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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Variations on "Comfort, Comfort Now My People"

arr.Rholig

Please stand as you are able.
The minister leads the congregation in the invocation. The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.

P
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen
ADVENT CANDLE LITANY
P
In the beginning, there was the chaos of trouble and fear. Then, when
uncertainty seemed the only certain thing, and the light at the end of the tunnel
turned out to be just our imagination, God said, “Let there be light.” And there
was Hope.
(Lighting of first Advent Candle while singing Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah.)

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (verse 1)
WOV 630
C
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.
P
In the course of time people became agitated, and there was no space for
quietness. Then, when the agitation was at its height, when it seemed that
conflict and noise was everywhere God said, “Let there be light.” And there was
Peace.
(Lighting of second Advent Candle while singing Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah.)

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (verse 2)
WOV 630
C
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward.
P

By this time people had learned not to care. They became skilled at loving ice
cream, but not other people. Love had turned to hatred, to lust, to infatuation.
There was animosity and rejection, hero-worship and self-hate. Then, when hate
and apathy seemed to rule the hearts of people, and lust and control were
confused with genuine relationships, God said, “Let there be light.” And there
was Love.

(Lighting of third Advent Candle while singing Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah.)

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (verse 3)
WOV 630
C
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory.
P
The light of love calls our hearts into life during Advent. To a world which
struggles to love, it declares that the power of love is greater than the love of
power. This candle speaks a protest against the falseness of lust, infatuation, and
power games in relationships. It pronounces that we cannot go on living with
hatred, animosity or ambivalence toward each other. The candle of love blazes
with the words: God so loved the world that he gave, and gave, and gave.
C
We will wait for Christ during this Advent Season, the season of
preparation. Thank you, God!
Brief moment of self-reflection.
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GREETING
The minister greets the congregation.

P

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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THE SALUTATION
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, give ear to our prayers, and lighten the darkness
of our hearts by your gracious visitation; for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
1
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring
good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2to proclaim the
year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who
mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion — to give them a beautiful headdress
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of
a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that
he may be glorified. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.
8
“For I the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their offspring shall
be known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who
see them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the Lord has blessed. 10I
will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me
with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes
what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to
sprout up before all the nations.”
Lay Reader Here ends the reading.
PSALM 126 (spoken in unison)
1
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
3
Then they said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
4
The Lord has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
5
Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
like the watercourses of the Negev.
6
Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
7
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
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SECOND LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
16
Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise
prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of
evil. 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He
who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.
Lay Reader
Here ends the reading.
Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st chapter.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but
came to bear witness about the light.
19
And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed,
“I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I
am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who
are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight
the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 24(Now they had been sent from the
Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ,
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among
you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose
sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan,
where John was baptizing.
P
The Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
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SERMON
Pastor Heidi Punt
What are you waiting for? John the Baptist points us to God’s Light.
Please stand as you are able.

HYMN

Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!
Sung to tune 8787 LBW 494 Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult

LBW 37

1

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! "Christ is near," we hear the cry.
"Cast away the works of darkness, All you children of the day!"

2

Startled at the solemn warning, Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, Shines upon the morning skies.

3

See, the Lamb so long expected Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv’n;

4

So, when next he comes in glory And the world is wrapped in fear,
He will shield us with his mercy And with words of love draw near.

5

Honor, glory, might, dominion To the Father and the Son,
With the everliving Spirit While eternal ages run!

NICENE CREED
C
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen
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THE PRAYERS
P

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to
their needs.

After each portion of the prayers:

P
C

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

P

C

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

THE PEACE
In an attempt to be vigilant and responsible, please use Hand Sanitizers provided at each entrance.
Please refrain from shaking hands and reserve a little space between one another. Nods, elbows, or
gentle pat on the shoulders, etc., are welcome!

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
The Offering is received as the Lord’s Table is prepared.

SPECIAL MUSIC

Tune: Greensleeves (WOV 791)

Please stand as you are able.
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arr. Copley

OFFERTORY PRAYER
p
Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us--our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P
It is indeed right and salutary...we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him
should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
C
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
C
Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Please be seated.
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COMMUNION
As the minister give the bread and wine, and says these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen
At Union Evangelical Lutheran Church the Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each Sunday.
All baptized Christians who believe in the real presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper are invited to
commune. Children who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
follow the directions of the Ushers.

