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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RECOGNITION OF OUTGOING COUNCIL MEMBERS
Thank you for faithfully serving God through your leadership on Church Council these
past three years: Phil Cauble, Kay Morgan, and Pete Nguyen, and Cathy Kluttz Painther.
PRELUDE

When He Cometh

arr. Held

Please stand as you are able.
The minister leads the congregation in the invocation. The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

ADVENT CANDLE LITANY
P

In the beginning, there was the chaos of trouble and fear. Then, when
uncertainty seemed the only certain thing, and the light at the end of the tunnel
turned out to be just our imagination, God said, “Let there be light.” And there
was Hope.

(Lighting of second Advent Candle while singing Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah.)

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (verse 1)

WOV 630

C

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.

P

In the course of time people became agitated. There were uncertain intentions,
hostile actions, conflicting motives, restless hearts, and everywhere busy-ness
and noise. Then, when the agitation was at its height, when it seemed that
conflict was everywhere and the noise was unbearable, God said, “Let there be
light.” And there was Peace.

(Lighting of second Advent Candle while singing Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah.)

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (verse 2)

WOV 630

C

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward.

P

The light of peace is in the midst of Advent. In a world where the fragmentation
of pieces is more frequent than the wholeness of peace, and hostility or clatter
seem to fill every waking moment, this candle brings us again to the longing of
our hearts - to our God who says: “Be still and know Peace.”
We will wait for Christ during this Advent Season, the season of
preparation. Thank you, God!

C

Brief moment of self-reflection.
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GREETING
The minister greets the congregation.

P

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE

4

HYMN OF PRAISE
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THE SALUTATION
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your onlybegotten Son, that by his coming we may be enabled to serve you with pure
minds; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to
her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the
Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of
the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted
up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and
the rough places a plain. 5And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall
see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 6A voice says, “Cry!” And I said,
6
\

1

“What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the
people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will
stand forever. 9Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the
cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his
arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He
will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry
them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.
Lay Reader Here ends the reading.
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PSALM 85 (spoken in unison)
1
You have been gracious to your land, O Lord,
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
2
You have forgiven the iniquity of your people
and blotted out all their sins.
3
You have withdrawn all your fury
and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.
4
Restore us then, O God our Savior;
let your anger depart from us.
5
Will you be displeased with us forever?
will you prolong your anger from age to age?
6
Will you not give us life again,
that your people may rejoice in you?
7
Show us your mercy, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.
8
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9
Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10
Mercy and truth have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11
Truth shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
13
Righteousness shall go before him,
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
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SECOND LESSON: 2 Peter 3:8-14
8
Do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but
that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up
and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11Since all
these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of
holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies
will melt as they burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14Therefore, beloved, since you are
waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.
Lay Reader Here ends the reading.
Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 1st chapter.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8
1
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in Isaiah
the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your
way, 3the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight,’” 4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem
were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his
waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he
who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
P
The Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
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SERMON
Pastor Heidi Punt
A Voice in the Wilderness, the Gospel always begins with a Messenger.

Please stand as you are able.
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Please be seated.

INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The following were elected to serve a three-year term on the Church Council: Larry
Barringer, Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt, Steve Hutchens, and Matt Miller.
Reaffirmation of Current Church Council Members :
Lynn Coughenour, Jennifer Curlee, Don Davis, Lucinda Fraley, Brad Huffman, Gladys
Morgan, Sonya Mulkey, and Ronald Vellines.
P
The following persons, having been elected by the congregation to positions of
leadership, are asked to come forwards their names are read.
In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ liberated you from sin and death and
made you members of his Church. Through Word and Sacrament you have been
nurtured in faith. I ask you, together with all who are here gathered, to confess
the faith of the Church, the faith in which we are baptized.
Please stand as you are able.

C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*Or, He descended to the dead.
Please be seated.

P

St. Paul’s writes: There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit
gives them. There are different ways of serving but the same Lord is served.
There are different abilities to perform service, but the same God gives to
everyone ability for particular service. The Spirit’s presence is shown in some
way in each person, for the good of all.
10

P

You have been elected to position of leadership and trust in this congregation.
You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith reflect Him in
whose name we gather.
You are to work together with other members to see that the worship and work
of Christ are done in this congregation, and that God’s will is done in this
community and in the whole world.
You are to be diligent in your specific area of serving, that the one Lord who
empowers you is glorified.
You are to be examples of faith active in love, to help maintain the life and
harmony of this congregation.
On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: Are you ready to
accept and faithfully to carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been
elected? If so, please respond:
Council Members: Yes, by the help of God.
P
People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will
you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
C
Yes, by the help of God.
THE PRAYERS
P

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to
their needs.

