T h e U n i o n M e s sen g er
November 2021
with grateful hearts we
remember loved ones who
have gone before us to the
church triumphant since last

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY.
Members of Union
Anna Heilig Harrelson
Jeffrey Glenn Eagle
Joan Earnhardt Troutman
Bobby James Wilhelm
Mary Catherine Koontz Brady
Sylvia Ann Holshouser Fraley
Larry Paul Shepherd
Carol Marlene Earnhardt Bollinger
Robert Evans Goodwin
Norman Kluttz Holshouser

Volume 11
Kay Taylor Edmiston
(Sister of Phoebe Nunn and Mike Taylor)
John Adam Oddie, Jr.
(Brother of Ruby Leazer and Ruth Myers)
John Tyler Wadzinski
(Grandson of LA and Jimmie Earnhardt)
[These names come from our bulletins and
newsletters over the past year, 11/1/20 –
11/7/21. If we have inadvertently omitted the
name of your loved one, please accept our
apology for the error. We know each person is
very important to you.]

Again this year at the November 7, All
Saints Sunday service we are asking
family members of those Members of
Union who have passed away to light a
candle in their loving memory during the
10:30 a.m. service.

Extended Family Members
Sarah Ruth Shepherd
(Mother of Donnell Miller
Grandmother of Megan Cline)
Gene Stoner
(Brother of Vivian Sprinkle)
Margaret Lyons
(Mother of Richard Lyons, II)
Billy Hutchens
(Father of Steve Hutchens)
Jeanna Sue Harrison
(Daughter of Amy Lowder Harrison
Sister of Jesse Morgan, Jr.)
Gladys Roseman Lewis
(Sister of Cheryl Kluttz)

Daylight Savings Time ends on
November 7. Please turn back your
clock on Saturday, November 6, and
avoid the “horror” of arriving EARLY to
church.

TRIUMPH OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT – by God’s Grace Alone!
November is a beautiful month in the USA, reminding us of the many things we get to be grateful for: our
loved ones who are now with Christ, our Veterans, our Country, the changing seasons…Allow me though
to take you with me on a journey to my home country, South Africa, to what used to be one of the worlds
most atrocious prisons.
Making our way from the safety of the Cape Town Harbour to Robben Island - the dark blue ocean
churned deep down below while the waves heaved high and crashed down in a rhythmic dance. Bravely
the unsuspecting boat pressed forward, triumphantly manoeuvring its way toward the sheltering arms of a
familiar harbour. It had done its job, conquered its fear and set its passengers free...free to explore a desolate
and now lonely island where the voices of injustice and apartheid still seem to echo from within the prison
walls and limestone quarries! It was here, where only a few years ago the human spirit prevailed against all
horrendous odds. And, it is here where I came to realize once again “that by my own understanding or
strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord” (Luther’s explanation to the Third Article).
Simon patiently waited for the group of tourists to gather around him, casually he invited us to follow him
through big steel gates, narrow bleak passage ways and into a large room. “Welcome,” he said in crisp
English, “to my home.” He went on to share how he had been incarcerated on Robben Island for almost
half a century, how all attempts were made to strip him of his human dignity and how despite all odds his
spirit survived. His story was heart wrenching and deeply troubling. How could one survive without
knowing if your loved ones were still alive, how could one persevere in amongst the beatings and
malnutrition, the hard labour and dying of fellow inmates? But, here he was, this middle aged man, a
tour-guide of the very same institution within which he had been imprisoned.
He stood tall and proud, with a gentle smile on his face and an inner peace in his eyes. “We believed that
God would transform our oppressors and renew their minds,” he said, “that our human spirit would
triumph.” He went on to share the story of healing and forgiveness, of a nation once divided now looking
toward a new future. But somewhere within the fabric of this experience I heard a story of faith from a most
unlikely source.
God transforms us and renews us (see Romans 12:1-8). By his grace we are called and changed. It is not
by our own effort or even our own knowledge that we are able to ignite or implement this renewal. Christ
lays hope and faith in our hearts as he calls us through the turbulent waters of our lives into his sheltering
and familiar arms! It is this that gives us hope to bravely press forward, to manoeuvre our way through the
heaving and crashing waves of our lives. It is not by our own understanding or strength that we prevail but
by the grace of God. It is God who allows our human spirit to triumph!
This November I thank God for the lives lived and served to shape our families and our country. I thank
God for changing seasons and most of all his continuous grace that transforms and renews us to be more
like Christ.
Joyful Blessings, Pastor Heidi Punt
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Canoeing the Mountain Series will end
on Tuesday, November 2, at 6:30 p.m.
and Wednesday, November 3, at 10:00
a.m.
Executive Committee will meet
Tuesday, November 2, at 7:30 p.m. to
make preparations for the Church
Council’s meeting on Sunday, November
7 and on Tuesday, November 30, prior
to the Council meeting on December 5.

