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21st Sunday after Pentecost
October 17, 2021
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion

UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH

Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused
4770 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury, NC 28146
(704) 636-5092 ~ http://ulcsalisbury.org

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

The Altar Candles are lit at this time during the Prelude.
The minister leads the congregation in the invocation.
Please stand as able.

arr. Cherwien

P
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. (Matt. 28:19)
C
Amen
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C
Amen
P
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9)
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P
C

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

P

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
(John 20:22-23)

C
Amen
HYMN
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
LBW# 315
GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
KYRIE (Mark 10:47) IS OMITTED THIS WEEK.
HYMN OF PRAISE (Luke 2:14; John 1:29; Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9)
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SALUTATION (2 Timothy 4:22)
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray. O God, our refuge and strength, since you yourself are the author of
our devotion, graciously consider the devout prayers of your Church. May those
things which we ask in faith effectively follow by your grace; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C
Amen
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
We read scripture from the Old Testament, Apostolic Letters and the Gospels because faith comes from
hearing. (Romans 10:17)

FIRST LESSON: Ecclesiastes 5:10-20
10
He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with
his income; this also is vanity. 11When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and
what advantage has their owner but to see them with his eyes? 12Sweet is the sleep of a
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laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full stomach of the rich will not let him
sleep. 13There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept by their
owner to his hurt, 14and those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a
son, but he has nothing in his hand. 15As he came from his mother’s womb he shall go
again, naked as he came, and shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away in
his hand. 16This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, and what gain is
there to him who toils for the wind? 17Moreover, all his days he eats in darkness in
much vexation and sickness and anger. 18Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the
sun the few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot. 19Everyone also to
whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept
his lot and rejoice in his toil — this is the gift of God. 20For he will not much remember
the days of his life because God keeps him occupied with joy in his heart.
Lay Reader Here ends the reading.
PSALM 119:9-16 spoken in unison
9
How shall a young man cleanse his way?
By keeping to your words.
10
With my whole heart I seek you;
let me not stray from your commandments.
11
I treasure your promise in my heart,
that I may not sin against you.
12
Blessed are you, O Lord;
instruct me in your statutes.
13
With my lips will I recite
all the judgments of your mouth.
14
I have taken greater delight in the way of your decrees
than in all manner of riches.
15
I will meditate on your commandments
and give attention to your ways.
16
My delight is in your statutes;
I will not forget your word.
SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 4:1-13
1
Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you
should seem to have failed to reach it. 2For good news came to us just as to them, but the
message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with
those who listened. 3For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, “As I
swore in my wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest,’” although his works were finished
from the foundation of the world. 4For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in
this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all his works.” 5And again in this
passage he said, “They shall not enter my rest.” 6Since therefore it remains for some to
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enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter because of
disobedience, 7again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long
afterward, in the words already quoted, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden
your hearts.” 8For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another
day later on. 9So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10for whoever
has entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 11Let us
therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of
disobedience. 12For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And no creature is hidden from his
sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account
Lay Reader Here ends the reading.
Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (John 6:68)

P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 10th chapter.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Mark 10:23-31
23
Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were amazed at his
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom
of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person
to enter the kingdom of God.” 26And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him,
“Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible,
but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” 28Peter began to say to him,
“See, we have left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you,
there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children
or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in
this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with
persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last,
and the last first.”
P
The Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Please be seated.

SERMON
Possibilities with God

Pastor Heidi Punt

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN
If You But Trust in God to Guide You
LBW# 453
APOSTLES' CREED (Romans 10:9-10)
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and was seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen
*Or, He descended to the dead.
**Or, the holy Christian Church,

THE PRAYERS (1 Timothy 2:1-4)
P

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to
their needs.

After each portion of the prayers:

P
C

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

P

C

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

THE PEACE (John 20:19)
In an attempt to be vigilant and responsible, please use Hand Sanitizers provided at each entrance.
Please refrain from shaking hands and reserve a little space between one another. Nods, elbows, or
gentle pat on the shoulders, etc., are welcome!

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS (Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19)
The Offering is received as the Lord’s Table is prepared. All loose offering will go towards the
Building and Repair Fund. During the month of October, the Benevolence focus is on Lutheran Military
Vet. Serv. If you wish for your giving to go there please specify accordingly.
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ANTHEM
Sing to the Lord A Joyful Song (Hal Hopson)

Chancel Choir

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P
Let us pray. Blessed are you,
C
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made,
for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING (2 Timothy 4:22)
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
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P
C
P

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (Isaiah 6:3 and Matthew 21:9)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26)
P
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
C
Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
9

Please be seated.

COMMUNION (Mark 14:23)
As the minister gives the bread and wine, and says these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen
At Union Lutheran Church the Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each Sunday. All baptized
Christians who believe in the real presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper are invited to commune. All
who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please follow the directions of
the Ushers.

