Welcome
4th Sunday after Epiphany
January 30, 2022
10:30 a.m. Worship
SERMON SERIES: Living Like Christians
Due to CDC COVID-19 Guidelines, MASKS are encouraged.
Disposable masks may be found in the Narthex.
Please remember to social distance and use the sanitization centers.

UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH

Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused
4770 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury, NC 28146
(704) 636-5092 ~ http://ulcsalisbury.org

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

O Perfect Love

Culli

The Altar Candles are lit at this time during the Prelude.
The minister leads the congregation in the invocation. The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.
Please stand as able.

P
C

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

The minister continues, using one of the sections below.

P

C
P

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9)

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P
C

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

P

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that,
attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C
Amen
HYMN
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
LBW# 315
GREETING
The minister greets the congregation.

P

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (Mark 10:47)
2

3

HYMN OF PRAISE (Luke 2:14; John 1:29; Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9)
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SALUTATION (2 Timothy 4:22)
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
O God, you know the perilous choices we are prone to make that fall short of
your desire for human faithfulness and obedience. Without you, our fragile nature
cannot survive. Support us with your Word of truth, that we may grow in faith in
the midst of our trials. Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C
Amen
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
A NOISY OFFERING of quarters for Autumn Care will be collected at this time to assist with the
Sunday School Monthly Project.
We read scripture from the Old Testament, Apostolic Letters and the Gospels because faith comes from
hearing. (Romans 10:17)

FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 1:4-10
4
Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5“Before I formed you in the womb I
knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the
nations.” 6Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am
only a youth.” 7But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for to all to
whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 8Do not
be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the Lord.” 9Then the Lord
put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me, “Behold, I have put
my words in your mouth. 10See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.”
Lay Reader The word of the Lord
C
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 71:1-6 read responsively
1
In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be ashamed.
2
In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; incline your ear to me and save
me.
5

3

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; you are my crag and my stronghold.
Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor.
5
For you are my hope, O Lord God, my confidence since I was young.
6
I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; from my mother’s womb you
have been my strength; my praise shall be always of you.
4

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 12:31b - 13:13
31b
I will show you a still more excellent way.
1
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. 3If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have
not love, I gain nothing. 4Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not
arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does
not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7Love bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8Love never ends. As for prophecies, they
will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9For
we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when the perfect comes, the partial will
pass away. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I
have been fully known. 13So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
Lay Reader The word of the Lord
C
Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (John 6:68)

P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 4th chapter.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Luke 4:31-44
31
{Jesus} went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the
Sabbath, 32and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority.
33
And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he
cried out with a loud voice, 34“Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
6

Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are — the Holy One of God.” 35But Jesus
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown
him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm. 36And they were
all amazed and said to one another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he
commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37And reports about him went out
into every place in the surrounding region. 38And he arose and left the synagogue and
entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they
appealed to him on her behalf. 39And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left
her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them. 40Now when the sun was setting,
all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought them to him, and he
laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. 41And demons also came out of
many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them
to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ. 42And when it was day, he departed
and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and came to him, and would
have kept him from leaving them, 43but he said to them, “I must preach the good news of
the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 44And he
was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.
P
The Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

SERMON

Keith Thrasher

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN
O Perfect Love
LBW# 287
APOSTLES' CREED (Romans 10:9-10)
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and was seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen
*Or, He descended to the dead.
**Or, the holy Christian Church,
Please be seated.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS (Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19)
All loose offering will go towards the Mission Fund. During the month of January, the Benevolence focus
is on Rowan Helping Ministries. If you wish for your giving to go there please specify accordingly.
Please stand as you are able.
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OFFERTORY

The choir will sing it once after which the congregation is invited to join in on the second time while the
offering is brought forward.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P
Let us pray. Blessed are you,
C
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and
dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for
the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

THE PRAYERS (1 Timothy 2:1-4)
P

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to
their needs.

After each portion of the prayers:

P
C

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
8

The prayers conclude:

P

C

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
P
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
BENEDICTION (Numbers 6:22-27)

The minister blesses the congregation, using this or another appropriate blessing.