Confirmation Classes will meet during
the month of November on Wednesdays
3, 10, & 17 from 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
The class will focus on reading the
Bible and familiarizing themselves with
God’s Story

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY Rehearsals
for Belles and Beaus at 6:30 p.m. and
Chancel Choir at 7:30 p.m. will be held
during the month of November.
If you are interested in more
information or would like join the
choir(s), please contact Isaiah Cornelius,
Music Director.

Come join us for Friday Game Nights
on November 5 & 19 at 5:00 p.m. in the
Old Pine Center.
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Snider Family Reunion has cancelled
for Saturday, November 6.

Sunday, November 7

2:00 a.m. Daylight Savings Time ends
9:00 a.m.
Prayer and Fasting in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth:
The Egypt Exit ~ Exodus 14
Adult Sunday School Class:
United in Praise ~ Revelation 7:9-17
10:30 a.m.
Worship & Holy Communion
12 noon Church Council
3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Youth Reformation
Party (Middle and High School)
at Holy Trinity, Gastonia
Ruby Leazer has reserved the Altar
Flowers for Sunday, November 7.
The Bible and Mental Health
has been cancelled for November 7.
The Annual Youth Reformation
Party is back! Join us on Sunday,
November 7, from 3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in
Gastonia. We’ll have worship, fellowship, silly, fun games to learn about the
Reformation and dinner. And one church
will take home the coveted Luther
bobblehead trophy!
Please contact Pastor Heid if you have
plans to attend by Sunday, October 31,
so those preparing the food will know
how many.
If you have not received your Annual
Meeting packet by Monday, November 8,
please contact the church office.

Worship & Music Committee will meet
Tuesday, November 9, at 5:30 p.m.
Altar Guild will meet Wednesday,
November 10, at 5:30 p.m.

ATTENTION VETERANS:
The
November meeting of the Good Timers
falls on Veterans Day, November
11. ALL veterans and their spouses are
encouraged (and asked) to attend. We
would like for you to tell what arm of the
service you served in, where you were
stationed, and what you did. It would be
great if you could bring a picture of
yourself in uniform – or better yet, wear
your uniform!!!
We plan on capturing this on tape, and
making a CD to place in the Archives
room. In the archives room there is a
huge scrapbook with pictures of the
MANY veterans who served in WW IIwith some families having several sons in
service at the same time. Sadly, their
stories are lost. We want to capture your
story for future generations.
We also encourage widows of veterans
to come and speak on behalf of their
spouse.
After the program, which will take
place in the church (so it can be taped),
we will enjoy a lunch of soup and
sandwiches.
If you plan to attend, please let Dawn
Merrell or Ruby Leazer know by
November 1 so that appropriate plans
can be made for lunch. See you on
November 11!
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Sunday, November 14
9:00 a.m.
Prayer and Fasting in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth:
A Loving Law ~ Exodus 20:1-21
Adult Sunday School Class:
God of Power ~ Revelation 11:11-19
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
10:30 a.m.
Chaplain Leslie Haines, Guest Speaker
6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. ULC Youth and
Family (Middle and High School)
Please sign up to reserve the Altar
Flowers for Sunday, November 14.

THE GREAT RAKE
When:
Saturday, November
20,
beginning at 8:30 a.m.
Who Can Come: Everyone is welcome
What to Bring: Rakes, Work Gloves,
Warm Clothes, Leaf Blower, and any
other yard equipment
On Saturday, November 20, we’re
going to be a blessing to a few in our
church body and community who could
really use the extra hand. Families are
welcome to join us too! This is a great
opportunity to be the “hands and feet of
Christ” in a practical way.
We will meet at the church parking lot
at 8:30 a.m., and load the vehicles, and
try to be on the road to head over to the
first house by 9:00 a.m.
If you need help with your yard, please
contact Thad Mulkey or the church
office.

Cemetery, Columbarium, and Property Committee will meet Thursday,
November 11, at 6:00 p.m.

