T h e U n i o n M e s sen g er
January 2022

Volume 1
A New Year’s Prayer
Dear Lord,
As a new year begins,
we come to You and ask for Your blessing.
We pray that you would
give us joy to fill our days,
peace to fill our hearts, and love to fill our lives.
Thank You for the plans
You have for us in this new year.
We wait in anticipation to see all You will do!
Amen.

“For I know the plans I have for your,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

Sunday, January 2, 2022
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth: A Divided Kingdom ~ 1 Kings 11:9-13, 26-40; 12:1-24
Adult Sunday School Class: Justice, Vengeance, and Mercy ~ Genesis 4
Everyone is invited to a special worship service on January 2 at 10:30 a.m.
We have a special guest, Martin Luther, sharing with us!
January Messenger available for pick up.
Please begin using the 2022 offering envelopes.

How Can You Serve?
The Sunday School Classes are serving Autumn Care in January by collecting
quarters. Quarters are given as prizes for Bingo.
Jars will be available in the Narthex or you can turn them in the Grade School “Joy”
classroom (Mrs. Judy Boyd).
A noisy offering will be held during worship collecting quarters.
Everyone is invited to participate in this month’s Sunday School project!
Pastor Heidi wishes to thank the congregation for the very generous Christmas
Blessings and Gift!

“On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasurers and presented him with
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” (Matthew 2:11)
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year from the whole Punt family. This year the
wonderful story of giving thanks and worshipping Christ is especially near to us. We
are so grateful that Pastor Dieter is doing well after his stroke and anticipate that after
about 6-8 weeks of rest, he should be able to jump right back into the “saddle” again.
But as many of you know when a scare such as that interrupts your life, it also provides opportunity for reevaluation. We consider the importance and significance of
relationships, belongings, inner feelings and the business of our lives. Life becomes
just a little more intentional.
Similarly, when the wise men or magi from the East first saw the star shining brightly
up in the atmosphere, it certainly interrupted their lives too. They too took time to
evaluate and discern. Life became a little more intentional as they embarked on the
journey. Carefully they picked the gifts they would present. Did you know that the
three gifts presented to our Lord each have a specific significance? Gold was a royal
metal. Giving Jesus this gift recognizes His kingship. Frankincense was often used
during prayer. Presenting this as a gift recognizes Jesus’ priesthood. Myrrh was commonly used for burials and offering it as a gift to Jesus, foreshadows His death, the
death that would gift us with our salvation.
We pray that this Christmas and New Year will bring us all to lead our lives a little
more intentional as we put Christ in the center of our lives. May we recognize that He
is King of Kings and rules our world. May we bow down and worship Jesus with all of
our hearts lifting up prayers of thanksgiving. May we find assurance in our salvation
given to us by our Savior.
As a family we give thanks for how God has blessed us this past year with wonderful
memories and gracious congregations. We are grateful for our little family that pulls
together and navigates through life with grace and love, always looking toward the
star that leads us to our King, our Priest and Savior.
2

This year:
• Pastor Dieter and Heidi celebrated their birthdays and wedding anniversary in
Cancun
• The family had a short vacation in Ocean Isle over the summer.
• We became a son richer when Jan-Hendrik de Buhr asked Angelique’s hand in
marriage. We pray he receives his visa soon to join us here in the states permanently.
• Angelique moved back to the states and after working in Charlotte for a while accepted a position in Statesville as Marketing Director at Southern Distilling.
• Nadia did some student teaching and shadowing as she concludes her Educational
journey at App State. She is preparing to be a Math’s/Science Teacher for Middle
School.
• Michael is in Raleigh at NC State working toward his last year at college. He continues to spend all his free time fishing, hunting and hanging out with his friends.
• Pastor Heidi continues to serve at Union Lutheran Church in Salisbury and as
NALC Global Worker to Haiti. Making time for recreational reading, playing guitar and some smaller art projects continue to bring her much joy.
th
• Pastor Dieter is approaching his 9 year of ministry at Holy Trinity in Troutman
and keeping a faithful online presence with daily devotions. He picked up his
wood working hobby and completed various projects. Unfortunately there wasn’t
as much boating done this past summer as previous years.
• Both congregations offered various youth events and a mission camp. They were
very faithful in ministry and are loved by their Pastors.
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Executive Committee will
meet
Thursday, January 6, at 5:30 p.m. to
prepare for the Church Council meeting
on Sunday, January 9.