P
C

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen

CLOSING HYMN

What Wondrous Love Is This

LBW# 385

SENDING OF DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Our church family is ever changing. Loved ones are born into the family and loved ones
come to the end of their lives. Individuals come and go in our church life.
It is important and right that we recognize these times of passage, of endings and beginnings.
Today we celebrate the gifts you have brought to us as our music director.
Hear Paul’s words written to the Ephesians:
Each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. The gifts he gave
were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to
maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ
Today we share the time of farewell with Isaiah Cornelius, whose time as our music
director ends.
He was installed as our music director on May 2, 2021.
At your installation as the music director of this congregation, we made vows to one
another.
9

Paul’s words remind us today, even as he reminded the Ephesians: to lead a life worthy
of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace.There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called
to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of
all, who is above all and through all and in all. Ephesians 4:1-6
Music Director: I thank you, my sisters and brothers, for the love, kindness, and
support shown me these past 8 months. I am grateful for the ministry we have shared
together. With joy I recall what we accomplished with God’s help, and with sadness
those dreams not fulfilled. I ask your forgiveness for expectations not met.
Congregation: We offer our forgiveness and celebrate all that God has
accomplished among us. We are grateful for your ministry and for your influence
on our lives. We ask your forgiveness for expectations not met.
Music Director: I receive your gratitude and forgive your shortcomings. And I release
you from the vows and promises made at my installation.
Congregation: We release you from your promises to us, and we offer you our
blessing as you leave to utilize your gifts and talents to serve God.

The leader may offer the following or similar prayers:
O God, you have bound us together for a time as music director and people to work for
your church in this place. We give you thanks for the ministry we have shared. Now, we
pray, be with Isaiah Cornelius and with this congregation. Grant that all of us, by
drawing closer to you, may always be close to each other in the communion of saints.
All this we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.
The prayer shawl is placed onto the music director’s shoulders as choir and
congregation join in singing…
The Lord has promised good to me;
His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures. (vs 4. Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound)
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THE SENDING (Matthew 28:19)

The minister may dismiss the congregation.

P
C
P
C

You have been nurtured in Word and Sacrament now go therefore and make
disciples of all nations
Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Union Lutheran Church you are sent!
Amen, amen, amen

POSTLUDE

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Lessons for next Sunday (February 6)
Isaiah 6:1-13; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 14:12b-20; Luke 5:1-11

Isaiah Cornelius
Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) green hymnal
With One Voice (WOV) blue hymnal
With One Voice (WOV) Setting 4 (pages 12-27)
Augsburg Fortress [Copyrighted element(s)] [Copyright notice]
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license# SBL10475L. AF Liturgies License.
Augsburg Fortress [Copyrighted element(s)] [Copyright notice]
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license# SBL10475H. AF Hymns License.
CCLI License #20615971 & CCLI Streaming License #20615988
Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), Sola Online Worship Resource Site
Permission is granted to active subscribers for local congregational use.
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Callahan

THOSE SERVING IN JANUARY
Guest Speaker: Keith Thrasher
Acolytes: Tyler Goodman and Adam Thompson
Altar Guild: Deena Lanning and Karen Morgan
Communion Assistants: Elbert Kluttz, Deena Lanning, and Karen Morgan
Lay Readers: Elbert Kluttz, Deena Lanning, and Karen Morgan
Ushers: Phil and Linda Cauble, Mike and Brenda Cauble, and Frank and Dawn Merrell
Offering Counting Team: Jennifer Curlee, Doris Shepherd, and Wayne Vellines

UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH
A charter congregation of North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
OUR MISSION:
Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused
(Matthew 28:18-20)
OUR VISION: One Relationship at a Time
4470 Bringle Ferry Road
Salisbury, NC 28146
Phone (704) 636-5092 ~ Fax (704) 636-1022
Website: https://ulcsalisbury.org/
OFFICE HOURS: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (please remember to practice social distancing)
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor - pastor@ulcsalisbury.org
(815) 883-4883
Rev. T. C. Plexico, Pastor Emeritus
Music Director: Isaiah Cornelius - musicdirector@ulcsalisbury.org
Interim Organist: Dawn Merrell
Staff Support: Genevieve Baker - office@ulcsalisbury.org
Facilities Manager: Phil Cauble (704) 213-0646 - sexton@ulcsalisbury.org
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Union News...
Sunday’s Activities (January 30):
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth: Homecoming Hopes: Return from Exile
Ezra 1:1-2; 7:11-28; Nehemiah 2:1-8; 12:27-43
Adult Sunday School Class: Justice and the Marginalized ~ Deuteronomy 24:10-21
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
Sermon Series: Living Like Christians
(Without Love I Am Nothing ~ 1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13)
During the worship service, a noisy offering of quarters for Autumn Care
will be collected to assist with the Sunday School Monthly Project.
Thank you to Keith Thrasher for leading worship and sharing the Word with us!
Thank you to Isaiah Cornelius for sharing his musical talents with us!
February Messenger is available for pick up from the Narthex.
The ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God in honor of Sonya Mulkey’s
birthday on January 30 from Thad Mulkey.
Our Love and Sympathy is extended to Angela Poole and Family on the death of Joe
Herman Poole in their time of grief.

This Week’s Activities:
Tuesday, February 1
Wednesday, February 2

6:30 p.m. Bible 101 (Acts)
10:00 a.m. Bible 101 (Acts)
2:00 p.m. Paint, Color, and Draw
New: 6:15 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

Next Sunday’s Activities (February 6):
New: 9:15 a.m. Music Time with Preschool-5th Grade
9:30 a.m. Sunday School ~ Children and Youth: A Nativity Night ~ Luke 2:1-20
Adult Sunday School Class: Nathan Condemns David ~ 2 Samuel 12:1-9, 13-15
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
Sermon Series: Living Like Christians
(Pursue that Which Builds the Church ~ 1 Corinthians 14:12b-20)
New: 12:30 p.m. Union Women’s Planning Committee
New: 2:30 p.m. Sunday School Teachers meeting
New: 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Union & Salem Middle/High School Youth
(Parents and Youth Planning Meeting) at Union
Deadline for turning in Social Ministry’s Rowan Helping Ministry Project
Please sign up to reserve the Altar Flowers for Sunday, February 6.

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE
Tuesday, February 8
6:30 p.m. Bible 101 (Acts)
Wednesday, February 9
10:00 a.m. Bible 101 (Acts)
New: 6:15 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday, February 10
10:00 a.m. Good Timers
Program: Love (Everyone is encouraged to share how you met your spouse can be funny or an “event” while courting!)
Sunday, February 13
New: 9:15 a.m. Music Time with Preschool-5th Grade
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth: Wise Men Worship ~ Matthew 2
Adult Sunday School Class: Ezra and the Law ~ Ezra 7:1-26
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
Sermon Series: Living Like Christians
(Significance of the Resurrection part 1 ~ 1 Corinthians 15:1-20)
New: 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Family Fun at the Bowling Alley
Please sign up to reserve the Altar Flowers for Sunday, February 13.
z

z

Sermon Series: Living Like Christians at 10:30 a.m.
So far we have learned that by grace God calls, collects, and equips us for
His purpose to be One Body just as the Trinity is One.
Sunday, January 30
Without Love I Am Nothing ~ 1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13
Sunday, February 6
Pursue that Which Builds the Church ~ 1 Corinthians 14:12b-20
Sunday, February 13
Significance of the Resurrection part 1 ~ 1 Corinthians 15:1-20
Sunday, February 20
Significance of the Resurrection part 2 ~ 1 Corinthians 15:21-26
The Benevolence Focus for the month of January is supporting Rowan Helping
Ministries.
2

