
Welcome 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

August 15, 2021 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 

UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused 

 
4770 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury, NC  28146 

(704) 636-5092 ~ http://ulcsalisbury.org 

http://ulcsalisbury.org


WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE   A Garlic Improvisation on Hymn tune "Bunessan"           Callahan 
The Altar Candles are lit at this time during the Prelude. 
 

The minister leads the congregation in the invocation.  
 

Please stand as able. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. (Matt. 28:19) 
C Amen 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
 Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
 name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
 we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
 cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9) 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful 
 God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
 sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
 by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,       
 Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
 may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
 name. Amen. 
 

The minister stands and addresses the congregation. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
 sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
 of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

 all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 (John 20:22-23) 
C Amen 
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GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE (Mark 10:47)  

HYMN OF PRAISE (Luke 2:14; John 1:29; Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9)  IS OMITTED THIS WEEK. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. Almighty, eternal God, increase in us your gifts of faith, hope and 
 love; and in order that love may abide in us, help us to celebrate what your love 
 has done for us. Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

We read scripture from the Old Testament, Apostolic Letters and the Gospels because faith comes from 

hearing. (Romans 10:17) 

FIRST LESSON: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
 

1Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the heads, 
the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before God. 2aAnd 
Joshua said to all the people, 
 

14“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away 
the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 
15And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” 16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord 
to serve other gods, 17for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our fathers up from 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight 
and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom 
we passed. 18And the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived   

SALUTATION (2 Timothy 4:22) 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

BLESSING OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF 
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in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 
 

Lay Reader The word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

PSALM 34:12-22 sung in unison 
 

12Who among | you loves life* 
 and desires long life to en- | joy prosperity? 
13Keep your tongue from | evil speaking* 
 and your lips from | lying words. 
14Turn from evil | and do good;* 
 seek peace | and pursue it. 
15The eyes of the Lord are up- | on the righteous,* 
 and his ears are open | to their cry. 
16The face of the Lord is against those | who do evil,* 
 to root out the remembrance of them | from the earth. 
17The righteous cry, and | the Lord hears them* 
 and delivers them from | all their troubles. 
18The Lord is near to the | brokenhearted* 
 and will save those whose spir- | its are crushed. 
19Many are the troubles | of the righteous,* 
 but the Lord will deliver him out | of them all. 
20He will keep safe | all his bones;* 
 not one of them | shall be broken. 
21Evil shall | slay the wicked,* 
 and those who hate the righteous | will be punished. 
22The Lord ransoms the life | of his servants,* 
 and none will be punished who | trust in him. 

SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 5:6-21 
 

6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God 
comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not become partners with them; 
8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children 
of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to 
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in 
secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything 
that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise 
but as wise, 16making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do 
not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18And do not get drunk with 
wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with 
your heart, 20giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 



6 

Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (John 6:68) 

Lay Reader The word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 6th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: John 6:51-69 
 

51{Jesus said to the Jews grumbling about him,} “I am the living bread that came down 
from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will 
give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 52The Jews then disputed among themselves, 
saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you 
have no life in you. 54Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, 
and I will raise him up on the last day. 55For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true 
drink. 56Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 
57As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, 
he also will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not 
like the bread the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 
59Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 60When many of 
his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 61But      
Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, 
“Do you take offense at this? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending 
to where he was before? 63It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But there are some of you who do 
not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, 
and who it was who would betray him.) 65And he said, “This is why I told you that no 
one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66After this many of his dis-
ciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do  
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you want to go away as well?”  68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we 
go? You have the words of eternal life, 69and we have believed, and have come to know, 
that you are the Holy One of God.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

SERMON           Who Was Jesus?        Pastor Heidi Punt 

Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN  LBW page 480    Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

APOSTLES' CREED (Romans 10:9-10) 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the  
 power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
 Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.* 
 On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and  was seated at 
 the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
 dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life         
  everlasting. Amen 
 

 *Or, He descended to the dead. 