Feast of the Epiphany and
Celebration of Light Service

During the week of January 3, the
beautiful DECORATIONS from the
CHRISTMAS SEASON will be taken
down, packed carefully, and stored for
another year. There is much work to be
done and everyone is encouraged to
come and help complete the task. Please
contact Cheryl Kluttz, Deena Lanning, or
Karen Morgan if you can help.
Come join us for Paint, Color, and
Draw on Wednesday, January 5 at 2:00
p.m. This is a great opportunity for us to
come together to be creative and
fellowship with one another in prayer
and conversation. You are invited to
bring your supplies or use the supplies
provided.

Thursday, January 6, at 6:30 p.m.
The Light of the World has come as
promised, casting out darkness and sin.
God has revealed his salvation through the
birth of his one and only son, Jesus. The
prophets spoke of him long ago, assuring
God’s people that the glory of the Lord
would shine upon them. For those who
have waited in despair, the thrill of Hi
radiance will fill their hearts. This message is for all to hear — wise and foolish
alike.
On Thursday, January 6, at 6:30 p.m. in
the Sanctuary we will celebrate the Feast
of the Epiphany and Celebration of Light
Service.
Worship & Music Committee will
meet Tuesday, January 11, at 5:30 p.m.

Everyone who participated and/or
experienced December’s Drive Thru
Live Nativity is invited to share
FEEDBACK on Wednesday, January
5, at 5:30 p.m.
Acts Bible Study
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.
Everyone is invited to join in on a seven
week Acts Bible Study beginning on
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY Rehearsals for Tuesday, January 11, at 6:30 p.m. and
and Chancel Choir at 7:30 p.m. will be Wednesday, January 12, at 10:00 a.m.
This Study will be picking up from last
held during the month of January.
year however if you didn’t participate last
4 year you can still catch up!

Sunday, January 9, Baptism of Our Lord
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth:
Comfort in Captivity ~ Jeremiah 1:4-10; 29:-14; 31:31-34; 33:14-16
Adult Sunday School Class: Injustice and Hope ~ Genesis 21:8-21
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
During the worship service, a noisy offering of quarters for Autumn Care
will be collected to assist with the Sunday School Monthly Project.
All women are invited to attend a meeting following worship on Sunday, January 9.
Please bring a bag lunch as we fellowship, discern, and implement a plan on rebooting the Union Women's organization for 2022!
2:00 p.m. Church Council (electing officers for 2022)
6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Union Youth and Families
Please sign up to reserve the Altar Flowers for Sunday, January 9.
Deadline to turn in information for the 2022 Yearbook.
With One Voice Setting 4 Liturgy begins
All organizations, committees, groups,
and individuals who are to turn in reports
for
the
ANNUAL YEARBOOK
REPORT, please do so by Sunday,
January 9. This is a very important
document in reflecting the life of Union’s
for the past year and for planning
activities for the coming year. We want to
get it out to the members of the congregation as soon as possible. Thank you for
your cooperation

The church office will begin working on
the 2022 Church Yearbook in January. If
you have any changes in your primary
contact information (phone, address,
email, etc.) please contact the office as
soon as possible.

Lay Ministers will meet Wednesday,
January 12, at 2:00 p.m.
Confirmation
Class
will
meet
Wednesdays, January 12, 19, & 26 at
6:00 p.m.
Belles and Beaus will rehears on
Wednesdays, January 12, 19 & 26, at
6:30 p.m.
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Everyone is invited to attend the Good
Timers meeting on Thursday, January
13, at 10:00 a.m. in the Old Pine Center
(small Fellowship Hall).
The program is “A Return to Your
Childhood” with a pizza lunch following.

Sunday, January 16
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth:
A Trap and a Release ~ Daniel 6t
Adult Sunday School Class: Justice and
Fairness ~ Exodus 23:1-12
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
During the worship service, a noisy
offering of quarters for Autumn Care
will be collected to assist with the Sunday School Monthly Project.
6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Union and Salem
Youth (Middle/High School) at Union
Please sign up to reserve the
Altar Flowers for Sunday, January 16.

Property,
Cemetery,
and
Columbarium Committee will meet
Thursday, January 27, at 6:30 p.m.
2021 Yearend Statements will be
mailed out at the end of January. Please
note that those who have emails the
statements will be sent via email.
2022
Offering
Envelopes
are
available to pick up in the Sanctuary.
Please pick up offering envelopes of
family members or friends that you plan to
visit with.

Sunday, January 23
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth: Homecoming Hopes: Return from Exile
Ezra 1:1-2; 7:11-28; Nehemiah 2:1-8; 12:27-43
Adult Sunday School Class: Justice, Judges, and Priests
Deuteronomy 16:18-21; 17:8-13, 19:15-21
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
During the worship service, a noisy offering of quarters for Autumn Care
will be collected to assist with the Sunday School Monthly Project.
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Luther League (Middle/High School) at Concordia
Deadline for February Newsletter articles.
Please sign up to reserve the Altar Flowers for Sunday, January 23.