10th Annual Women’s Retreat

YOU ARE INVITED!
Please join us for the REBOOT of the annual Women’s Retreat! This is our 10th
Anniversary of this gathering and we are super excited about our theme, our keynote
speaker, and our new location.
WHERE: We will be heading to Honey Creek Retreat Center in Waverly, GA (just
south of Jekyll Island). This location is only about one hour north of Jacksonville; three
hours from Charleston; and six hours from Salisbury, NC! While we love New Ebenezer
Retreat Center (and we truly do!) they are unable to accommodate us, and Epworth by
the Sea was unable to guarantee the Golden Ray recovery efforts would be done. Therefore, we are excited to have you experience Honey Creek. A new experience for all of
us!
WHAT TO EXPECT: The usual awesome fellowship, in-depth Bible study and
reflections, devotion, worship, mission moments, lots of singing, craft making
opportunities, free time and great food.
HEALTH & SAFETY: At this time we will practice standard covid precautions. We
know things may change by November and additional information and updates will be
sent a few weeks prior to the retreat. At this time, we will spread out as registration
allows but we are kindly asking for masks to be worn when not able to be distanced from
others.
REGISTRATION: Complete the registration form by Sunday, October 3rd, 2021.
Please indicate your preferred roommate if you have one lined up. If you don’t, we will
assign roommates after registration closes. Registration costs are based on double
occupancy.
The registration fee of $220 should be made out to Advent Lutheran Church and
either turned into me, or you may place it in the offering bin but be sure to indicate
“Women’s Retreat” on your check or envelope. PLEASE do not let finances be a reason
for you not to attend. We have partial and full scholarships available for those who
need this assistance. There are cancellation fees associated with this facility and the
registration fee is nonrefundable effective October 29th, 2021.
WHAT’S NEXT? Register! Pay! Invite a friend! Prepare! Please contact me at
843.270.3675 or adventlutheran@comcast.net for any questions. Check out https://
www.honeycreek.org.
Blessings and Peace be unto you, Pastor Melinda H. Jones
Staff Meeting will be held Thursday, November 18, at 5:00 p.m. in the Drew Wise
Sunday School Class.
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Sunday, November 21, Christ the King
9:00 a.m. Prayer and Fasting in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth: The Land at Last ~ Joshua 3:1-4:18
Adult Sunday School Class: Marriage of the Lamb ~ Revelation 19:1-8
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Annual Meeting
12 noon Reservation of the Old Pine Center
3:00 p.m. The Bible and Mental Health
6:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Service led by Salem and Union Youth at Salem
Please sign up to reserve the Altar Flowers for Sunday, November 21.
Deadline for December Messenger articles.

Annual Congregational Meeting

Sunday, November 21, at the 10:30 a.m. Service
Join us for our Annual Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, November 21, at the 10:30 a.m. service.
Our Annual Congregational Meeting at Union is a
celebration of the past year, and an opportunity for
Union Lutheran Church’s members to elect new
Church Council members for a three-year term, vote
on the NALC Ratifications, and more! All members

are welcome to attend.
In order to be eligible to vote you must be a confirmed active member (communed and
contributed once in a two year period).
Overview
What will we vote on?
• Elect three Church Council members for a three-year term.
• Review and vote on NALC Ratifications
• Adopt 2022 Proposed Ministry Support Plan
• Elect Delegate from the floor to attend the Piedmont-East Mission District
Convocation
• Elect Delegate from the floor to attend the Carolinas Mission Region (May)
An opportunity will be given for any further business to be opened up on the floor.
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As we gather together to give thanks
this year we invite you to join us for a
Thanksgiving Service led by Salem and
Union’s Youth.
The service will be held on Sunday,
November 21, at 6:00 p.m. at Salem
Lutheran Church.

The Church
Office will be
closed on Nov.
25 & 26 in
celebration of
Thanksgiving.

Younger Lutherans
(Pre-School - 5th Grade)
Keep a look out in the weekly Union
News for when the Younger Lutherans
will be meeting next!
Genevieve Baker will be out of the
office on Monday, November 29. The
church office on Monday, November 29,
will be open during regular business
hours.

Pastor Heidi Punt will be out of town
on Sunday, November 28.
If any needs or concerns arise, please
contact a Lay Reader.

Sunday, November 28
9:00 a.m.
Prayer and Fasting in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth:
A Judge Leads ~ Judges 7:1-23
Adult Sunday School Class:
Good News for All ~ Acts 10:34-47
10:30 a.m. Worship ~ LBW Setting 2
10:30 a.m. Melanie Corn, CMR Youth
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Luther League
(Middle/High School) at Salem
During the season of Advent,
greenery for the Altar will be provided.
In observance of the Advent Season,
we will be switching to the Lutheran
Book of Worship Setting 2 beginning,
November 28.
Thank you to everyone who donated
washcloths for the September Sunday
School Community Service Project. 150
washcloths were delivered to Rowan
Helping Ministries!

Those Serving in November
Acolytes: Abbey and Morgan Deaton, Micah and Samuel Nguyen
Altar Guild: Ashley Deaton and Nikki Nguyen
Communion Assistants: Ashley Deaton, Morgan Deaton, and Nikki Nguyen
Lay Readers: Ashley and Morgan Deaton
Ushers: Brenda Cauble (HU), Linda Cauble (HU), and Felisaty Morgan
Offering Counting Team: Tara Davis, Cathy Painther, and Ronald Vellines
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Wait Upon the Lord Advent Series
This Advent, on Tuesday evenings, beginning on
November 30 at 6:30 p.m., and Wednesday mornings,
beginning on December 1, at 10:00 a.m. we will look
back at those who waited upon the Lord in Scripture
for his promises to come to pass through the Christ
Child, and contemplate how we should wait upon the
Lord together as God continues to make himself known
to us in his time.
Week 1 Wait Upon the Lord with Faith (Galatians
3:8): We take a look at the story of Abraham and
Sarah who waited in faith for the birth of their son,
Isaac, as we wait as a family for the birth of God’s
Son.
Week 2 Wait Upon the Lord with Hope (Psalm
130:5): We read from the book of the prophet Isaiah,
who told us all to have hope as we wait for the coming
of the Lord. Hoping in the Lord helps us to stay strong as a family.
Week 3 Wait Upon the Lord with Rejoicing (Isaiah 25:9): We recall the rejoicing of
Elizabeth and Mary as they waited for their children to be born. Rejoicing is part of
what we do as a family, too, during our waiting in Advent.
Week 4 Wait Upon the Lord with Gratitude (Psalm 9:1): We remember that Zechariah waited nine months not able to speak until John was born. With gratitude, Zechariah
spoke praise to God when John was born. We speak gratefully to God for the birth of his
Son.
Dinner Casseroles will be served on Tuesday evenings at 5:45 p.m. and Breakfast
Casseroles will be served on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. We need YOUR help!
Please sign up outside of the church office on the bulletin board if you are able to bring
casseroles. Thank you!
ALL YOUTH and COLLEGE STUDENTS are invited to attend an Advent Series
just for you beginning on Wednesday, December 1.