THE PRAYERS (1 Timothy 2:1-4) 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,  and for all people according to 
 their needs. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

P Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude:  

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
 mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 

THE PEACE (John 20:19) 
 

In an attempt to be vigilant and responsible, please use Hand Sanitizers provided at each entrance. 
Please refrain from shaking hands and reserve a little space between one another.  Nods, elbows, or     
gentle pat on the shoulders, etc., are welcome! 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 



Please be seated. 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS (Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19) 
 

The Offering is received as the Lord’s Table is prepared.  All loose offering will go towards the           
Building and Repair Fund. If you wish to contribute to Benevolence, please mark your envelope          
accordingly.  For the month of August, Haiti Global Worker is the focused Benevolence, if you wish for 
your giving to go there please specify accordingly. 

ANTHEM                  Chancel Choir 
The Lord is My Shepherd               (Natalie Sleeth) 

Please stand as you are able. 

P Let us pray. 
C Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered       
 together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from 
 the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through     
 Jesus Christ, now and forever.  Amen. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

GREAT THANKSGIVING (2 Timothy 4:22) 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
 thanks...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS (Isaiah 6:3 and Matthew 21:9) 

8 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
C Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
 bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
 thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION (Mark 14:23) 
 

As the minister gives the bread and wine, and says these words to each communicant: 
 The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
 The communicant may say: Amen 
 

   At Union Lutheran Church the Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each Sunday.  All baptized 
Christians who believe in the real presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper are invited to commune. All 
who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.  Please follow the directions of 
the Ushers. 

AGNUS DEI (John 1:29) 

Agnus Dei continued on page 10. 
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HYMN           LBW page 479  My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

Please stand as you are able. 

After all have returned to their places, the minister may say these or similar words. 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
 grace. 
C Amen 

PRAYER 
The following or a similar post-communion prayer is said. 
 

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
 through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
 through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
 the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 

BENEDICTION (Numbers 6:22-27) 
The minister blesses the congregation, using this or another appropriate blessing. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩give you peace. 
C Amen 

HYMN           LBW page 500    Faith of Our Fathers 

THE SENDING (Matthew 28:19) 

The minister may dismiss the congregation. 
 

P You have been nurtured in Word and Sacrament now go therefore and make 
 disciples of all  nations 
C Baptizing them in them in the name of the Father, Son and of the Holy 
 Spirit. 
P Union Lutheran Church you are sent! 
C Amen, amen, amen 
 
POSTLUDE    
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Next Week’s Readings (August 22): 
Isaiah 29:11-19; Psalm 14; Ephesians 5:22-33; Mark 7:1-13 

Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) green hymnal 
With One Voice (WOV) blue hymnal 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 10 (pages 203-209) 
Text, Tune, and/or Arr. used by permission  

Augsburg Fortress [Copyrighted element(s)] [Copyright notice] 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license# SBL10475L. 

CCLI License #20615971 & CCLI Streaming License #20615988 
Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), Sola Online Worship Resource Site 

Permission is granted to active subscribers for local congregational use. 

Those Serving in August 
 

Acolytes: Ellie, Ethan, Bailey and Lucas Wilhelm 
 

Altar Guild: Jennifer Curlee and Cathy Painther 
 

Communion Assistants: Jennifer Curlee and Cathy Painther 
 

Lay Readers: Jennifer and Scott Curlee 
 

Ushers: Larry Barringer, Phil Cauble (HU), and Wade Leazer 
 

Offering Counting Team: Tara Davis, Cathy Painther, and Ronald Vellines 
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UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

A charter congregation of North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 
 

OUR MISSION:  
Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally-Grounded - Congregationally Focused 

(Matthew 28:18-20) 
 

OUR 2021 VISION: One Relationship at a Time 
 

4470 Bringle Ferry Road 
Salisbury, NC  28146 

 

Phone (704) 636-5092 ~ Fax (704) 636-1022 
Website: https://ulcsalisbury.org/ 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday 
 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School (please remember to practice social distancing) 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor - pastor@ulcsalisbury.org  
(815) 883-4883 

 

Rev. T. C. Plexico, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Music Director: Isaiah Cornelius - musicdirector@ulcsalisbury.org  
 