After each portion of the prayers:

P
C

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

P

C
P
C

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

I now declare you installed as Council Members of this congregation. God bless
you with his Holy Spirit, that you may prove faithful servants of Christ.
Amen.

THE PEACE
In an attempt to be vigilant and responsible, please use Hand Sanitizers provided at each entrance.
Please refrain from shaking hands and reserve a little space between one another. Nods, elbows, or
gentle pat on the shoulders, etc., are welcome!

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
The Offering is received as the Lord’s Table is prepared.

SPECIAL MUSIC
Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
p
Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us--our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
12

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P
It is indeed right and salutary...we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him
should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
C
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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P

C

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Please be seated.

COMMUNION
As the minister give the bread and wine, and says these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen
At Union Evangelical Lutheran Church the Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each Sunday.
All baptized Christians who believe in the real presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper are invited to
commune. Children who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
follow the directions of the Ushers.
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Please sing verses 1 & 2 only.

Hymn continued on page 16
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Please stand as you are able.
After all have returned to their places, the minister may say these or similar words.

P

C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen

CANTICLE

A post-communion canticle or an appropriate hymn or song may be sung.

PRAYER

The following or a similar post-communion prayer is said.

P

C

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you
would strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
16

BLESSING

The minister blesses the congregation, using this or another appropriate blessing.

P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen

Hymn continued on page 18
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DISMISSAL

The minister may dismiss the congregation.

P
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Next Week’s Readings (December 13):
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28
Our Love and Sympathy is extended to Vivian Sprinkle, on the death of her
brother, and the Family of Gene Stoner in their time of grief. “Let not your hearts be
troubled; believe in God, believe also in me” (John 14:1)
Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) Setting 1 (page 56-76)
Text, Tune, and/or Arr. used by permission
Augsburg Fortress license #1047, CCLI License #20615971 & CCLI Streaming License #20615988
Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), Sola Online Worship Resource Site
Permission is granted to active subscribers for local congregational use.
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Those Serving in December
Acolyte: Jordan and Mallory Eagle
Altar Guild: Vivian Sprinkle and Patsy Lyerly
Communion Assistants: Vivian Sprinkle and Steve Walton
Lay Readers: Robyn Arey, Brad Huffman, and Steve Walton
Ushers: Larry Barringer, Mike Cauble, Phil Cauble (HU), Tom Cole, and Don Davis
Church Council Counters: Lynn Coughenour and Cathy Kluttz Painther

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER…
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat & Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, and
Jane Peeler, (Autumn Care), Jean Ray (Brookdale), Bob Wilhelm (The MeadowsRockwell), Betty Denker (Trinity Oaks, Apt. 123B)
Homebound Members - Mary Brady, Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Frances Norris,
Zarah Plyler, Billy Waller, and Michael Walton
Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Bishop Emeritus John Bradosky, Bill
Broadway, Ashley Deaton, Kiki Deaton, Glenn Eagle, Bob Goodwin, Linda Hartley,
Steve Hutchens, Tommy Kerns, Nancy Kesler, Teresa Kesler, Pat Kluttz, John Knight,
Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold Miller, Dusty Morgan, Gladys Morgan, Grace
Morgan, Ruth Myers, Karen Plyler, Rev. Dawn Rister, Patti Vallandingham, Effie Vellines, and Ronald Vellines
Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Evonne Batten (mother of
Lisa Morgan), Yvette Bates (coworker of Karen Barringer), Martha Boger and Family
(friends of Jennifer and Scott Curlee), Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton), Arnold
Cauble, Ophelia Curlee (sister-in-law of Grace Morgan), Karen DeMunbrun (niece of
Grace Morgan), June Fraley, Sylvia Fraley, Teresa Kesler, Edna McCollough (friend of
Jennifer & Scott Curlee), David Mitchell (friend of Pete Nguyen), Della Morgan
(mother of Pam Vellines), Dusty Morgan Family (Dusty, Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty,
Jr.), Hong Nguyen (mother of Pete Nguyen), John Oddie, Jr. (brother of Ruby Leazer
and Ruth Myers), Larry Shepherd, Jamie Troutman (nephew of Lynn Coughenour),
Union Fire Department #76, and Justin West (friend of Pete Nguyen)
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us
know if a correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name
that can be removed, please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep
the list current, we will update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known
prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank you!
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How You Can Help During This Advent Season
During the season of Advent, we as Christians anticipate and celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ. As Christmas rapidly approaches, we all face
many choices regarding shopping, what presents to buy for whom,
schedule changes, parties to attend, extra choir rehearsals, and additional
church services, just to name a few.
But unfortunately, there are so many people in our country that are still
trying to comprehend the devastation they’ve experienced due to the recent hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding or intense wildfires. Shopping and
gift giving are the least of their worries!
During the time, we see the good in countless people like yourselves who wish to lend a
hand and help those in need. Now is a time for us to step up and be a source of love and hope.
A beacon of light to those who have no Christmas tree, no presents, nor a house for family to
gather to celebrate the birth of Christ.
This Advent season, the Mission Team will be collecting funds in order to purchase items
needed to make up flood buckets for the NALC Disaster Response. Our congregation has
made these before, but with all the recent natural disasters, there is a greater need for clean-up
items.
There are ready made containers filled with Bible verses available at the church. As you
take out a scripture (one dated for every day of Advent beginning with November 30), we ask
that you contribute $1 back into the container. At the end of Advent, when the scriptures have
all been read, there should be at least $25 in the container. We ask that you bring your filled
container back to the church on either Christmas Eve (December 24) or Sunday, December
27.
Monies collected will be used to purchase items for the flood buckets. The buckets will be
assembled and then dedicated during the worship service on Sunday, January 3. If you would
like to donated additional funds, please make checks payable to Union Lutheran Church and
mark on the memo line: Disaster Relief.
Thank you in advance for your continued support of our Mission Team efforts!
May God bless you!
Great Commission Mission Team