Live Nativity

Saturday, December 18, and Sunday, December 19, from 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Again this year Union Lutheran Church will be offering a family-friendly, outdoor
drive by live drama recreating pivotal moments surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ in
vivid detail, with live actors, ornately crafted costumes, music, live animals, and
elaborately decorated sets.
We need YOUR help to make the Live Nativity a success. Six families are needed,
animals, and volunteers. Please contact Pastor Heidi Punt for more information on how
you can participate!
Please note: set up for the Nativity will begin on December 11 and costumes can be
received on December 12 after worship.
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Brian Sevison is a native of Northeast Pennsylvania,
where he attended Southern Columbia Area High
School. Before moving to North Carolina, Brian graduated from Susquehanna University, with a B.M. in Music Education with a Vocal Concentration, and Organ
as a secondary instrument. While at Susquehanna, he
was an active member of the Susquehanna University
Chamber Singers, University Choir, Chapel Choir,
Symphonic Band, The FAKE Dixie Band, and served
as the Director of the Handbell Choir. Brian is currently in his first year of teaching at South Rowan High
School, where he serves as the Choir Director, and
Assistant Marching Band Director. In addition to
teaching, Brian is a substitute organist and has
previously served at 5 churches in various capacities
over the last four years, including those of Lutheran
affiliation.
Over the past few months, the ULC Music Ministry has welcomed Brian as he has
shared his many musical gifts with us -- ringing, singing, and playing organ, piano, and
tuba.
In efforts to show our gratitude, the Music Ministry is asking members of the
congregation to consider and assist in creating and maintaining a scholarship that would
be used to offer Brian a stipend for his time at ULC. He is a true asset to our
congregation who has a willingness and passion to serve his new community. If you
would like to contribute to this scholarship, please contact Isaiah via email
(musicdirector@ulcsalisbury.org) or text/phone call (704-267-4072)

RightNow Media
RightNow Media is a non-profit
organization that firmly believe the mission of the church matters. Everything is
rooted in the belief that the church
(people not buildings) can have a powerful impact on this world.
If you haven’t signed up, please
contact the church office (704) 6365092 and we will send you an
invitation.

Red, White, and Carolina Blue ULC TShirts with the new logo are available in
different sizes from the Narthex for $13 per
t-shirt. First come first serve basis and
while supplies last.
Please make checks payable to Union
Lutheran Church and mark T-shirts on the
memo line, on the offering envelope, and
place in the offering plate.