13

14

Please stand as you are able.
After all have returned to their places, the minister may say these or similar words.

P

C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen

CANTICLE

A post-communion canticle or an appropriate hymn or song may be sung.

PRAYER

The following or a similar post-communion prayer is said.

P

C

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you
would strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

BLESSING

The minister blesses the congregation, using this or another appropriate blessing.

P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen
15

DISMISSAL

The minister may dismiss the congregation.

P
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Next Week’s Readings (December 20):
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-5,19-29; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

Our Love and Sympathy is extended to the Family of Bob Wilhelm in their time of
grief. “Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me” (John
14:1).

Those Serving in December
Acolyte: Jordan and Mallory Eagle
Altar Guild: Robyn Arey
Communion Assistants: Doris Shepherd ~ Vivian Sprinkle
Lay Readers: Robyn Arey, Brad Huffman, and Steve Walton
Ushers: Larry Barringer, Mike Cauble, Phil Cauble (HU), Tom Cole, and Don Davis
Church Council Counters: Lynn Coughenour and Cathy Kluttz Painther

Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) Setting 1 (page 56-76)
Text, Tune, and/or Arr. used by permission
Augsburg Fortress license #1047, CCLI License #20615971 & CCLI Streaming License #20615988
Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), Sola Online Worship Resource Site
Permission is granted to active subscribers for local congregational use.
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER…
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat & Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, and
Jane Peeler, (Autumn Care), Jean Ray (Brookdale), and Betty Denker (Trinity Oaks,
Apt. 123B)
Homebound Members - Mary Brady, Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Frances Norris,
Zarah Plyler, Billy Waller, and Michael Walton

Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Bishop Emeritus John Bradosky, Bill
Broadway, Ashley Deaton, Kiki Deaton, Glenn Eagle, Bob Goodwin, Linda Hartley,
Steve Hutchens, Tommy Kerns, Nancy Kesler, Teresa Kesler, Pat Kluttz, John Knight,
Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold Miller, Dusty Morgan, Gladys Morgan, Grace
Morgan, Ruth Myers, Karen Plyler, Rev. Dawn Rister, Patti Vallandingham, Effie Vellines, and Ronald Vellines
Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Evonne Batten (mother of
Lisa Morgan), Yvette Bates (coworker of Karen Barringer), Martha Boger and Family
(friends of Jennifer and Scott Curlee), Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton), Arnold
Cauble, Ophelia Curlee (sister-in-law of Grace Morgan), Karen DeMunbrun (niece of
Grace Morgan), June Fraley, Sylvia Fraley, Teresa Kesler, Edna McCollough (friend of
Jennifer & Scott Curlee), David Mitchell (friend of Pete Nguyen), Della Morgan
(mother of Pam Vellines), Dusty Morgan Family (Dusty, Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty,
Jr.), Hong Nguyen (mother of Pete Nguyen), John Oddie, Jr. (brother of Ruby Leazer
and Ruth Myers), Larry Shepherd, Jamie Troutman (nephew of Lynn Coughenour),
Union Fire Department #76, and Justin West (friend of Pete Nguyen)
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us
know if a correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name
that can be removed, please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep
the list current, we will update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known
prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank you!
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How You Can Help During This Advent Season
During the season of Advent, we as Christians anticipate and celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. As Christmas rapidly approaches,
we all face many choices regarding shopping, what presents to buy
for whom, schedule changes, parties to attend, extra choir rehearsals, and additional church services, just to name a few.
But unfortunately, there are so many people in our country that
are still trying to comprehend the devastation they’ve experienced
due to the recent hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding or intense wildfires. Shopping and gift giving are the least of their worries!
During the time, we see the good in countless people like yourselves who wish to lend a
hand and help those in need. Now is a time for us to step up and be a source of love and hope.
A beacon of light to those who have no Christmas tree, no presents, nor a house for family to
gather to celebrate the birth of Christ.
This Advent season, the Mission Team will be collecting funds in order to purchase items
needed to make up flood buckets for the NALC Disaster Response. Our congregation has
made these before, but with all the recent natural disasters, there is a greater need for clean-up
items.
There are ready made containers filled with Bible verses available at the church. As you
take out a scripture (one dated for every day of Advent beginning with November 30), we ask
that you contribute $1 back into the container. At the end of Advent, when the scriptures have
all been read, there should be at least $25 in the container. We ask that you bring your filled
container back to the church on either Christmas Eve (December 24) or Sunday, December
27.
Monies collected will be used to purchase items for the flood buckets. The buckets will be
assembled and then dedicated during the worship service on Sunday, January 3. If you would
like to donated additional funds, please make checks payable to Union Lutheran Church and
mark on the memo line: Disaster Relief.
Thank you in advance for your continued support of our Mission Team efforts!
May God bless you!
Great Commission Mission Team
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Sunday’s Activities (December 13):

