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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, declared the gospel beforehand 
to Abraham, saying, “All the Gentiles shall be blessed in you.” Galatians 3:8 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Please stand as able. 

 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. (Matt. 28:19) 
C Amen. 
P Wait upon the Lord.  
C Be strong and courageous. 
P Wait upon the Lord. That’s what Abraham did, even though he was about a hundred 

years old. 
C And Sarah’s womb was barren.  
P Still, Abraham waited in faith. 
C Fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
P Wait upon the Lord. 
C Be strong and courageous. Wait upon the Lord! 
 
The song/hymn is quietly introduced as we transition into the Confession. 

 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 
P God of all mercy and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
C We admit that we have become impatient with ourselves, each other, and           

sometimes with you. We have turned to our own way and have gone astray from 
your will. Lost in sin and needing to become strong and courageous, we ask you, 
O Lord, to forgive our sin, cleanse our hearts, and keep us patiently waiting for 
the promised coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
You are encouraged to be mindful of our brokenness and sinfulness.  You are also invited to meditate on 
the fact that through our sin is great, Christ’s love is greater. 

 
P Believe and receive the good news! God sent his Son, the Babe of Bethlehem, to 

show his infinite love and forgiveness for all people. Your sins are forgiven in the       
holy name of ☩ Christ who came and indeed, will come again. 

C Amen.  
P Wait upon the Lord. 
C Be strong and courageous. Wait upon the Lord! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. O Lord, rend the heavens and come down. Be our strength every 
 morning and our salvation in the night of despair. Show forth your power and 
 might, just as you did in the days of Abraham and Sarah; through Jesus Christ, 
 your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit—God  
 forever. 
C Amen 

5 Before the dawning day  6 All glory to the Son, 
 Let sin’s dark deeds be gone.   Who comes to set us free. 
 The sinful self be put away.   With Father, Spirit, ever one 
 The new self now put on.   Through all eternity. 

Please be seated. 

We read scripture from the Old Testament, Apostolic Letters and the Gospels because faith comes from 

hearing. (Romans 10:17) 

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 17:1-9 
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I 
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make my covenant   
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between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” Then Abram fell on his face. And 
God said to him, “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a 
multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall 
be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 
And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you. And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of 
your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be 
their God.” And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you 
and your offspring after you throughout their generations. 
 

Lay Reader Here ends the reading. 

Please stand as you are able. 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 4:13-21 
 

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not 
come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. That is why it depends on 
faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his off-
spring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the father of 
many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. In hope he believed against 
hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall 
your offspring be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which 
was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered 
the barrenness of Sarah's womb. No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise 
of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that 
God was able to do what he had promised. 
 

Lay Reader Here ends the reading. 

P Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
C Those who wait upon the Lord will renew their strength. Hallelujah!  
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 1:16-25 
 

And Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is 
called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, 
and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the          
deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they 
came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband   
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Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her      
quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph 
woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but 
knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ.  

Please be seated. 

MESSAGE            Pastor Heidi Punt 
Wait Upon the Lord with Faith 

Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN    Everlasting God  

Verse 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 
We will wait upon the Lord 
We will wait upon the Lord 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 
We will wait upon the Lord 
We will wait upon the Lord 
 
Pre-Chorus 
Our God You reign forever 
Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer 
 
Chorus 
You are the everlasting God 
The everlasting God 
You do not faint 
You won't grow weary 
You're the defender of the weak 
You comfort those in need 
You lift us up on wings like eagles 
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APOSTLES’ CREED (Romans 10:9-10) 
P Together with all brothers and sisters in Christ we confess our faith in the one 
 true God. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell.* 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic** Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

*Or, He descended  to the dead. 
**Or, the holy Christian Church, 
 

PRAYERS 
The Prayers are spoken responsively by the pastor and the congregation: 
 

P Heavenly Father, we wait for you. 
C More than watchmen wait for the morning— 
 

P More than watchmen wait for the morning. 
C Lead us in your truth and teach us. 
 

P For you are the God of our salvation. 
C For you we wait all the day long. 
 

P O God, inspire us to wait for you faithfully. 
C Serve you joyfully. 
 

P And give to others generously.  
C Gracious Lord, grant healing for the sick. 
 

P Courage for the fainthearted. 
C Hope for the discouraged. 
 

P And great clarity for all in the valley of decision. 
 

A moment of personal petitions and prayers are offered at this time. 
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P Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray trusting in your mercy and 
 grace. 
C Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 

P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
 bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
 thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

BENEDICTION (Numbers 6:22-27) 
The minister blesses the congregation, using this or another appropriate blessing. 
 

P May God give us the faith of Abraham, the hope of Isaiah, the joy of Elizabeth, and 
the gratitude of Zechariah. God will make us strong and courageous. 

C As we wait upon the Lord! Amen. 

THE SENDING (Matthew 28:19) 

The minister may dismiss the congregation. 
 

P You have been nurtured in Word now go therefore and make disciples of all   
 nations 
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UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

A charter congregation of North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 
 

OUR MISSION:  
Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused 

(Matthew 28:18-20) 
 

OUR 2021 VISION: One Relationship at a Time 
 

4470 Bringle Ferry Road 
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Phone (704) 636-5092 ~ Fax (704) 636-1022 
Website: https://ulcsalisbury.org/ 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday 
 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School (please remember to practice social distancing) 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor - pastor@ulcsalisbury.org  
(815) 883-4883 

 

Rev. T. C. Plexico, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Music Director: Isaiah Cornelius - musicdirector@ulcsalisbury.org  
 

Organist: Tina Brown - organist@ulcsalisbury.org  
 

Staff Support: Genevieve Baker - office@ulcsalisbury.org  
 

Facilities Manager: Phil Cauble (704) 213-0646 - sexton@ulcsalisbury.org 
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C Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and of the Holy  Spirit. 
P Union Lutheran Church you are sent! 
C Amen, amen, amen 
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