On the Use of Advent Candles
The use of an Advent Wreath and candles as part of
worship is a relatively recent custom in the church,
probably no more than about 300 years old. Originating
among Lutherans in northern Europe from earlier
cultural traditions, it has been adopted by many
Christian denominations over the last few centuries.
Designating the names for the various candles is
a very recent phenomenon (probably mid-20th
century), and multiple traditions have developed. These
often vary by denomination, region, religious publisher, and even in the literature of
various candle supply companies!
Strictly speaking, there is no single set of traditional names for the candles; there are,
in fact, many different traditions. Some of these names were related to old lectionary
texts that are no longer in use. The most commonly used names among Protestants for
the candles are the designations: 1) Prophets’ Candle, 2) Bethlehem Candle, 3)
Shepherds’ Candle, 4) Angels' Candle. In a similar way, Roman Catholics have often
designated these same candles to refer to advent saints: 1) Patriarchs, 2) Prophets, 3)
John the Baptist, 4) Virgin Mary.
An even more recent tradition among various churches is to name the candles by
Advent “theme” words, the most common four being Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace (or in
the order: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love). Some churches replace one or more of these
words with Preparation or Expectation.
Since there is no single tradition regarding the names of the candles, in its materials,
Sola Publishing has used the most common designation of: 1) Prophets’ Candle, 2)
Bethlehem Candle, 3) Shepherds’ Candle, 4) Angels' Candle. We have also included
the four most common theme words in the order that best fits these primary
designations:
1) Prophets = Hope for the coming of Christ
2) Bethlehem = Love for those in need who have "no room"
3) Shepherds = Joy for spreading the message of Christ
4) Angels = Peace on earth, as the message of the angels
Keep in mind: The use of candles in Advent is a human tradition, neither mandated nor
prohibited in Scripture. There is no right or wrong in the use of these names. Local
congregations are free to use what they choose. "And to the true unity of the Church it is
enough to agree concerning the doctrine of the Gospel and the administration of the
Sacraments. Nor is it necessary that human traditions, that is, rites or ceremonies, instituted by men, should be everywhere alike." (Augsburg Confession 7)
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CRAFT SUPPLIES
Thank you to Judy Boyd and Cheryl Kluttz for going through, organizing, and creating a Craft Supplies area!
Before you purchase supplies, first go to the Craft Supplies Area!
Craft supplies are located on the left side of church in the middle room at the top of
stairs on right.
Top shelf left to right
Youth games, 1 large box of easter eggs, balloons
1 large container on floor with eggs, dipping cups,
Rolls of ribbon
Second shelf
Easter eggs, file cabinet, how to craft books
Third row
Narrow width rolls of ribbon, 6 packages of bottles of sanitizer
Various colors of washable paint, fabric paints
All colors of large bottles of tempera paint, glitter paint
Paint trays, brushes, individual watercolor sets
Clear spray bottles, paint pads
Fourth row
Ribbon, yarn, large chalk-all colors-gel pens, jumbo craft sticks, colored markers, rolls
of crepe paper streamers,
Scissors, poster board, construction paper, small beads,
Craft lacing
Row five
Glue bottles, clay, children's aprons, pipe cleaners, stencils
Floor
2 tubs of event banners for outside
3 drawer containers on floor
1st container
1st drawer----feathers, wooden crafts, eyes, sand,
pom-poms,
Etc.
2nd drawer----foam boards, foam board cutouts
3rd drawer-felt board crafts
2nd container
1st drawer---- all types of beads and string
2nd drawer----wood crafts, clothespins, small craft sticks
3rd drawer----assorted stamps for crafts
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The Benevolence Focus for the month of November is the North American
Lutheran Seminary and Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.
Loose Offering on Sundays is distributed
to: 1st Sunday (Social Ministry Fund), 2nd
Sunday (Gerald Bame Scholarship Fund),
3rd Sunday (Building and Repair Fund),
4th Sunday (Lutheridge Scholarship Fund),
and 5th Sunday (Mission Church or
Special).

The stewardship of our finances, service
and time is an area of our lives where we
can faithfully proclaim the gospel. Giving
strengthens our devotion to Christ and
frees us to live open-handedly with the
gifts God gives us.
We trust in Him and His provision. As
people of faith, we give faithfully and
generously supporting the mission of the
church – Bringing Christ to People.
Avenues of Giving:
• Offering Basket
• Mailing Offering
• Online
https://ulcsalisbury.org/giveonline/) (Please note a service fee is
charged using online giving.)

Bolstered by an interdependent
network of five campuses, the North
American Lutheran Seminary (NALS)
is part of God’s movement in this
culture, time and place. Hundreds will
be raised over the next decade– formed
in the Great Tradition of confessional
and evangelical Lutheran Faith. The
NALS is singularly focused on forming
pastors and church leaders with an
education that is at once shaped by
Christian tradition and bound by the
Holy Scriptures.
Upheld by world-class faculty,
students have time and opportunity to
reflect on the depth and beauty of their
Faith and be formed properly. The NALS
is a commitment, not a cookie-cutter,
flavor-of- the-moment diploma mill,
which fails to truly deliver the foundation and the deep roots necessary for
tomorrow’s
pastors
and
church
leaders to be the stewards of classic,
orthodox, biblical theological in
preparation for Word and Sacrament
ministry in the North American Lutheran
Church.

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary is an educational institution serving the
Lord and His Church. Its mission is to prepare men and women for ministry at home
and abroad. The seminary undertakes this task as a training partner with the Church so
that what is learned on campus may be complemented by the spiritual nurture and the
exercise of ministry available through the Church. Gordon-Conwell’s mission arises out
of God’s redemptive work in this world effected in Jesus Christ, understood through the
biblical Word and mediated by the Holy Spirit. As a theological seminary, it provides
learning, resources and training through which men and women may acquire
knowledge, gain skills and develop attitudes needed in Christ’s ministry.
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Honorariums and Memorials Gifts Given to the Glory of God during October
A gift was received for the Narthex
Expansion Fund in honor of our children,
Jennifer and Scott Curlee, on their 26th
Wedding Anniversary on October 28
from: Cathy and Troy Painther
A gift was received for the ULC
Memorial Fund in memory of Bob and
Betty Goodwin from:
Linda Mitchell
A gift was received for the ULC
Memorial Fund in memory of Bob
Goodwin from:
Kevin and Susan Smith
Gifts were received for the Cemetery
Fund in memory of Norman Holshouser
from:
Joel and Kelly Baker
Bridge Friends
Bill and Joy Earnhardt
Jane Peeler
Judy Queen
A gift was received for the Narthex
Expansion Fund in memory of Norman
Holshouser from:
Frank and Dawn Merrell

We would love to hear from YOU to
celebrate milestones in your family!
Deadline for information is the 3rd
Sunday of each month.
Randy and Mitzi Patton are pleased to
announce the wedding of their daughter,
Hannah, and Brandon Barbee on
Saturday, October 16.