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship and Holy Communion at 10:30 a.m. (see page 3)
Parking Lot Worship and Holy Communion at 12 noon (see page 3)
Live Nativity Participants Meeting at 2:00 p.m.
Quest Youth Zoom Meeting at 5:00 p.m.
2021 Offering Envelopes are available to pick up in the updated Hallway entering the
Dutch Meeting Hall. Please do not use until January 3, 2021. Please pick up offering
envelopes of family members or friends that you plan to visit with this Christmas Holiday or
if you would prefer to have the church office mail or have a volunteer hand deliver your
envelopes please contact us by Sunday, December 27.
The ALTAR GREENERY today is given to the Glory of God.
The POINSETTIAS are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Clyde, Sadie, and
Lanny Morgan.
Our Love and Sympathy is extended to the Family of Bob Wilhelm in their time of grief.
“Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me” (John 14:1).
Tues., Dec. 15
Wed., Dec. 16
Dec. 16-18
Fri., Dec. 18
Sat., Dec. 19

This Week’s Activities:

6:30 p.m. Property, Cemetery, and Columbarium Committee meeting
10:00 a.m. Advent Bible Study (see page 2)
7:00 p.m. Advent Evening Service (see page 2)
Genevieve Baker, ULC Staff Support, will be out of the office.
The church office will be open while she is out.
5:00 p.m. Friday Game Night
Time change: 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
Live Nativity Drive Thru (see page 3)

Next Sunday’s Activities (December 20):

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship and Holy Communion at 10:30 a.m. (see page 3)
Parking Lot Worship and Holy Communion at 12 noon (see page 3)
Live Nativity Drive Thru from 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. (see page 3)
Quest Youth Zoom Meeting at 5:00 p.m.
January Newsletter articles deadline is Sunday, December 20, to the church office.
Deadline to contact Pastor Heidi or Tina Brown if interested in participating with special
music during the 8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.

If you have not done so already, turn in
your Time & Talent to the church office
by drop off, offering plates, or mail. By
turning in your form, you will make it
easier for those preparing and scheduling
activities for 2021. Extra forms are located
in the church office.
Presently we have had 41 Time & Talent
forms turned in and 26 Experiencing the
Joy of Generosity commitment forms
turned in out of 119 giving households.

Sunday Morning
Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.
December 20 Called to Worship - Exodus
1:8-22; Matthew 2:1-2, 7-15
December 27 Called to Prepare - John
1:19-34; Matthew 3; Matthew 3:1-12
January 3 Called to Proclaim Deuteronomy 8:1-11; Luke 4; Luke 4:1422a
January 10 Called to Follow - Luke 9:5762; Luke 5:1-11

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School is a wonderful time to be
with your friends and to make new ones in
a smaller setting where you can connect
the Word of God to your daily life, learn of
Gods' love and forgiveness through Jesus
Christ, and grow in faith together. Sunday
School meets at 9:30 AM, and there are
age appropriate classes for children, teens,
and adults alike.
During COVID-19 the Sunday School
Teachers will take turns teaching
classrooms for all ages.

