Welcome
4th Week of Advent
Wait Upon the Lord with Gratitude
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ORDER OF SERVICE
PRESERVICE MUSIC
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will tell of all your wonderful
deeds. Psalm 9:1
CALL TO WORSHIP
Please stand as able.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.
P Wait upon the Lord.
C Be strong and courageous.
P Wait upon the Lord. That’s what Zechariah did. Then he gave thanks, saying—
C Blessed be the Lord God of Israel.
P For he has visited and redeemed his people.
C To guide our feet into the way of peace.
P Wait upon the Lord.
C Be strong and courageous. Wait upon the Lord!
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P God of all mercy and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:
C We admit that we have become impatient with ourselves, each other, and
sometimes with you. We have turned to our own way and have gone astray from
your will. Lost in sin and needing to become strong and courageous, we ask you,
O Lord, to forgive our sin, cleanse our hearts, and keep us patiently waiting for
the promised coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
You are encouraged to be mindful of our brokenness and sinfulness. You are also invited to meditate on
the fact that though our sin is great, Christ’s love is greater.

P Believe and receive the good news! God sent his Son, the Babe of Bethlehem, to
show his infinite love and forgiveness for all people. Your sins are forgiven in the
holy name of + Christ who came and indeed, will come again.
C Amen.
P Wait upon the Lord.
C Be strong and courageous. Wait upon the Lord!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. O Lord, rend the heavens and come down. Be our strength every
morning and our salvation in the night of despair. Show forth your power and might,
just as you did in the days of Zechariah the priest; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit—God forever.
C Amen
Please be seated.
We read scripture from the Old Testament, Apostolic Letters and the Gospels because faith comes from
hearing. (Romans 10:17)

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 51:2-4
Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I
called him, that I might bless him and multiply him. For the Lord comforts Zion; he
comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the
garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of
song. Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my nation; for a law will go
out from me, and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples.
Lay Reader Here ends the reading.
SECOND LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-19
Pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit.
Lay Reader Here ends the reading.
Please stand as you are able.

P Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
C Those who wait upon the Lord will renew their strength. Hallelujah!
GOSPEL: Luke 1:67-79
And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people and has
raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke by the
mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we should be saved from our enemies and
from the hand of all who hate us; to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to
remember his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in
holiness and righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be called the
prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give
knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the
tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of
peace.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
4
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

MESSAGE
Wait Upon the Lord with Gratitude

Pastor Heidi Punt

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN
Everlasting God
Verse
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
Pre-Chorus
Our God You reign forever
Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer
Chorus
You are the everlasting God
The everlasting God
You do not faint
You won't grow weary
You're the defender of the weak
You comfort those in need
You lift us up on wings like eagles
APOSTLES’ CREED (Romans 10:9-10)
P
Together with all brothers and sisters in Christ we confess our faith in the one
true God.
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
*Or, He descended to the dead.
**Or, the holy Christian Church,

PRAYERS
The Prayers are spoken responsively by the pastor and the congregation:
P Heavenly Father, we wait for you.
C More than watchmen wait for the morning—
P More than watchmen wait for the morning.
C Lead us in your truth and teach us.
P For you are the God of our salvation.
C For you we wait all the day long.
P O God, inspire us to wait for you faithfully.
C Serve you joyfully.
P And give to others generously.
C Gracious Lord, grant healing for the sick.
P Courage for the fainthearted.
C Hope for the discouraged.
P And great clarity for all in the valley of decision.
A moment of personal petitions and prayers are offered at this time.

P Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray trusting in your mercy and grace.
C Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
P
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
BENEDICTION (Numbers 6:22-27)

The minister blesses the congregation, using this or another appropriate blessing.

P May God give us the faith of Abraham, the hope of Isaiah, the joy of Elizabeth, and
the gratitude of Zechariah. God will make us strong and courageous.
C As we wait upon the Lord! Amen.
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THE SENDING (Matthew 28:19)

The minister may dismiss the congregation.

P
C
P
C

You have been nurtured in Word now go therefore and make disciples of all
nations
Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Union Lutheran Church you are sent!
Amen, amen, amen
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