We are excited to announce the birth
of Rindy Wakins’ grandson.
On behalf of Union Lutheran Church,
we are thankful for the generous and
thoughtful gift of $499.07 to be
designated to financial assist in
purchasing Sunday School Material
from the Catherine Mahaley Sunday
School Class (Past and Remaining
Members).

How Can You Serve?
The Sunday School Classes are
serving the Union Fire Department by
collecting individual snacks and drinks
for the Union Fire Department to grab
and eat on their way out for a call.
These items can be protein bars, energy
bars, beef jerky, water, Gatorade, etc.
A plastic container is available in the
doorway across for the Music Room for
the items or you can turn them in the
Grade School “Joy” classroom.
Everyone is invited to participate in
this month’s Sunday School project!

Our Love and Sympathy is extended
to the LA and Jimmie Earnhardt and
Family on the death of their grandson,
John Tyler Wadzinski, in their time of
grief. “Let not your hearts be troubled;
believe in God, believe also in me” (John
14:1).
In October, the Sunday School
Community Service Project collected
paper towels to assist the Battered
Women’s Shelter. Be on the watch for
next month’s Messenger of how many
towels were collected.

Dear Union Church Family,
Thank you for honoring me during
October’s Clergy Appreciation month.
Your support is greatly appreciated!
Pastor Heidi Punt
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Notes of Thanks!
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generosity. We
are extremely grateful for your donation
of pillow cases received today. Your
donation will empower us to meet the
life essentials for our children, teenagers
and the families that we serve.
Without givers like you, One Church
One Child Ministry would not be able to
meet the needs of the thousands of
Rowan County children and teenagers
that have been blessed by this Ministry.
It is because of your support that we are
able to give assistance.
Thank you for helping ROCOC to
ensure the safety and well-being of Rowan County children who are not able to
help themselves.
I’m sure that you put a lot of love into
each of these pillow cases. Children will
be delighted to receive them. It is my
prayer that God will richly bless you as
you are such a blessing to God’s
children. Together, we can make a
difference.
Best Regards,
Donna Beaver
Rowan One Church One Child
Coordinator
Thank you to everyone who
participated in the Autumn Jubilee held
at Dan Nicholas Park on Saturday,
October 2, and Sunday, October 3.
Thank you to Thad Mulkey and Dusty
Morgan, Sr., for coordinating the
parking and volunteers. In appreciation
of everyone’s hard work, Dan Nicholas
Park sent $1,000 for the Youth Fund.
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Dear Friends,
When we give thanks here at Rowan
Helping Ministries for all our many
blessings, we are thankful for you.
Your recent donation of 1 box of
washcloths for the Shelter is helping to
continue this important mission in our
community. Because of your generous
heart, basic needs will be provided, hope
will be renewed, and lives will be
changed.
In the first quarter of our 2021-2022
Fiscal Year (July 1-September 30)
donors like you made a tremendous impact through financial and in-kind gifts.
Because of our donors:
• 238 individuals received $100,179 in
financial assistance for rent, utilities,
medicine and other critical needs;
• 196 different guests were provided a
safe place to spend the night in our
shelters;
• 12,869 meals were served to the
hungry in Jeannie’s Kitchen;
• 1,030 households visited our Food
Pantry, received 245,729 pounds of
groceries;
• 529 individuals received new or
gently used clothing from our
Clothing Center;
• 3,999 Food for Thought food bags
were
given to Rowan County
children each week, so they would
have enough food to eat on weekends.
Through your donation, you have
allowed your heart to lead you in helping your neighbors in need. You are
helping us feed the hungry, house the
homeless and give hope to hose working
to build better lives.
Sincerely, Karen Taylor
Rowan Helping Ministries
Resource Development Assistant

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER…
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat & Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, and
Jane Peeler (Autumn Care), Jean Ray (Brookdale), and Betty Denker (Trinity Oaks, Apt.
123B)
Homebound Members - Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Grace Morgan, Frances Norris,
Zarah Plyler, Billy Waller, and Michael Walton

Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Melissa Arey, Bill Broadway, Linda Hartley,
Steve Hutchens, Tommy Kerns, Pat Kluttz, Nancy Kesler, John Knight, Margaret
Lyerly, Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold Miller, Dusty Morgan, Gladys Morgan,
Grace Morgan, Kay Morgan, Ruth Myers, Marvin Nunn, William Page, Karen Plyler,
Effie Vellines, and Wayne Vellines.
Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Evonne Batten (mother of
Lisa Morgan), Yvette Bates (co-worker of Karen Barringer), Jimmie Cagle (sister of Pat
Kluttz), Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton), Arnold Cauble, Ophelia Curlee (sisterin-law of Grace Morgan), Karen DeMunbrun (niece of Grace Morgan), Janet Dunning
(sister of Doris Shepherd), Martha Eller (friend of Pat Kluttz), June Fraley, Emily Jones
(sister of Jimmy Plyler), Bob and Kim King (friends of Susan Knight), Amy Lowder
Harrison, and Jesse Morgan, Jr., Teresa Kesler, Glenn and Betty Sue Lowder, David
Mitchell (friend of Pete Nguyen), Della Morgan (mother of Pam Vellines), Dusty
Morgan, Sr. Family (Dusty, Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty, Jr.), Shari Morgan (friend of
Jan Huffman), Hong Nguyen (mother of Pete Nguyen), Steven and Malynda Peeler,
Laura Stokes (friend of Frank and Dawn Merrell), Union Fire Department #76, and those
by natural or political disasters.
Confirmation Students: Mallory Eagle, Harlem Jones, Micah Nguyen (Faith Coach),
Makenzie Poole, Emme Poole, Bailey Wilhelm, and Lucas Wilhelm
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us
know if a correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name
that can be removed, please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep
the list current, we will update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known
prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank you!
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UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH
A charter congregation of North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
OUR MISSION:
Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused
(Matthew 28:18-20)
OUR 2021 VISION: One Relationship at a Time
4770 Bringle Ferry Road
Salisbury, NC 28146
Phone (704) 636-5092 ~ Fax (704) 636-1022
Website: https://ulcsalisbury.org/
OFFICE HOURS: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (please remember to practice social distancing)
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor - pastor@ulcsalisbury.org
(815) 883-4883
Rev. T. C. Plexico, Pastor Emeritus
Music Director: Isaiah Cornelius - musicdirector@ulcsalisbury.org
Organist: Tina Brown - organist@ulcsalisbury.org
Staff Support: Genevieve Baker - office@ulcsalisbury.org
Facilities Manager: Phil Cauble (704) 213-0646 - sexton@ulcsalisbury.org

Lay Ministers:
Judy Boyd (704) 279-5378
Tara Davis (704) 637-9334
John Kesler (704) 633-5702
Elbert Kluttz (704) 633-3484
Deena Lanning (704) 637-0810
Gladys Morgan (704) 636-1977
Ann Tucker (704) 633-0271

Good Timers
Thursday, October 14, 2021 in the Old Pine Center
The Good Timers met for their monthly meeting on October 14, 2021 in the Old Pine Center with
Dawn Merrell presiding. Sylvia Peeler had the devotions. The September minutes were read and
approved. There were 17 members and 7 visitors present: Carol Cross, Mike Cauble, Betty Sue
Lowder, Junior Morgan, Lee Ennis, John Knight, and Jared Knight. An offering of $19.00 was
received. The door prizes were won by Betty Sue Lowder, Frank Merrell, Doris Shepherd, Carol
Miller, and Gladys Morgan.
Sick Report: Phoebe and Marvin Nunn
October Birthdays: Doris Page (3)
October Wedding Anniversaries: Revs. Dieter and Heidi Punt (10), Marvin and Phoebe Nunn (13),
Phil and Linda Cauble (25).
For lunch today, we enjoyed our first October German Fest! Thanks to the cooks (Mike Cauble,
Pastor Heidi, Judy Boyd, and Dawn Merrell) who prepared the delicious dishes: Bratwurst (beer
brats), Ratoffelsalad (potato salad), Gauerkraut (sauerkraut), Kotckobl (red cabbage), Burkewsalat
(cucumber salad), Bier-Brot (beer bread), Gtrabel (strudel), Gchagschne (whipped cream),
Gchokoladen Kuchen (German chocolate cake). It was very delicious. Thanks again to those who
prepared the food.
The December meeting will be at the home of Dawn and Frank Merrell on December 16, 2021.
Please note the date of the December meeting.
Our program in November will be in honor of our veterans. We need to know your name, the
branch of service, what you did during your tour of duty, and if you are bringing a spouse. Please
let Dawn Merrell (704) 636-9471 or Ruby Leazer (704) 633-1811 know by the deadline of
November 7, 2021 if you plan to attend. Our menu will consist of soup and sandwiches, desserts.
The program today was given by Lee Ennis. The topic was Senior Fire Safety.
Practice electrical safety, smoke alarms, heating your house (make sure your space heater is on the
floor), what to do if you have a fire: gather yourselves first, close doors as you leave, get as close
to the floor as you can. It was very informative. Thanks, Lee.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruby Leazer, Secretary