Organist: Tina Brown - organist@ulcsalisbury.org  
 

Staff Support: Genevieve Baker - office@ulcsalisbury.org  
 

Facilities Manager: Phil Cauble (704) 213-0646 - sexton@ulcsalisbury.org 

https://ulcsalisbury.org/
mailto:pastor@ulcsalisbury.org
mailto:musicdirector@ulcsalisbury.org
mailto:organist@ulcsalisbury.org
mailto:office@ulcsalisbury.org
mailto:sexton@ulcsalisbury.org


Sunday’s Activities (August 15): 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
Theme for the next 5 weeks: God is with us through the waters of Baptism 

A new character will show up each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Drew Wise Adult Sunday School Class: 
A Patient, Persevering Faith - Psalm 40:1-13; Hebrews 10:19-39 

 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 
 

12 noon Rieblin Reunion following worship in the small fellowship hall 
 

2:00 p.m. Church Council 
 

6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Youth Event 

This Week’s Activities: 
 

Tues., Aug. 17  6:30 p.m. Bible in 90 Days 
 

Wed., Aug. 18  10:00 a.m. Bible in 90 Days 
 

   6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus 
 

   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 

Thurs., Aug. 19 5:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 

Fri., Aug. 20  5:30 p.m. Game Night 

Union News. . .  

   The ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of those who 
have passed away from the Mildred Merrell Sunday School Class by William and Doris Page. 

Next Sunday’s Activities (August 22): 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
Theme: God is with us through the waters of Baptism 

A new character will show up each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Drew Wise Adult Sunday School Class: 
A Conquering Faith - John 14:15-24; 1 John 4-5 

 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 
 

September newsletter articles deadline to the church office on Sunday, August 22. 
 

Please sign up to reserve the Altar Flowers for Sunday, August 22. 

   Carolina Blue and White T-Shirts with the new logo are available in different sizes from 
the hallway to the Dutch Meeting Hall for $13 per t-shirt. First come first serve basis and as 
supplies last. 
   Please make checks payable to Union Lutheran Church and mark T-shirts on the memo 
line, on the offering envelope, and place in the offering plate. 

   Congratulations to Angelique Punt, daughter of Pastors Dieter and Heidi Punt, and Jan 
deBuhr on their marriage on Saturday, August 14, 2021. 
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
 

Monday, August 23 6:00 p.m. Pillowcase Workshop 
 

Tuesday, August 24 6:30 p.m. Bible in 90 Days 
 

Wednesday, August 25 
10:00 a.m. Bible in 90 Days 

 

6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus 
 

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 

Saturday, August 28  
5:00 p.m. Adult Sunday School Gathering Cookout 

 

Sunday, August 29 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 

Theme: God is with us through the waters of Baptism 
A new character will show up each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Drew Wise Adult Sunday School Class: 
An Eternal Hope - Romans 7:14-26; 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 

 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 
 

12 noon Reservation of Dutch Meeting Hall 
 

September newsletter will be available to pick up from the Narthex Sunday, August 29. 
 

Please sign up to reserve the Altar Flowers for Sunday, August 29. 
 

Tuesday, August 31  6:30 p.m. Bible in 90 Days 
 

Wednesday, September 1  
10:00 a.m. Bible in 90 Days 

 

5:30 p.m. Finance Committee 
 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation 
 

6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus 
 

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 

Friday, September 3  5:30 p.m. Game Night 
 

Sunday, September 5 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 

Theme: God is with us through the waters of Baptism 
A new character will show up each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Drew Wise Adult Sunday School Class: 
Praise With Music - Exodus 14:1-15:21 

 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 
 

10:30 a.m. Bible in 90 Days Completion Certificate 
 

Please sign up to reserve the Altar Flowers for Sunday, September 5. 
 

Monday, September 6, Labor Day 
The church office will be closed in observance of the holiday. 