Sunday, January 30
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth: A Nativity Night ~ Luke 2:1-20
Adult Sunday School Class: Justice and the Marginalized ~ Deuteronomy 24:10-21
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
During the worship service, a noisy offering of quarters for Autumn Care
will be collected to assist with the Sunday School Monthly Project.
February Messenger available for pick up.
Please sign up to reserve the Altar Flowers for Sunday, January 30.
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Red, White, and Carolina Blue ULC TShirts with the new logo are available in
different sizes from the Narthex for $13
per t-shirt. First come first serve basis
and while supplies last.
Please make checks payable to Union
Lutheran Church and mark T-shirts on
the memo line, on the offering envelope,
and place in the offering plate.
Loose Offering on Sundays is
distributed to: 1st Sunday (Social
Ministry Fund), 2nd Sunday (Gerald
Bame Scholarship Fund), 3rd Sunday
(Building and Repair Fund), 4th Sunday
(Lutheridge Scholarship Fund), and 5th
Sunday (Mission Church or Special).

The stewardship of our finances, service and time is an area of our lives
where we can faithfully proclaim the
gospel. Giving strengthens our devotion
to Christ and frees us to live openhandedly with the gifts God gives us.
We trust in Him and His provision. As
people of faith, we give faithfully and
generously supporting the mission of the
church – Bringing Christ to People.
Avenues of Giving:
• Offering Basket
• Mailing Offering
• Online https://ulcsalisbury.org/giveonline/) (Please note a service fee is
charged using online giving.)
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January Benevolence Focus

Rowan Helping Ministries
Rowan Helping Ministries operates with
a budget of $2.8 million, with only 5.2
percent of funds going to administrative
costs. Typically, nonprofits spend from
15 to 40 percent of revenue on
administrative costs. The 50 volunteers
who serve each day, 365 days per year,
make this possible.
The Long street campus consists of the
Ralph W. Ketner Center Crisis
Assistance Center, the RobertsonStanback Center and Jeannie’s Kitchen;
three remodeled permanent supportive
houses for families, two Eagle’s Nest
apartment buildings, for guests to be able
move out of the shelter into transitional
housing. In addition, there are two
satellite Food Pantries in Rowan County:
Rowan Helping Ministries West and
Rowan Helping Ministries East.
Programs include Shelter Services,
Jeannie’s Kitchen, the Clothing Center,
Food Pantry, Crisis Assistance Network,
Transitional Housing Programs, Rowan
Helping
Ministries-West,
Rowan
Helping
Ministries-East,
New
Tomorrows, Food For Thought.
Rowan
Helping
Ministries,
now
celebrating its 35th year, works to move
people out of crisis, poverty, hunger, and
homelessness in Rowan County. The
organization was built, and continues to
thrive on the generosity of volunteers,
who give their time, talents and treasures.
RHM Mission is to serve, through
cooperative community action, our
neighbors in Rowan County who are in
crisis, by providing essential life needs
and educating and empowering them to
break the cycle of crisis.

Church Membership
It’s true that people have been removed-in 2021 but please let me explain. Although the
church constitution includes a clear statement about inactive membership and a careful
process of removal, somehow action had not been taken for many years. The church
office had the task of contacting inactive members last year. Some hadn’t been to
church in over a decade; others we simply could not locate. Eventually with the Church
Council approval the church office acted to remove those we could not restore.

Sadly, many churches have constitutional statements about keeping their membership
rolls clean but do not follow through. Therefore, Union in January 2022, will send out
letters to those who have become inactive for the years 2020-2021 with records that
indicate they have not communed or contributed once in the two year period. Because of
this, the Church Council is placing their name on the Inactive Roll for a period of three
years. Inactive designations in the church yearbook will be as follows: inactive1 (for the
years 2020-2021), inactive 2 (for the years 2020-2022), and inacitve3 (for the years
2020-2023). If after the three-year period the individuals still have not communed and
contributed once, they will be removed and placed on Friends of Union.
Cleaning up the church roll can be a challenging effort, because it can create hurt
feelings – especially when family members or close friends are involved. The task can
also become overwhelming and discouraging.

