NALC Pastors’ Conference in Orlando, FL, from
Monday, February 14-Thursday, February 17.
th
• On Sunday, February 20, we celebrated Bill Broadway’s 90 birthday in the Dutch
Meeting Hall.
• Also, on Sunday, February 20, Rev. Tonya Brittain, daughter of Union Lutheran
Church, was installed as Pastor of Organ Lutheran Church.
• On Saturday, February 26, the Church Council, Committees, Organizations and
Team Leaders met for a Visionary and Leadership Retreat from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
at Border’s Concepts Showroom in Lexington, NC.
• The Archive Team has been working on organizing the new Archive Room in doing
so they have unearthed a document that was nothing short of amazing. It appears to
be a page torn out of the NC Synod minutes book from 1815 and 1816. We are in
the process of preserving this page and possibly sharing a copy with the archives at
Southern Seminary with us keeping the original.
• During the month of February, the Sunday School Ministry project has collected
donations of dog and cat treats for the pound.
• Union Lutheran Church received a gift in February of $500 to be used where need
from Hong Thi Dang Nguyen & Nguyen D Nguyen.
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Good Timers
The Good Timers met for their monthly meeting on February 10, 2022 in the Old Pine
center with Dawn Merrell, presiding. The December 2021 minutes were read and
approved. The meeting was cancelled for January due to COVID. Dawn had the
devotions on the history of the hymn “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing.”
January birthdays: Vivian Sprinkle (2), LA Earnhardt (25)
January wedding anniversaries: Dillon Broome and Karen Morgan (1), LA and Jimmie
Earnhardt (5)
February birthdays: Dawn Merrell (17), Tommy Kerns (23), Sylvia Peeler (26)
February wedding anniversaries: Joan and Tommy Kerns (17)
We welcomed Betty Sue Lowder as a new member.
We had 11 members and 3 visitors (Cathy Cross, Keeley Morgan, and Patricia Beck) in
attendance with an offering of $14.00.
Sick Report: Ann Tucker, Jake Cauble, William Page, Joan and Tommy Kerns, and
Gladys Morgan
Patricia Beck won the door prize.
The program today was about how you and your spouse met: Dickie (Nancy) Shue,
Vivian (Johnny) Sprinkle, Doris (Gerald) Bame, Doris (William) Page, Pastor Heidi
(Dieter) Punt, Sylvia (Jimmy) Peeler, Faye (Bob) Kesler, Kathleen (Jimmy) Agner,
Ruby (Wade) Leazer, Betty Sue (Glenn) Lowder, Pat (Jim) Beck, Judy (Ray) Boyd,
Frank (Dawn) Merrell. These couple met via school, church, blind dates, friends.
The program in March will be about “Back to Your Childhood.” For lunch we will go
to the Lakeview Restaurant.
Dawn Merrell had the blessing before we enjoyed our lunch of pizza.
Respectfully Submitted,
Ruby Leazer
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Union Lutheran Church Joint Property and
Cemetery Committee Meeting
The Property and Cemetery Committees met in January to discuss their monthly
business at 6:30 pm in the Drew-Wise Class.
Those attending were Chairman of the Property Committee Phil Cauble, Cemetery
Committee Chairwoman Tara Davis along with Cathy Kluttz Painther, Brad Huffman,
Scott Curlee, John Kesler, Don Davis, Wayne and Ronald Vellines, Larry Barringer and
Tim Eagle.
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:
Thank you was expressed to Matt Miller for clearing our parking lot during the ice and
snow that we had in January.
The repairs to the church steeple will start in late February (weather permitting).
The work on the walls in the Narthex water damaged from the leaking church steeple
will be repaired once the steeple work is complete.
Water damage to the right side facing back of sanctuary will be repaired as soon as
possible. this damage was due to the last window on the right side back window
covering not be secure allowing for a gap between the window and cover which was not
noted until the damage inside the sanctuary was discovered.
Phil Cauble is getting prices for directional signs to the Pastors Office, Secretary’s
Office and Fellowship Buildings and other office locations.
The hanging lights in the sanctuary have many bulbs that are burned out and need
replacing, replacement bulbs are being checked on.
The outside door at the Educational Building needs repair and painting and will be
added to the list of work that needs to be done on the next workday.
The committee is getting estimates on new flooring in the hallway in the wing of the
church the Joy Classroom and Prayer Room are off this hall.
All of the repairs around the church that need to be completed that are not absolutely
have been put on “hold” until the steeple is repaired. We have the money to pay for
steeple repairs but have to be prepared for any unseen damage that will have to be taken
care of if necessary.
The Committee discussed the upcoming workday (date to be announced). We are
planning to ask the youth of Union to help out on our workday also.
CEMETERY COMMITTEE:
Tara Davis and John Kesler ask that they have access to funds from the Cemetery Fund
so checks can be written to pay for necessary expenses such as mowing and supplies.
This is a long standing practice that the committee pays their expenses from the
Cemetery Fund Account.
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The Cemetery is asking permission to remove all Christmas flowers from the cemetery
by the first of April.
Mackey Swicegood (Dot and Red’s) son has purchased his stone monument and has
been placed at his site in the cemetery.
This information provided by,
Cathy Kluttz Painther
You’re Invited to the Carolinas Mission Region
Spring Mission-Fellowship Event
Saturday, May 21, 2022, noon - 2:30 p.m.
Advent Lutheran Church, Kings Mountain
230 Oak Grove Rd. Kings Mountain, NC 28086
Enjoy an afternoon of fun, food, and fellowship
with fellow Christians from all over the Carolinas!
At this event we will:
• Assemble Health/Hygiene Kits for NALC Disaster Response
• Hear from Disaster Response Coordinator, Mary Bates, about how the NALC offers
help and hope following disasters
• Dedicate the kits we assemble
• Enjoy lunch provided by the folks of Advent (If you have strict dietary restrictions,
please bring a bag lunch.)
• Enjoy live music and lively fellowship
• And have a great time serving the Lord!
Sunday school, men’s, women’s, senior, & youth groups; friends, families, & neighbors
- EVERYONE is welcome to participate!
This is an outdoor event.
Bring lawn chairs, picnic blankets, bug spray, and sunblock.
Working Together
Each congregation will bring only certain items for the kits.
You may also bring:
• printed Bible verses and prayers to be placed inside the kits
• new or used Bibles
• gift cards to Home Depot, Lowe’s, or Walmart
• new or used blankets
• baby diapers and wipes.
• Donations will be accepted at the CMR Convocation on May 13-14.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS & SUPPORT!
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UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH
A charter congregation of North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
OUR MISSION:
Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused
(Matthew 28:18-20)
OUR VISION: One Relationship at a Time
4770 Bringle Ferry Road
Salisbury, NC 28146
Phone (704) 636-5092 ~ Fax (704) 636-1022
Website: https://ulcsalisbury.org/
OFFICE HOURS: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor - pastor@ulcsalisbury.org
(815) 883-4883
Rev. T. C. Plexico, Pastor Emeritus
Interim Organist/Choir Director: Dawn Merrell
Staff Support: Genevieve Baker - office@ulcsalisbury.org
Facilities Manager: Phil Cauble (704) 213-0646 - sexton@ulcsalisbury.org