Advent Series

Advent is a time of waiting and expectant
watching for the coming of the Messiah. We
wait for the Christ child in the manger in
Bethlehem, but also for the return of Christ in
all of his glory on that last day. The tone of
our worship should reflect the theological
tension between wistful waiting and joyful
anticipation. In the Church we are called to
put aside the trappings of the world in this
season before Christmas, and wait patiently
for the King of kings. This year Advent
began on Sunday, November 29.
On Wednesdays, December 2, 9, and 16,
an Advent Series “The Light Has Come”
will be held at 7:00 p.m.
Week 1 Scripture: Matthew 3:1-3 Topic:
John the Baptist, Preparation
Week 2 Scripture: Matthew 25:1-13 Topic:
Procrastination, Readiness, Preparation,
Christ’s Return
Week 3 Scripture: Luke 2:1-21 Topic:
Expectations, Sovereignty, Nativity
Also, on Wednesdays, December 2, 9, and
16, at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Heidi will be
providing an Advent Bible Study which well
echo the theme of the 7:00 p.m. Advent
Series service.

2021 Church Council Officers
During the Church Council meeting on Sunday, December 6, the following were elected as
2021 Church Council Officers: Lynn Coughenour, President; Jennifer Painther Curlee, Vice
President; Sonya Mulkey, Secretary; and Lucinda Fraley, Treasurer.
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Live Nativity

Saturday, December 19, from
1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. (Please note time change.)
Sunday, December 20, from 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

This year Union Lutheran Church will be
offering a family-friendly, outdoor drive by
live drama recreating pivotal moments
surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ in vivid
detail, with live actors, ornately crafted
costumes, music, live animals, and
elaborately decorated sets.
Watch Facebook Live for a “Live Nativity
Commercial” produced by the Ken Clifton
Family!
We need YOUR help to make the Live
Nativity a success. Six families are needed,
animals, and volunteers. Please contact Jan
Huffman, Vicki Hunter, and Pastor Heidi for
more information on how you can
participate!

Sundays, December 13, 20, and 27
Worship Services Opportunities
Worship and Holy Communion at 10:30
a.m. This worship service will include
spoken and sung liturgy, hymns included in
the bulletin, masks are encouraged but not
required, and Holy Communion celebrated
as usual.
Worship and Holy Communion at 12
noon. Parking Lot Church Service with
radio broadcast 103.9 FM. This worship
service is structured specifically for those
who have high risk health and other
concerns. Worship will include a brief
spoken liturgy, music, Holy Communion
will be celebrated with a sealed individual
communion unit, and social distancing
between cars.
During COVID-19 we are offering the
following if you do not feel comfortable
worshipping in person you can: 1. Worship
online by visiting our webpage (https://
ulcsalisbury.org/worship/) 2. Connect with
us on Facebook Live (https://facebook.com/
ulcsalisbury) 3. Request a worship DVD
We need YOUR help! Our Funeral
Feeding Groups A and B are in need of
financial assistance to purchase food (due
to COVID-19 restrictions) to serve funeral
meals.
Donations may be given to Group A
(Faye Kesler/Sylvia Peeler) or Group B
(Dawn Merrell/Cathy Painther). Thank
you for offsetting the cost of food!

2020 End of Year Giving
2020 is quickly coming to a close. If you
want to have any special giving credited to
your account before the year ends please do
so by Sunday, December 27.
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Pastor Heidi Punt will be out of the
office from Monday, December 29-Friday, January 1.
The church office will be open while she
is out of the office.
Church Office will be closed on Friday,
December 25, in observance of
Christmas!
The Church Office will also be closed
on Friday, January 1, in observance of the
New Year.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services
at 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
On that first Christmas night, when the
angels saw what was happening...they
responded with singing the glory of the
newborn king. And when the shepherds
heard
what
was
happening...they
responded with worship, running to go see
Jesus and then telling everyone they met
about what God had done. When the wise
men found out what was happening...they
responded with worship, coming to Christ
and bringing the best they had to offer.
On Thursday, December 24, at 4:00
p.m. and 8:00 p.m. we will celebrate with
scriptures and music that heralds the birth
of Jesus Christ including our traditional
candle lighting and carols. Tell others
about the reason for the season, and invite
them to our Christmas Eve Candlelight
Services!
We need YOUR help! We’d love to add
special music by individuals or small
groups interwoven at the 8:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve service only. If you are
interested, please contact either Pastor
Heidi or Tina Brown by Sunday,
December 20.

