Welcome
2nd Week of Advent
Wait Upon the Lord with Hope
Tuesday, December 7, at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 8, at 10:00 a.m.

UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH
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(704) 636-5092 ~ http://ulcsalisbury.org

ORDER OF SERVICE
PRESERVICE MUSIC
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope. Psalm 130:5
CALL TO WORSHIP
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.
P Wait upon the Lord.
C Be strong and courageous.
P Wait upon the Lord. That’s what Isaiah said.
C Those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.
P They shall mount up with wings like eagles.
C They shall run and not be weary.
P They shall walk and not faint. Wait upon the Lord.
C Be strong and courageous. Wait upon the Lord!
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P God of all mercy and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:
C We admit that we have become impatient with ourselves, each other, and sometimes with you. We have turned to our own way and have gone astray from your
will. Lost in sin and needing to become strong and courageous, we ask you, O
Lord, to forgive our sin, cleanse our hearts, and keep us patiently waiting for the
promised coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
You are encouraged to be mindful of our brokenness and sinfulness. You are also invited to meditate on
the fact that through our sin is great, Christ’s love is greater.

P Believe and receive the good news! God sent his Son, the Babe of Bethlehem, to
show his infinite love and forgiveness for all people. Your sins are forgiven in the holy name of + Christ who came and indeed, will come again.
C Amen.
P Wait upon the Lord.
C Be strong and courageous. Wait upon the Lord!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. O Lord, rend the heavens and come down. Be our strength every morning
and our salvation in the night of despair. Show forth your power and might, just as
you did in the days of Isaiah the prophet; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit—God forever.
C Amen
We read scripture from the Old Testament, Apostolic Letters and the Gospels because faith comes from
hearing. (Romans 10:17)
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FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40:27-31
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord, and
my right is disregarded by my God”? Have you not known? Have you not heard? The
Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or
grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and to him
who has no might he increases strength. Even youths shall faint and be weary, and
young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint
Lay Reader Here ends the reading.
SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:22-25
For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of
childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait
for it with patience.
Lay Reader Here ends the reading.
P Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
C Those who wait upon the Lord will renew their strength. Hallelujah!
GOSPEL: John 1:1-5
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was
not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE
Wait Upon the Lord with Hope
HYMN
Everlasting God
Verse
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
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Pastor Heidi Punt

Pre-Chorus
Our God You reign forever
Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer
Chorus
You are the everlasting God
The everlasting God
You do not faint
You won't grow weary
You're the defender of the weak
You comfort those in need
You lift us up on wings like eagles
APOSTLES’ CREED (Romans 10:9-10)
P
Together with all brothers and sisters in Christ we confess our faith in the one
true God.
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
*Or, He descended to the dead.
**Or, the holy Christian Church,

PRAYERS

The Prayers are spoken responsively by the pastor and the congregation:

P Heavenly Father, we wait for you.
C More than watchmen wait for the morning—
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More than watchmen wait for the morning.
Lead us in your truth and teach us
For you are the God of our salvation.
For you we wait all the day long.
O God, inspire us to wait for you faithfully.
Serve you joyfully.
And give to others generously.
Gracious Lord, grant healing for the sick.
Courage for the fainthearted.
Hope for the discouraged.
And great clarity for all in the valley of decision.

A moment of personal petitions and prayers are offered at this time.

P Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray trusting in your mercy and grace.
C Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
P
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
BENEDICTION (Numbers 6:22-27)

The minister blesses the congregation, using this or another appropriate blessing.

P May God give us the faith of Abraham, the hope of Isaiah, the joy of Elizabeth, and
the gratitude of Zechariah. God will make us strong and courageous.
C As we wait upon the Lord! Amen.
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THE SENDING (Matthew 28:19)

The minister may dismiss the congregation.

P
C
P
C

You have been nurtured in Word now go therefore and make disciples of all
nations
Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Union Lutheran Church you are sent!
Amen, amen, amen
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UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH
A charter congregation of North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
OUR MISSION:
Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused
(Matthew 28:18-20)
OUR 2021 VISION: One Relationship at a Time
4470 Bringle Ferry Road
Salisbury, NC 28146
Phone (704) 636-5092 ~ Fax (704) 636-1022
Website: https://ulcsalisbury.org/
OFFICE HOURS: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (please remember to practice social distancing)
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor - pastor@ulcsalisbury.org
(815) 883-4883
Rev. T. C. Plexico, Pastor Emeritus
Music Director: Isaiah Cornelius - musicdirector@ulcsalisbury.org
Organist: Tina Brown - organist@ulcsalisbury.org
Staff Support: Genevieve Baker - office@ulcsalisbury.org
Facilities Manager: Phil Cauble (704) 213-0646 - sexton@ulcsalisbury.org
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