2021 HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES AT UNION
The following activities represent some of the special highlights and events of the year, but they
do not cover many daily, weekly, and monthly ministries and activities of Union Lutheran
Church that takes place in our endeavor to serve our Lord Jesus Christ and proclaim His gospel.
OCTOBER
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Autumn Jubilee held at Dan Nicholas Park on
Saturday, October 2, and Sunday, October 3. Thank you to Thad Mulkey and Dusty Morgan,
Sr., for coordinating the parking and volunteers. In appreciation of everyone’s hard work, Dan
Nicholas Park sent $1,000 for the Youth Fund.
Thank you to the East Rowan High School Varsity Singers for sharing their musical talents
with us on Sunday, October 10!
Pumpkins were available for congregational members to take home with them following
worship on Sunday, October 10. The pumpkins were given by Cecil Whitley to the glory of
God and in honor of John Cauble.
On behalf of Union Lutheran Church, we are thankful for the generous and thoughtful gift of
$499.07 to be designated to financial assist in purchasing Sunday School Material from the
Catherine Mahaley Sunday School Class (Past and Remaining Members).
Thank you for Betty Sue Lowder for carving a beautiful wooden cross in honor of Pastor Heidi
Punt.
On Sunday, October 17, the congregation expressed their appreciation for Pastor Heidi Punt
on Clergy Appreciation Sunday.
A Bible and Mental Health group was formed on Sunday, October 17, at 1:00 p.m.
Thank you to everyone who participated and made this year’s Trunk or Treat event on Friday,
October 29, a success! Thank you to Dusty Morgan, Sr., for coordinating the event!
On Reformation Sunday, October 31, during worship, the children and youth Sunday School
Participants were given a Bible.
In October, the Sunday School Community Service Project collected paper towels to assist the
Battered Women’s Shelter.

November Birthday Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2
Eric Jones

3
Emerson Eagle

4
Kathleen Agner
Phoebe Nunn

5
Phil Cauble
Ruth Goodman

6
Janice Goodman

7
Whitney Arey
Justin Goodman
Sharon Leazer

8

9
Sarah Bame
Masyn Burgess

10
Martin Luther’s Birthday
(1483)

11
David Holshouser

12
Pat Miller

13
Thad Mulkey
Effie Vellines

14
Christie Overman

15

16

17
Jill Miller
Dick Shue

18
Marissa Moyer
Brett Mulkey

19

20
Tom Cole

21
Lloyd Miller

22

23

24

25

26

27
Diane Jones

28

29
Deena Lanning

30

Revised as of 10-13-21

November Anniversaries:
November 1
November 4
November 13
November 17
November 23
November 29

Larry and Karen Barringer
Dusty and Lisa Morgan
Wade and Ruby Leazer
Luther John and Lauren Lyerly
Scott and Tonya Shepherd-Darling
Charles and Jackie Frick

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary? Please contact the church office (704)
636-5092 – we don’t want to leave anyone out!

November Calendar – dates/times subject to change
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2
6:30 p.m.
Canoeing the
Mountains
7:30 p.m.
Executive

4
Annual Meeting
information to be
mailed to the
congregation.

5
6
5:00 p.m.
Snider Reunion has
Game Night been cancelled.

7 All Saints Sunday
Daylight Savings Time ends
9:00 a.m. Prayer and Fasting
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
12 noon Church Council
3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Youth Reformation Party
(Holy Trinity, Gastonia)

8

9
5:30 p.m. Worship
& Music

3
10:00 a.m. Canoeing the
Mountains
6:00 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles and
Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
10 Martin Luther’s
Birthday (1483)
5:30 p.m. Altar Guild
6:00 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles and
Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

12

14
9:00 a.m. Prayer and Fasting
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Chaplain Leslie Haines
6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. ULC Youth & Family

15

16

17
6:00 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles and
Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

11 Veterans Day
10:00 a.m. Good
Timers
3:00 p.m. Reservation
(Dutch Meeting Hall)
6:00 p.m. Property,
Cemetery, and
Columbarium
Committee
18
5:00 p.m. Staff
Meeting

22

23

24
6:30 p.m. Belles and
Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

25 Thanksgiving Day
Kluttz Family Dinner
Church Office is
closed.

26
Church
Office is
closed.

29
Genevieve
Baker is out of
the office.

30
5:45 p.m. Advent
meal
6:30 p.m. Advent
Series
7:30 p.m.
Executive

Revised as of 10-28-21

13
Women’s Retreat

19
20
5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m. The
Game Night Great Rake

Women’s Retreat
21 Christ the King Sunday
9:00 a.m. Prayer and Fasting
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Annual Meeting
12 noon-3:00 p.m. Judy Boyd (Old Pine Center)
3:00 p.m. The Bible & Mental Health
6:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Service led by
Salem/Union Youth (Salem)
Newsletter articles deadline
28 Advent
9:00 a.m. Prayer and Fasting
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Melanie Corn, CMR Youth
Pastor Heidi Punt in King’s Mountain
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Luther League (Salem)

27

Union Lutheran Church

Live Nativity

Saturday, December 18, and Sunday, December 19
3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
Watch the story of Jesus’ birth come to life during a free Drive Thru Live Nativity. This fun event will feature live animals and actors.
4770 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury, NC 28146

704.636.5092

office@ulcsalisbury.org