Some may wonder, why go to all that trouble? Is it really all that important?
It affirms what membership truly means – for the congregation:
Removing absent members provides a great teaching moment. In doing so, leaders
remind people that church membership is not merely about having one’s name on a roll.
Choosing to join a church means that those individuals attend, they serve, they give,
they pray, they support, they help. If leaders allow disengaged people to remain
members, they are communicating the former rather than the latter. There are obvious
exceptions, of course, when it comes to college students, military, and those
homebound, but general commitment to the process of removing members displays
what membership is all about.
It affirms what membership truly means – for the inactive member:
Working through the sensitive process of contacting inactive members is an act of care.
Leaders show interest in the inactive members, making sure they understand that church
membership involves responsibilities designated for individual’s growth. Leaders also
express sorrow that those people have not remained active, along with their desire that
they reconnect with their church family. Some may have joined other churches –
perhaps just forgetting to let us know of their decision – but even then, leaders’ contact
can encourage them about future faithfulness…wherever God has led them.
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It provides a genuine basis for congregational care and accountability:
Accurate membership records will aid church ministries that focus on congregational
care. Such ministries can spend time serving those who are truly connected to the
church. And Biblical church discipline’s restorative purpose can be more effectively
administered.
It helps protect church unity:
Because our fellowship believes in congregational government, the makeup of the local
congregation is a crucial matter when it comes to church decisions and direction.
Failing to keep the membership roll current could lead to division if disgruntled inactive
members suddenly appear in order to influence decisions and ministries negatively.
Those who are not committed to the church and active in its ministry should not be
given a means whereby they can create disunity. Keeping the membership roll updated
prevents this from happening.
Genevieve Baker, ULC Staff Support Specialist

Altar Flowers
Thank you to the many members in 2021 who provided flowers and greenery during
the year!
2022 Altar Flowers sign up sheet is available in the Narthex. Please fill out the dates
that you would like to reserve. The church office will contact you the week of for
bulletin wording.
It is your responsibility to pick up the liners and delivering before the worship
services.
The purpose of providing is to beautify the sanctuary throughout the year with flowers
and plants, highlighting the seasons of the birth and resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

THOSE SERVING IN JANUARY
Acolytes: Tyler Goodman and Adam Thompson
Altar Guild: Deena Lanning and Karen Morgan
Communion Assistants: Elbert Kluttz, Deena Lanning, and Karen Morgan
Lay Readers: Elbert Kluttz, Deena Lanning, and Karen Morgan
Ushers: Phil and Linda Cauble, Mike and Brenda Cauble, and Frank and Dawn Merrell
Offering Counting Team: Jennifer Curlee, Doris Shepherd, and Wayne Vellines
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THANK YOU’S
Dear Church Family,
Thank you to all that donated casseroles
during our recent Advent evening and
morning services. Everyone enjoyed the
variety of dishes. We are so blessed to
have such wonderful cooks in our congregation.
Don and Tara Davis
Dear Union Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your support,
encouragement, and thoughtful gifts
received during the year. I look forward
to working with you in 2022!
In His Name,
Genevieve Baker, ULC Staff Support
Dear Union Church Family,
Words cannot express how grateful I am
for your support and gift. I am honored to
be working with and for my church!
Phil Cauble, Facilities Manager
Thanks was received for Union’s
continued support for the following
Benevolences:
• India Transformed
• Lutheran Military Veterans and
Families Ministries
• NALS (North American Lutheran Seminary
• Nazareth Child & Family Connections
• Gordon-Conwell
Theological
Seminary
• Family Crisis Council
• Lutheran Services Carolinas
• Food for the Poor
• SMI Haiti
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SOCIAL MINISTRY
FOR DECEMBER 2021
Our next Because We Care project are
12 x 15 light weight backpacks filled with
travel size toiletries, gloves, winter hats,
first aid items, protein bars, fruit cups,
etc., socks, rain ponchos, and small
fleece blankets for homeless persons living on the streets. We will need lots of
help from the congregation . Beginning
January 9th containers will be placed in
the side entrance and on the front pew for
warm socks, hats, small soaps, shampoo,
rain ponchos or a check made to Union
Lutheran Social Ministry.
We were busy in December distributing
snacks for Novant Hospital, gift bags and
warm toboggans for foster children, and
cereal for Rowan Helping Ministries.
All of your help is very much
appreciated.
WE HOPE YOUR NEW YEAR IS
FILLED WITH JOY, LOVE, AND PEACE
FROM CHRIST OUR SAVIOR.
Thank you to the many people who
volunteered to decorate Union for the
Advent and Christmas Season. Thank
you for your dedication and sharing your
talents with us!
A sincere thank you to the
congregation for the Christmas
remembrance given to me. To all the
choirs for your hard work and
dedication, and to the Children and
Youth and parents, thank you so much
for your support and participation! It is
important that the young ones learn the
value of being an active part of worship.
New Year’s blessings to all!
Dawn Merrell

Honorariums and Memorials Gifts Given
to the Glory of God during December

A gift was received for the Children’s
and Youth Ministry Fund in memory of
Grace Morgan from:
Sarah Holshouser