 

Tuesday, September 7  
6:30 p.m. Bible Study 



Wednesday, September 8 
10:00 a.m. Bible Study 

 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation 
 

6:30 p.m. Belles and Beaus 
 

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 

Thursday, September 9  
10:00 a.m. Good Timers 

 

Friday, September 10-Sunday, September 12 
Carolinas Youth Retreat for Grades 6th-12th 

Theme: Plans for Peace, Hope, Future Jeremiah 29:11 
Location: St. Christopher Camp and Conference Center 

 

   Cost is $120 per participant and includes lodging in cabin bunks, Saturday meals, and         
Sunday breakfast, and T-shirt. 
   Worship on the beach, engaging Bible study, interest groups, campfire, games, and friends! 
   Contact Melanie Corn for more information (mcorn@stplchapin.com) or Pastor Heidi Punt. 
   The church office has copies of the Church Registration Form. 

 

Sunday, September 12 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 

Theme: God is with us through the waters of Baptism 
A new character will show up each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Drew Wise Adult Sunday School Class: 
Praise in Dance - 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12-19 

 

10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 
 

12 noon Kesler Family Reunion in the Dutch Meeting Hall 
 

4:00 p.m. Family Day 
 

6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Youth Event 
The Kesler Family has reserved the Altar Flowers for September 12. 

 

For more information regarding activities and events,  
please contact the church office.  Please note dates/times are subject to change. 
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August Benevolence Focus ~ Haiti Global Worker 
 

   Since 1996, SMI Haiti has been engaged in providing assistance in practical ways to those 
in great need in Haiti. SMI Haiti is making a difference in the daily lives of Haitians living in 
the Arcahaie area north of Port Au Prince. Primarily working in the following areas: mission 
trip hosting, construction projects, school sponsorship, youth ministry, women’s ministry, 
food and clothing program, and a dental and medical clinic. 
   Pastor Heidi Punt has been called as an NALC Global Worker serving with SMI. As well as 
yoking with SMI in existing ministry and programs, Pastor Punt will work to develop a long-
term vision for the ongoing training of pastors in Haiti and strengthening of the relationship 
between the NALC and SMI. 
   For the month of August, Haiti Global Worker is the focused Benevolence, if you wish for 
your giving to go there please specify accordingly. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER… 
 

Nursing Home Residents - Nancy Kesler, Brenda Mahaley, Pat & Wayne Miller, Ruth 
Monroe, and Jane Peeler, (Autumn Care), Jean Ray (Brookdale), and Betty Denker 
(Trinity Oaks, Apt. 123B) 
 

Homebound Members - Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Grace Morgan, Frances Norris, 
Zarah Plyler, Billy Waller, and Michael Walton 
 

Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Genevieve Baker, Bishop Emeritus John 
Bradosky, Bill  Broadway, Rev. Tom Corbell, Bob Goodwin, Linda Hartley, Steve 
Hutchens, Tommy Kerns, Pat Kluttz, John Knight, Margaret Lyerly, Eric Miller, Donnie 
Miller, Harold Miller, Dusty Morgan, Gladys Morgan, Grace Morgan, Ruth Myers,  
William Page, Karen Plyler, Rev. Dawn Rister, Patti Vallandingham, and Effie Vellines 
 

Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Evonne Batten (mother of 
Lisa Morgan), Yvette Bates (coworker of Karen Barringer), Vanna Calloway (friend of 
Kat Clifton), Arnold Cauble, Ophelia Curlee (sister-in-law of Grace Morgan), Karen  
DeMunbrun (niece of Grace Morgan), Janet Dunning (sister of Doris Shepherd), June 
Fraley, Amy Lowder Harrison, and Jesse Morgan, Jr., Teresa Kesler, Glenn and Betty 
Sue Lowder, David Mitchell (friend of Pete Nguyen), Della Morgan (mother of Pam 
Vellines), Dusty Morgan Family (Dusty, Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty, Jr.), Hong         
Nguyen (mother of Pete Nguyen), Troy and Cathy Kluttz Painther, Steven and Malynda 
Peeler,  Union Fire Department #76, and Wayne Vellines 
 