AGNUS DEI (John 1:29)

HYMN

Children of the Heavenly Father

LBW# 474

Please stand as you are able.
After all have returned to their places, the minister may say these or similar words.

P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (Luke 2:29-32)
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PRAYER

The following or a similar post-communion prayer is said.

P

C

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you
would strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

BENEDICTION (Numbers 6:22-27)

The minister blesses the congregation, using this or another appropriate blessing.

P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen

HYMN
THE SENDING (Matthew 28:19)

On Our Way Rejoicing

LBW# 260

The minister may dismiss the congregation.

P
C
P
C

You have been nurtured in Word and Sacrament now go therefore and make
disciples of all nations
Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Union Lutheran Church you are sent!
Amen, amen, amen

POSTLUDE
Next Week’s Readings (October 24):
Jeremiah 31:7-9; Psalm 126; Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52
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Those Serving in October
Acolytes: Emma Clifton and Adam Thompson
Altar Guild: Mary Hutchens and Vivian Sprinkle
Communion Assistants: Frank Merrell, Doris Shepherd, and Vivian Sprinkle
Communion Pianist: Brian Sevison
Lay Reader: Doris Shepherd
Ushers: Larry Barringer, Mike Cauble, Phil Cauble (HU), and Frank Merrell
Offering Counting Team: Jennifer Curlee, Doris Shepherd, and Wayne Vellines

UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH
A charter congregation of North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
OUR MISSION:
Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused
(Matthew 28:18-20)
OUR 2021 VISION: One Relationship at a Time
4470 Bringle Ferry Road
Salisbury, NC 28146
Phone (704) 636-5092 ~ Fax (704) 636-1022
Website: https://ulcsalisbury.org/
OFFICE HOURS: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (please remember to practice social distancing)
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor - pastor@ulcsalisbury.org
(815) 883-4883
Rev. T. C. Plexico, Pastor Emeritus
Music Director: Isaiah Cornelius - musicdirector@ulcsalisbury.org
Organist: Tina Brown - organist@ulcsalisbury.org
Staff Support: Genevieve Baker - office@ulcsalisbury.org
Facilities Manager: Phil Cauble (704) 213-0646 - sexton@ulcsalisbury.org
Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) green hymnal
With One Voice (WOV) blue hymnal
Lutheran Book of Worship Setting 1 (pages 56-76)
Augsburg Fortress [Copyrighted element(s)] [Copyright notice]
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license# SBL10475L. AF Liturgies License.
Augsburg Fortress [Copyrighted element(s)] [Copyright notice]
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license# SBL10475H. AF Hymns License.
CCLI License #20615971 & CCLI Streaming License #20615988
Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), Sola Online Worship Resource Site
Permission is granted to active subscribers for local congregational use.
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Union News...
Sunday’s Activities (October 17):
9:00 a.m. Prayer and Fasting in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth:
A Promising Dream ~ Genesis 28:10-22
Drew Wise Adult Sunday School Class:
Praise God for Past Deliverance ~ Psalm 107
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
1:00 p.m. The Bible and Mental Health (brochure in the Narthex)
6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Salem and Union (Middle/High School Youth) at Union
Children’s and Youth Sunday Worship Offering Envelopes are available to pick up.
Please contact the church office if your child/youth is not assigned an offering envelope.
The ALTAR FLOWERS today are given to the Glory of God in honor of Pastor Heidi
Punt by the Adult Sunday School Classes.

This Week’s Activities:
Tuesday, October 19
Wednesday, October 20

6:30 p.m. Canoeing the Mountains
10:00 a.m. Canoeing the Mountains

6:00 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
If any needs or concerns arise Friday, October 22– Sunday, October 24, please contact the
church office or a Lay Minister. Thank you.

Next Sunday’s Activities (October 24):
9:00 a.m. Prayer and Fasting in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth:
Hope in Hardship -~Genesis 37: 45:1-10; 50:20
Drew Wise Adult Sunday School Class:
Praise God for His Presence ~ Psalm 84
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion with Rev. Carlin Ours, Guest Pastor
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Luther League (Middle/High School Youth) at Salem
Doris Shepherd has reserved the Altar Flowers for Sunday, October 24.
November Messenger articles deadline Sunday, October 24.

How Can You Serve?
The Sunday School Classes are serving the women and children of the Battered Women’s Shelter. Needed now: Paper Towels.
A basket is available in the doorway across for the Music Room for the items or you
can turn them in the Grade School “Joy” classroom.
Everyone is invited to participate in this month’s Sunday School project!