A gift was received for the Music Fund
to the Glory of God and in honor of Dawn
Merrell in appreciation for sharing her
wonderful talents and leading our Music
Ministry through the Advent and Christmas Season 2021 from:
Scott and Jennifer Curlee

A gift was received for the Cemetery
Fund in memory of John and Mae Oddie
from:
Ruby Leazer
A gift was received to the Glory of God
for the Narthex Expansion Fund in
memory of my loved ones from:
Cathy Kluttz Painther

A gift was received to the glory of God
for the Narthex Expansion Fund in honor
of Dawn Merrell sharing her musical talents with us from:
Cathy Kluttz Painther

Our Love and Sympathy is extended
to James Kluttz and Jane Peeler and
Family on the death of their sister, Billie
Kluttz Josey, in their time of grief. “Let
not your hearts be troubled; believe in
God, believe also in me” (John 14:1).

A gift was received for the Franz Merrell Crisis Fund to the Glory of God and
in honor of Frank and Dawn Merrell in
appreciation for all they do from:
Scott and Jennifer Curlee

Our Love and Sympathy is extended
to the Family of Grace Morgan on her
death, December 21, in their time of grief.
The Lord bless her and keep her. The
Lord makes his face shine on her and be
gracious to her. The Lord look upon her
with favor and give her + peace.

A gift was received for the Cemetery
Fund in memory of Anna Rose Cauble
from:
Randy and Karen Cauble and Family
A gift was received for the Narthex Expansion Fund in memory of ALL our
loved ones who have departed this life on
this earth to be with our Lord Jesus Christ
in the year 2021 from:
Faye Kesler
A gift was received for the Cemetery
Fund in memory of Kent Goodman from:
Ruth Goodman
Gifts were received for the Cemetery
Fund in memory of Norman Holshouser
from:
James and Jean Kluttz
Lloyd Miller
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Good Timers

Thursday, December 16, 2021
The Good Timers met for their monthly meeting on December 16, 2021 at the home of
Dawn and Frank Merrell. We had 16 members and 3 visitors (Cathy Cross, Betty Sue
Lowder, Keelee Morgan) in attendance. Betty Sue Lowder won the door prize. Doris
Shepherd had devotions entitled “What Does Christmas Mean to You?” and prayer. An
offering of $20.00 was received.

December birthday: Pat Kluttz (6)
December Wedding Anniversary: John and Nancy Kesler (5)
Sick Report: Tommy Kerns, Grace Morgan, and Nancy Kesler (Autumn Care)
The program in January 2022 will be “Back to Your Childhood.” For lunch we will
have pizza.
Dawn had 4 books which were her mother’s. They have to be read in order by whomever wants to read them.
Dawn had a helpful hint to everyone present: lock your vehicle especially when you are
at church.
We extend our sympathy to the families of James (Jean) Kluttz and Jane Peeler over the
death of their sister.
Officers for 2022:
Co-Presidents: Dawn and Frank Merrell, Doris Shepherd
Vice President: Sylvia Peeler
Secretary: Ruby Leazer
Treasurer: Dickie Shue
Our get together today consisted of games and refreshments and fellowship. Game #1:
While being blind folded you had to draw a sleigh, Santa, a reindeer, moon, a present, a
Christmas tree, star on top of the tree. Game #2: involved the Christmas gifts that were
brought by everyone attending. We had to pass the gifts right or left or you could open
the gift you were holding if you rolled doubles with the dice. It was a fun game. Another games was to guess the number of angels on the tree and then guess the total angels in
the room combined.
Afterwards we enjoyed refreshments. Thanks to Dawn and Frank for their hospitality.
Respectfully Submitted,
Ruby Leazer
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2021 HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES AT UNION
The following activities represent some of the special highlights and events of the year,
but they do not cover many daily, weekly, and monthly ministries and activities of
Union Lutheran Church that takes place in our endeavor to serve our Lord Jesus Christ
and proclaim His gospel.
DECEMBER
• A four-week Advent Worship “Wait on the Lord” was held on Tuesday evenings at
6:30 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Dutch Meeting
Hall.
• Thank you to the following for coordinating meals before the Advent Worships:
Don and Tara Davis, Judy Boyd, and Deena Lanning.
• A Firemen’s Banquet was held on Friday, December 3, at 7:00 p.m.
• Installation of New Council Members was held on Sunday, December 5: Amanda
Cauble, Tara Davis, and Lisa Graczyk.
• Union Lutheran Church presented a free Drive Thru Live Nativity on Saturday,
December 18, and Sunday, December 19, from 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Around 40
members and 2 dogs participated with costumes, ornately decorated scenes, and
enacted the Nativity story at six stations. A total of 135 people drove through with
107 community member and 28 members. Thank you to everyone who had a part in
making this year’s Drive Thru Live Nativity a success!
• Two Christmas Eve Candlelight Services were held on Friday, December 24. Thank
you to everyone who participated in the two services.
• Thank you to Dawn Merrell, Nancy Sloop, and Paul Baker for sharing their musical
talents with us during the Advent Season!
Right Now Media program has been
cancelled for 2022.
Did you know that the Mission Team
will mail out cards (get well, thinking of
you, birthday, etc.) to members of the
church? All you have to do is place
your card and addressed envelope in
the blue basket in the Narthex. The
Mission Team will provide the postage
and mail the card out for you.