During this period of COVID-19, it is
important to keep up with spiritual
disciplines like Bible reading, prayer, and
giving. Tithes and offerings may be given
Online
(https://ulcsalisbury.org/giveonline/). You may also drop off, place in
Sundays’ offering basket, or mail checks
payable to Union Lutheran Church to
4770 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury, NC
28146. Thank you for your faithfulness in
all these areas!
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All organizations, committees, groups,
and individuals who are to turn in reports
for
the
ANNUAL
YEARBOOK
REPORT, please do so by Sunday,
January 10. This is a very important
document in reflecting the life of Union’s
for the past year and for planning activities
for the coming year. We want to get it out
to the members of the congregation as soon
as possible. Thank you for your
cooperation.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER…
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat & Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, and Jane Peeler,
(Autumn Care), Jean Ray (Brookdale), and Betty Denker (Trinity Oaks, Apt. 123B)
Homebound Members - Mary Brady, Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Frances Norris, Zarah
Plyler, Billy Waller, and Michael Walton
Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Bishop Emeritus John Bradosky, Bill Broadway,
Ashley Deaton, Kiki Deaton, Glenn Eagle, Bob Goodwin, Linda Hartley, Steve Hutchens, Tommy
Kerns, Nancy Kesler, Teresa Kesler, Pat Kluttz, John Knight, Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold
Miller, Dusty Morgan, Gladys Morgan, Grace Morgan, Ruth Myers, Karen Plyler, Rev. Dawn
Rister, Patti Vallandingham, Effie Vellines, and Ronald Vellines
Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Evonne Batten (mother of Lisa
Morgan), Yvette Bates (coworker of Karen Barringer), Martha Boger and Family (friends of
Jennifer and Scott Curlee), Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton), Arnold Cauble, Ophelia
Curlee (sister-in-law of Grace Morgan), Karen DeMunbrun (niece of Grace Morgan), June Fraley,
Sylvia Fraley, Teresa Kesler, Edna McCollough (friend of Jennifer & Scott Curlee), David
Mitchell (friend of Pete Nguyen), Della Morgan (mother of Pam Vellines), Dusty Morgan Family
(Dusty, Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty, Jr.), Hong Nguyen (mother of Pete Nguyen), John Oddie,
Jr. (brother of Ruby Leazer and Ruth Myers), Larry Shepherd, Jamie Troutman (nephew of Lynn
Coughenour), Union Fire Department #76, and Justin West (friend of Pete Nguyen)
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us know if a
correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name that can be removed,
please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep the list current, we will
update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank
you!

How You Can Help During This Advent Season
During the season of Advent, we as Christians anticipate and
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. As Christmas rapidly
approaches, we all face many choices regarding shopping, what
presents to buy for whom, schedule changes, parties to attend,
extra choir rehearsals, and additional church services, just to
name a few.
But unfortunately, there are so many people in our country that
are still trying to comprehend the devastation they’ve
experienced due to the recent hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding or
intense wildfires. Shopping and gift giving are the least of their worries!
During the time, we see the good in countless people like yourselves who wish to lend a hand
and help those in need. Now is a time for us to step up and be a source of love and hope. A beacon
of light to those who have no Christmas tree, no presents, nor a house for family to gather to
celebrate the birth of Christ.
This Advent season, the Mission Team will be collecting funds in order to purchase items needed
to make up flood buckets for the NALC Disaster Response. Our congregation has made these
before, but with all the recent natural disasters, there is a greater need for clean-up items.
There are ready made containers filled with Bible verses available at the church. As you take
out a scripture (one dated for every day of Advent beginning with November 30), we ask that you
contribute $1 back into the container. At the end of Advent, when the scriptures have all been
read, there should be at least $25 in the container. We ask that you bring your filled container back
to the church on either Christmas Eve (December 24) or Sunday, December 27.
Monies collected will be used to purchase items for the flood buckets. The buckets will be
assembled and then dedicated during the worship service on Sunday, January 3. If you would like
to donated additional funds, please make checks payable to Union Lutheran Church and mark on
the memo line: Disaster Relief.
Thank you in advance for your continued support of our Mission Team efforts!
May God bless you!

Great Commission Mission Team