Bible in 90 Days Participants: Evonne Batten, Judy Boyd, Isaiah Cornelius, Scott and 
Jennifer Curlee, Tara Davis, Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt, Ruth Goodman, Lucinda Fraley, 
Brad and Jan Huffman, John and Susan Knight, Jared Knight, Jack and Deena Lanning, 
Betty Sue Lowder, Felisaty Morgan, Lisa Morgan, Gladys Morgan, Grace Morgan, Kay 
Morgan, Cathy Painther, Debbie Rinehart, Sylvia Peeler, and Doris Shepherd 
 
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us 
know if a correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list.  If there is a name 
that can be removed, please contact the church office with that information as well.  In an effort to keep 
the list current, we will update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known 
prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank you!  
 
Please let us know...church staff are not automatically made aware of you or your family members and 
loved ones who are in the hospital, Hospice, a nursing home or shut-ins at home.  This means we cannot 
minister to them without you letting us know.  Please contact the church office (704) 636-5092 to keep us 
informed. 



Convocation hears vision
updates, affirms decisions
The 2021 NALC Mission Convocation heard updates on the 10
points of the NALC’s 2020 Vision and overwhelmingly approved
two resolutions supporting decisions by the Executive Council to
establish a central NALC office in the Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas,
area and to add four part-time assistants to the bishop.

The convocation revolved around the 10 points of the 2020 Vision.
Each vision point was highlighted with oral and written reports.
Opportunities for discussion of each point and questions from
delegates were provided.

More than 400 delegates and visitors gathered August 4-6 in
Corpus Christi, Texas, for the 2021 Mission Convocation around
the theme, “God the Father Creates.” The convocation and the
events preceding it comprise the NALC’s annual Lutheran Week. 

2020 Vision Appeal: We are excited to share that we are moving
forward with funding and implementing our 2020 Vision with the
full support of the bishop and Executive Council. We are working
with Cramer & Associates from Dublin, Ohio, a Christian-based
philanthropic advisory firm, to execute this powerful and important
initiative. We look forward to communicating and working with you
on building our future.  

Elections: The Rev. Mark Werner of Pittsgrove, New Jersey,  and
Joel Williams of Erwin, South Dakota, were elected to four-year
terms on the Executive Council. The Rev. Dr. Jeffray Greene of
Brooks, Georgia, and Matthew Lind of Bainbridge Island,
Washington, were elected to the Court of Adjudication. 

The Rev. Dr. Amy Little was installed as the General Secretary of
the NALC. The general secretary is the chief operating officer of the
NALC and manages its administrative functions.

A major address on the convocation theme, “God the Father
Creates,” was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Steven Paulson. He focused
on the significance of the first article of the Apostles’ Creed and
Martin Luther’s explanation of it in his Small Catechism.

Melissa Ohden told the moving story of her life as the survivor of a
failed saline infusion abortion and now as an advocate for abortion
survivors and pro-life policies.

2022 budgets were approved. The Convocation approved a $2
million Operating Budget for the NALC. Budgets were also
approved for the church’s designated funds: $875,000 for the
Theological Education Fund (which includes the North American
Lutheran Seminary); $215,500 for the Great Commission Fund; and
$143,000 for the Disaster Response Fund. 

Prayer for Ethiopia: The convocation unanimously approved a
resolution inviting NALC pastors, congregations and members to
unite in “intentional and intensive prayer for Ethiopia.” Ethiopia is
going through a time of significant political unrest. The NALC is in a
full-communion relationship with the Ethiopian Evangelical Church
Mekane Yesus, the largest Lutheran church in the world. 

Amendments to the NALC Constitution adding language naming
mission districts and mission regions were approved. The
amendments must be ratified by NALC congregations.

Reports of the work of the NALC’s staff, teams, task forces,
ministries and ministry partners were warmly received.

The Braaten-Benne Lectures in Theology, which preceded the
convocation, focused on God the Father. Other events of Lutheran
week included the Women of the NALC Annual Gathering and
workshops on discipleship, stewardship and youth ministry.

Documents, photos and videos from the convocation and other
events of Lutheran Week will be posted at lutheranweek.com.