Red, White, and Carolina Blue ULC
T-Shirts with the new logo are
available in different sizes from the
Narthex for $13 per t-shirt. First come
first serve basis and while supplies last.
Please make checks payable to
Union Lutheran Church and mark Tshirts on the memo line, on the
offering envelope, and place in the offering plate.
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER…
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat & Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, and
Jane Peeler (Autumn Care), Jean Ray (Brookdale), Gene Honbarrier (Liberty
Commons), and Betty Denker (Trinity Oaks, Apt. 123B)
Homebound Members - Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Frances Norris, Zarah Plyler,
Billy Waller, and Michael Walton
Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Melissa Arey, Bill Broadway, Mike Cauble,
Linda Hartley, Steve Hutchens, Tommy Kerns, Pat Kluttz, Nancy Kesler, John Knight,
Margaret Lyerly, Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold Miller, Dusty Morgan, Gladys
Morgan, Kay Morgan, Ruth Myers, Marvin Nunn, Karen Plyler, Ann Tucker, Effie
Vellines, and Wayne Vellines.
Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Evonne Batten (mother of
Lisa Morgan), Yvette Bates (co-worker of Karen Barringer), Jimmie Cagle (sister of
Pat Kluttz), Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton), Arnold Cauble, Janet Dunning
(sister of Doris Shepherd), Martha Eller (friend of Pat Kluttz), June Fraley, Emily Jones
(sister of Jimmy Plyler), Amy Lowder Harrison, and Jesse Morgan, Jr., Teresa Kesler,
Glenn and Betty Sue Lowder, Tim MacLeod (uncle of Lisa Morgan), David Mitchell
(friend of Pete Nguyen), Della Morgan (mother of Pam Vellines), Dusty Morgan, Sr.
Family (Dusty, Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty, Jr.), Shari Morgan (friend of Jan
Huffman), Hong Nguyen (mother of Pete Nguyen), Maggie Safrit Smale (great niece of
Effie Vellines), Laura Stokes (friend of Frank and Dawn Merrell), Brinley Rose
Upchurch, Union Fire Department #76, and those affected by natural or political
disasters.
Confirmation Students: Mallory Eagle, Harlem Jones, Micah Nguyen (Faith Coach),
Makenzie Poole, Emme Poole, Bailey Wilhelm, and Lucas Wilhelm
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us
know if a correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name
that can be removed, please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep
the list current, we will update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known
prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank you!
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Grace Curlee Morgan, 91, of Salisbury passed away
on Tuesday, December 21, 2021 at Novant Health
Glenn A. Kiser Hospice House.
Born on September 2, 1930, she was the daughter of
the late Muriel Arthur Curlee and Carson Woodford
Curlee.

Grace was the bookkeeper for Purcell Drug Store and
was a newspaper carrier for the Salisbury Post, from
which she retired. She did taxes for people and after
retirement she delivered flowers for Salisbury Flower
Shop. Grace was an active member in Union Lutheran
Church, she loved playing cards with her niece, Karen,
and the ladies of the church, she loved her books as she would sit and read for hours.
Grace was the most gentle, kindest soul you could ever meet. While Grace did not have
any kids of her own, she treated all of her nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews,
great-great nieces and great-great nephews like they were her own. She had so much
love to give to every person she encountered, the exact definition of a woman of God,
and she will be greatly missed by everyone who knew her. She loved the Lord, loved to
visit with family and friends, and was very invested in her bible study.
She was preceded in death by her husband Harold “Buck” Morgan; special friend Bobby
Shamel; brother Carson Arthur Curlee.
Those left to cherish her memories are many nieces, nephews, and close friends.
Visitation: 1:00-1:45 PM Wednesday, December 29, 2021 at the Union Lutheran
Church Dutch Hall, 4770 Bringle Ferry Rd, Salisbury, NC 28146.
Service: 2:00 PM Wednesday, December 29, 2021 at Union Lutheran Church with
Pastor Heidi Punt officiating. Burial will follow at Luther’s Lutheran Church Cemetery,
4955 Richfield Rd, Richfield, NC 28137.
Memorials may be made to the Veteran’s Association of America, P.O. Box 309
Audubon Station, New York, New York 10032-0309 or the Children and Youth
Ministries of Union Lutheran Church.
Lyerly Funeral Home is serving the Morgan family. Online condolences may be made at
www.lyerlyfuneralhome.com.
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UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH
A charter congregation of North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
OUR MISSION:
Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused
(Matthew 28:18-20)
OUR 2021 VISION: One Relationship at a Time
4770 Bringle Ferry Road
Salisbury, NC 28146
Phone (704) 636-5092 ~ Fax (704) 636-1022
Website: https://ulcsalisbury.org/
OFFICE HOURS: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (please remember to practice social distancing)
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor - pastor@ulcsalisbury.org
(815) 883-4883
Rev. T. C. Plexico, Pastor Emeritus
Music Director: Isaiah Cornelius - musicdirector@ulcsalisbury.org
Organist: Tina Brown - organist@ulcsalisbury.org
Staff Support: Genevieve Baker - office@ulcsalisbury.org
Facilities Manager: Phil Cauble (704) 213-0646 - sexton@ulcsalisbury.org