Lay Ministers:
Judy Boyd (704) 279-5378
Tara Davis (704) 637-9334
John Kesler (704) 633-5702
Elbert Kluttz (704) 633-3484
Deena Lanning (704) 637-0810
Gladys Morgan (704) 636-1977
Ann Tucker (704) 633-0271
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March Birthdays
Sun

Mon

Revised as of 2-18-22

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1
Peyton Miller

2 Ash Wednesday

3
David Arey
Glenn Honeycutt
Karen Morgan

4
Karen Greene

5

6 Lent
PJ Love

7
Debbie Rinehart

8

9
Linda Hartley

10

11

12
Brad Trexler

13
Tonya Burgess

14
Franklin Merrell
Zarah Plyler

15

16

17 St. Patrick’s Day
Kat Clifton

18
Mike Taylor

19

20
Nancy Kesler
Steve Peeler
Alexis Smith

21
Tommy Agner

22
Jim Graczyk

23
Patrick Sigmon

24

25
Mark Cauble

26
Monica Harris

27
Eddie Morgan

28

29
Nikki Nguyen

30
Judy Boyd
Dwayne Earnhardt
Lucas Kesler

31

March Anniversaries:
March 6
March 20
March 27
March 28

Randy and Ouida Davis
Joel and Tonya Burgess
Paul and Lynn Coughenour
Steve and Mary Hutchens

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary? Please contact the church office (704) 6365092 – we don’t want to leave anyone out!

March – dates/times subject to change
Sun

Mon

Revised as of 2-22-22

6 Lent
9:15 a.m. Music Time (Preschool-5th Grade)
9:35 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
Following worship brief called Church
Council meeting
12:30 p.m. Union Women
2:00 p.m. Mission Team
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Union & Salem
Middle/High School Youth at Salem
13
Daylight Savings Time begins
9:15 a.m. Music Time (Preschool-5th Grade)
9:35 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. ULC Youth and
Families
Yearbooks available
20
9:15 a.m. Music Time (Preschool-5th Grade)
9:35 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
2:00 p.m. Church Council
Deadline for April articles
Yearbooks available
27
9:15 a.m. Music Time (Preschool-5th Grade)
9:35 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Congregational Meeting (2022
Yearbook)
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Luther League (Organ)

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1
5:00 p.m. Shrove
Tuesday and
Burning of Palms

2 Ash Wednesday
10:30 a.m. Ash Wednesday
Service
2:00 p.m. Paint, Color, and Draw
6:15 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service
9
10:30 a.m. Lenten Service
11:30 p.m. Lunch
6:15 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles & Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

3

4

5

10
10:00 a.m. Good
Timers
6:00 p.m. Worship
& Music

11

12

7

8
5:45 p.m. Meal
6:30 p.m. Lenten
Service

14

15
5:30 p.m. Executive
5:45 p.m. Meal
6:30 p.m. Lenten
Service

16
10:30 a.m. Lenten Service
11:30 p.m. Lunch
6:15 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles & Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

17 St. Patrick’s Day

18
Genevieve
Baker, ULC
Staff Support,
out of the
office.

19

21
Genevieve
Baker, ULC
Staff Support,
out of the
office.

22
5:45 p.m. Meal
6:30 p.m. Lenten
Service

23
10:30 a.m. Lenten Service
11:30 p.m. Lunch
6:15 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles & Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

24
6:30 p.m.
Property,
Cemetery, and
Columbarium
Committee

25

26
9:00 a.m.
Congregational
Workday

28

29
5:45 p.m. Meal
6:30 p.m. Lenten
Service

30
10:30 a.m. Lenten Service
11:30 p.m. Lunch
6:15 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles & Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

31