“A SIMPLE EXPLANATION OF THE CHURCH SERVICE”
Welcome to church! As you participate in the church service, we will
be providing you with weekly nuggets to help you understand more of
what is happening, why it is happening, and some of the special
language used in church.
NUGGET #14: PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (...is the longest of

prayers.)
In the Prayer of the Church, we pray for the needs of the world, the Church, the
congregation, and local and special concerns. All those in the congregation are invited
to add their voices to each petition by responding with “Hear our prayer” or with the
words from the Kyrie, “Love, have mercy.”
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving by
made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing
in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:1-4)
(“A Simple Explanation of the Church Service”, page 17, Concordia Publishing House, 2018)

How Can You Serve?
The Sunday School Classes are serving Autumn Care in January by collecting
quarters. Quarters are given as prizes for Bingo.
Jars will be available in the Narthex or you can turn them in the Grade School “Joy”
classroom (Mrs. Judy Boyd).
A noisy offering will be held during worship collecting quarters.
Everyone is invited to participate in this month’s Sunday School project!
PLEASE NOTE UPDATE: Social Ministry will not do the homeless bags since
Rowan Helping Ministries received an abundance of bags from local churches and clubs
during December. There is still a great need for the following items for the shelter:
travel size shampoo, lotion, conditioner, deodorant, canned fruits, low sodium canned
soups, tissues, wash cloths and warm socks for extreme weather.
If you are unable to shop, you may make checks payable to Social Ministry.
We will collect items until February 6 in containers at the side entrance and front left
pew.
If you have any questions please call Cheryl Kluttz at 704-633-3484.
“Follow Gods example in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Live
a life filled with love for others, following the example of Christ who loved you and
gave himself as a sacrifice to take away your sins. And God was pleased, because that
sacrifice was like sweet perfume to him.” Ephesians 5 :1-2
3

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER…
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat & Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, and
Jane Peeler (Autumn Care), and Jean Ray (Brookdale
Homebound Members - Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Frances Norris, Zarah Plyler,
Billy Waller, and Michael Walton
Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Melissa Arey, Bill Broadway, Jake Cauble,
Mike Cauble, Linda Hartley, Steve Hutchens, Tommy and Joan Kerns, Pat Kluttz,
Nancy Kesler, John Knight, Margaret Lyerly, Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold Miller,
Dusty Morgan, Gladys Morgan, Kay Morgan, Ruth Myers, Marvin Nunn, William
Page, Karen Plyler, Wyatt Thompson, Ann Tucker, Effie Vellines, and Wayne Vellines.
Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Nancy Barringer (cousin of
Larry Barringer, Evonne Batten (mother of Lisa Morgan), Gary Brown (friend of Karen
Barringer), Jimmie Cagle (sister of Pat Kluttz), Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton),
Arnold Cauble, Janet Dunning (sister of Doris Shepherd), Martha Eller (friend of Pat
Kluttz), June Fraley, Pastor Gross (NALC Pastor in Ukraine with possible Russian
invasion), Amy Lowder Harrison, and Jesse Morgan, Jr., Emily Jones (sister of Jimmy
Plyler), Teresa Kesler, Glenn and Betty Sue Lowder, David Mitchell (friend of Pete
Nguyen), Della Morgan (mother of Pam Vellines), Dusty Morgan, Sr. Family (Dusty,
Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty, Jr.), Shari Morgan (friend of Jan Huffman), Hong Nguyen
(mother of Pete Nguyen), Laura Stokes (friend of Frank and Dawn Merrell), Abby, Rick,
Brandon, and Hailey Swanson (Janie Lesley’s family), Brinley Rose Upchurch, Union
Fire Department #76, Haiti (recent earthquakes), and those affected by natural or
political disasters.
Confirmation Students: Mallory Eagle, Harlem Jones, Micah Nguyen (Faith Coach),
Makenzie Poole, Emme Poole, Bailey Wilhelm, and Lucas Wilhelm
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us
know if a correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name
that can be removed, please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep
the list current, we will update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known
prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank you!
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