Lay Ministers:
Judy Boyd (704) 279-5378
Tara Davis (704) 637-9334
John Kesler (704) 633-5702
Elbert Kluttz (704) 633-3484
Deena Lanning (704) 637-0810
Gladys Morgan (704) 636-1977
Ann Tucker (704) 633-0271

UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Congregational Council Meeting
November 7, 2021
The Council met for its regular monthly meeting on Sunday, November 7th following Worship in the
Old Pine Center. Members present were: Larry Barringer, Lynn Coughenour, Jennifer Painther Curlee,
Don Davis, Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt, Lucinda Fraley, Brad Huffman, Steve Hutchens, Gladys Morgan,
Sonya Mulkey, and Ron Vellines along with Pastor Heidi Punt and guest Genevieve Baker. Matt Miller
was absent. Brad Huffman opened the meeting with devotions and prayer.
Ms. Baker updated the Council on membership data. Genevieve will follow up when members have
been inactive for two years by sending letters so they can reactivate their membership or let us know if
they’ve joined another church. Communication will be included in the newsletter to notify members of
this process.
ADOPT AGENDA
Brad Huffman requested to add “Land Purchase” to the agenda under Old Business.
***A motion was made by Jennifer Curlee and seconded by Ron Vellines to adopt the revised agenda.
The motion was unanimously approved.
COUNCIL MINUTES: Sonya Mulkey
The Council Minutes from the September meeting were reviewed.
***A motion was made by Jennifer Curlee and seconded by Don Davis to approve the minutes as written.
The motion was unanimously approved.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Lucinda Fraley
Lucinda Fraley updated the Council on the status of the finances and the progress being made.
***A motion was made by Jennifer Curlee and seconded by Gladys Morgan to use money from the
Music Fund to cover the overage spent from the General Fund for music expenses. The motion was
unanimously approved.
SOCIAL MINISTRY FUND: Ron Vellines
Balance - $2,523.00
CEMETERY FUND: Don Davis
Balance - $2,853.63.
UNION WOMEN’S FUND: Lynn Coughenour
Balance – $3,242.40
Looking to get the Women’s Groups restarted after the first of the year.
PASTOR’S REPORT SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER: Pastor Heidi
Pastor Heidi shared her Pastor’s Report. As part of her report, she included the following:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Office Visits- 25
Home/Nursing Home Visits – 26
Hospital/HOSPICE Visits – 19
Funerals – 1
Weddings – 1
Organizational Meetings – 9
Sunday School – 7
Confirmation – 6
Mental Health – 1 (Next Meeting is November 21st at 2:00)
Youth – 4
Worship Services – 7
Visited Haiti September 27th – October 2nd
Updated Vacation Days used and remaining

Pastor Leslie Haines leading Worship November 14th while Pastor Heidi is leading the Women’s Retreat
in Georgia.
Melanie Corn leading Worship November 28th while Pastor Heidi will be leading Worship in Kings
Mountain. No Communion on this Sunday.
Pastor Heidi expressed her thanks for the gift card and newspaper article for Pastor’s Appreciation
month.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Lynn Coughenour
The devotion schedule for future Council Meetings is as follows:
December – Don Davis
January – Ron Vellines
The Congregational Meeting will be on November 21st.
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Jennifer Painther Curlee
There was a discussion about staff contracts, and it was noted that there is only one more to be signed.
Jennifer shared an Employee Handbook sample with the Council that has been approved by the
Executive Committee.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
CEMETERY: Don Davis (Absent)
Some monuments in the cemetery have been damaged by the mowers, and the costs will be covered by
Mr. Honeycutt.
SOCIAL MINISTRY: Ron Vellines
Social Ministry will be collecting boxes of cereal November 21st through December 12th for Rowan
Helping Ministries.
Snacks will be donated to Novant Hospital in December for their employees.