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE
Thursday, October 28
6:00 p.m. Property, Cemetery, and Columbarium Committee
Friday, October 29
Change: No Friday Game Night on October 29
6:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m. Trunk or Treat
The event is FREE!
Needed: Trunks and Volunteers!
Contact Person: Dusty Morgan, Sr.
Sunday, October 31, Reformation Sunday
In observance of Reformation Sunday, please wear something red.
9:00 a.m. Prayer and Fasting in the Chapel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Children and Youth:
Fiery Directions ~Exodus 2:23-3:22
Drew Wise Adult Sunday School Class:
Praise God for His Greatness ~ Psalm 147-150
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Presentation of Bibles
Please sign up to reserve the Altar Flowers for Sunday, October 31.
Earnhardt Family Reunion has cancelled for Sunday, October 31.
November Messenger will be available in the Narthex for pickup.
Tuesday, November 2
7:30 p.m. Executive Committee
Wednesday, November 3
6:00 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
Friday, November 5
5:00 p.m. Game Night
Saturday, November 6
12 Noon Snider Family Reunion in the Old Pine Center
2

“A SIMPLE EXPLANATION OF THE CHURCH SERVICE”
Welcome to church! As you participate in the church service, we will
be providing you with weekly nuggets to help you understand more of
what is happening, why it is happening, and some of the special
language used in church.
NUGGET #3a: Invocation (comes from the Latin for “call upon.”)
The Invocation begins the Divine Service with the name of God. Invoking His name
orders our worship, making it clear that this is His service to us, not our service or
someone else’s. The words of the Invocation remind us of our Baptism in the name of
the triune God.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28.19)
(“A Simple Explanation of the Church Service”, page 5, Concordia Publishing House, 2018)

Randy and Mitzi Patton are pleased to announce the wedding of their daughter,
Hannah, and Brandon Barbee on Saturday, October 16.
We are excited to announce the birth of Rindy Wakins’ grandson.

October Benevolence Focus
Lutheran Military Veterans and Families Ministries
A faith-based ministry that provides free care, counseling and assistance to those who
have served in the military, military contractors and their families, Lutheran Military
Veterans and Families Ministries (LMVFM) also provides training and support to
community care providers who work with military personnel and their families.
Services are provided throughout the entire U.S. and include free counseling, quarterly
weekend retreats, and assistance in finding resources through government agencies
(LMVFM does not provide financial support itself). It provides training programs for
civilian care providers, therapists, counselors, clergy and others who want to be better
equipped to work with the military community, and also works with congregations to
provide information on issues currently affecting the military community.
The organization was established in 2008 and is an independent faith-based Lutheran
ministry, although it has been recognized by the LCMS as a service organization. Its
executive director is rostered with the NALC, and its board has NALC representation.
During the month of October, the Benevolence focus is on Lutheran Military Vet.
Serv. If you wish for your giving to go there please specify accordingly.
We are excited to announce on Sunday, November 14, Chaplain Leslie Haines,
Executive Director of the Lutheran Military Veterans and Families Ministries will be
sharing the Word with us!
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER…
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat & Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, and
Jane Peeler (Autumn Care), Jean Ray (Brookdale), and Betty Denker (Trinity Oaks, Apt.
123B)
Homebound Members - Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Grace Morgan, Frances Norris,
Zarah Plyler, Billy Waller, and Michael Walton

Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Melissa Arey, Bill Broadway, Linda Hartley,
Sarah Holshouser, Steve Hutchens, Tommy Kerns, Pat Kluttz, Nancy Kesler, John
Knight, Margaret Lyerly, Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold Miller, Dusty Morgan,
Gladys Morgan, Grace Morgan, Kay Morgan, Ruth Myers, Marvin Nunn, William Page,
Karen Plyler, Effie Vellines, and Wayne Vellines.
Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Evonne Batten (mother of
Lisa Morgan), Yvette Bates (co-worker of Karen Barringer), Jimmie Cagle (sister of Pat
Kluttz), Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton), Arnold Cauble, Ophelia Curlee (sisterin-law of Grace Morgan), Karen DeMunbrun (niece of Grace Morgan), Janet Dunning
(sister of Doris Shepherd), Martha Eller (friend of Pat Kluttz), June Fraley, Emily Jones
(sister of Jimmy Plyler), Bob and Kim King (friends of Susan Knight), Amy Lowder
Harrison, and Jesse Morgan, Jr., Teresa Kesler, Glenn and Betty Sue Lowder, David
Mitchell (friend of Pete Nguyen), Della Morgan (mother of Pam Vellines), Dusty
Morgan, Sr. Family (Dusty, Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty, Jr.), Shari Morgan (friend of
Jan Huffman), Hong Nguyen (mother of Pete Nguyen), Steven and Malynda Peeler,
Laura Stokes (friend of Frank and Dawn Merrell), Union Fire Department #76, and those
by natural or political disasters.
Confirmation Students: Mallory Eagle, Makenzie Poole, Emme Poole, Bailey
Wilhelm, and Lucas Wilhelm
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us
know if a correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name
that can be removed, please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep
the list current, we will update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known
prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank you!

Red, White, and Carolina Blue ULC T-Shirts with the new logo are available in
different sizes from the Narthex for $13 per t-shirt. First come first serve basis and
while supplies last.
Please make checks payable to Union Lutheran Church and mark T-shirts on the
memo line, on the offering envelope, and place in the offering plate.
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