MISSIONS TEAM: Gladys Morgan
The Missions Team has not met recently.
The Firemen’s Dinner is scheduled for December 3rd, 2021.
YOUTH and FAMILY MINISTRIES: Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt
The youth are continuing to meet jointly with the youth from Salem Lutheran Church.
STEWARDSHIP/LONG RANGE PLANNING: Brad Huffman (Absent)
The committee has not met recently.
PROPERTY: Larry Barringer/Matt Miller
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 11th at 6:00 p.m.
WORSHIP & MUSIC: Steve Hutchens
Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 9th.
FINANCE: Jennifer Painther Curlee
The Ministry Support Plan has been distributed.
NEW BUSINESS:
The Council voted electronically supporting the Ministry Support Plan.
Council Nominees are: Susan Knight, Lisa Graczyk, Tara Davis, and Amanda Cauble
***A motion was made by Gladys Morgan and seconded by Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt to approve these
names for the ballot. The motion was unanimously approved.
The Congregational Meeting will also include nominating a Delegate and Alternate for the Carolinas
Mission Region in May, 2022 and approving NALC Ratifications.
OLD BUSINESS:
***A motion was made by Lucinda Fraley and seconded by Larry Barringer that we table the Land
Purchase offer until after the first of the year. The motion was unanimously approved.
The Executive Committee will meet Tuesday, November 30th at 7:30 p.m. in Pastor Heidi’s office.
The next Council Meeting will be Sunday, December 5th, at 2:00 p.m. in the Drew/Wise Class.
The Congregational Council Meeting adjourned at 1:46 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Sonya Mulkey, Secretary
Mission: Christ Centered – Mission Driven- Traditionally Grounded – Congregationally
Focused (Matthew 28:18-20)
Vision: Building One Relationship at a Time
Action: 1x1x1 (One person in your family, one person in the congregation, one person in the
community)

January Birthdays and Anniversary Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat
1 New Year’s Day
Connor Harrington

2
Vivian Sprinkle

3

4

5

6 Feast of the Epiphany
JD Peeler

7

8
Anna Parks

9 Baptism of Our Lord

10

11

12

13
Randy Patton
Todd Smith

14
Miranda Thompson

15
Paul Coughenour

16
Robyn Arey

17 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Genevieve Baker
Isaiah Cornelius

18
Ann Tucker

19
Ouida Daivs
Hudson Miller

20

21

22
Devin Maxwell

23

24
Cathy Kluttz Painther

25
LA Earnhardt

26
Danielle Eagle

27

28
Lindsay Eagle
Jeff Holshouser
Kay Lyons

29

30
Sonya Mulkey
Christopher Peeler

31
Allison Miller

Revised as of 12-29-21

January Anniversaries:
January 1
January 5
January 10
January 19

Dillon Broome and Karen Morgan
LA and Jimmie Earnhardt
Howell and Teresa Kesler
Garland and Emily Jones

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary? Please contact the church office (704) 6365092 – we don’t want to leave anyone out!

January Calendar – dates/times subject to change
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

2
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship

3

4

5
2:00 p.m. Paint, Draw, and
Color
5:30 p.m. Live Nativity
Feedback
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
No Confirmation
No Belles and Beaus

6 Feast of the Epiphany
5:30 p.m. Executive
6:30 p.m. Feast of
the Epiphany and
Celebration of Light
Service

7

1 New Year’s Day
8

9 Baptism of Our Lord
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy
Communion
12 noon Rebooting Women’s
Planning meeting
2:00 p.m. Church Council
6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. ULC Youth
and Families
Deadline for Yearbook Reports

10

11
5:30 p.m. Worship
& Music
6:30 p.m. Bible
Study (Acts)

12
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
(Acts)
2:00 p.m. Lay Ministers
6: 00 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

13
10:00 a.m. Good
Timers

14

15

16
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy
Communion
6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. US Youth
(Union)

17 Martin Luther King,

18
6:30 p.m. Bible
Study (Acts)

19
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
(Acts)
6:00 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

20

21

22

23
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy
Communion
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Luther League
(Concordia)
Deadline for February articles

24

25
6:30 p.m. Bible
Study (Acts)

26
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
(Acts)
6:00 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

27
6:30 p.m. Cemetery,
Columbarium, and
Property Committee

28

29

30
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy
Communion

31

Revised as of 12-30-21

Jr. Day