Today is the deadline to turn in items for Christmas Project Drive…
The Social Ministry Committee is creating a small treat bag, hygiene
items, and book for each child. Our goal is to make 40 bags.
The following items are needed: tooth brush and paste, soap, sanitizer
personal size or large sizes, children's masks, writing tablet any type, small
stuffed animal, fruit cups-fruit cocktail, peaches, or applesauce, wrapped
candies.
Children are ages 5-11
Monetary donations are very appreciated and we will shop for you. Make checks to Social
Ministry and place in offering or mail to church.
Please place items in breezeway between fellowship bldg. and educational by today in
plastic container. Thank you for any help you can provide.

Sunday’s Activities (December 6):

Worship and Holy Communion at 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Installation of New Council Members and Affirming Current Council members at 10:30 a.m.
Church Council with newly elected Council Members will enjoy lunch together following the
10:30 a.m. worship, discuss church business, and elect 2021 Officers
This year we are excited to offer a Zoom Christmas Carols to our Community!
If you would like to participate today at 4:00 p.m. please contact Ashley Deaton.
Quest Youth Zoom Meeting at 5:00 p.m.
Today is the Deadline to turn in items for Social Ministry Christmas Project.
The ALTAR GREENERY today is given to the Glory of God.
Our Love and Sympathy is extended to Vivian Sprinkle, on the death of her brother, and
the Family of Gene Stoner in their time of grief. “Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in
God, believe also in me” (John 14:1)

This Week’s Activities:
Wed., Dec. 9
Thurs., Dec. 10

10:00 a.m. Advent Bible Study (see page 2) -in person and online
4:30 p.m. Lay Ministers
7:00 p.m. Advent Evening Service (see page 2)
10:00 a.m. Good Timers (see page 3)

Next Sunday’s Activities (December 13):

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship and Holy Communion at 10:30 a.m. (see page 3)
Parking Lot Worship and Holy Communion at 12 noon (see page 3)
Quest Youth Zoom Meeting at 5:00 p.m.

If you have not done so already, turn in
your Time & Talent to the church office
by drop off, offering plates, or mail. By
turning in your form, you will make it
easier for those preparing and scheduling
activities for 2021. Extra forms are located
in the church office.
Presently we have had 40 Time & Talent
forms turned in and 25 Experiencing the
Joy of Generosity commitment forms
turned in.

Advent Series

Advent is a time of waiting and expectant
watching for the coming of the Messiah. We
wait for the Christ child in the manger in
Bethlehem, but also for the return of Christ in
all of his glory on that last day. The tone of
our worship should reflect the theological
tension between wistful waiting and joyful
anticipation. In the Church we are called to
put aside the trappings of the world in this
season before Christmas, and wait patiently
for the King of kings. This year Advent
began on Sunday, November 29.
On Wednesdays, December 2, 9, and 16,
an Advent Series “The Light Has Come”
will be held at 7:00 p.m.
Week 1 Scripture: Matthew 3:1-3 Topic:
John the Baptist, Preparation
Week 2 Scripture: Matthew 25:1-13 Topic:
Procrastination, Readiness, Preparation,
Christ’s Return
Week 3 Scripture: Luke 2:1-21 Topic:
Expectations, Sovereignty, Nativity
Also, on Wednesdays, December 2, 9, and
16, at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Heidi will be
providing an Advent Bible Study which well
echo the theme of the 7:00 p.m. Advent
Series service.

Sunday Morning
Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.
December 13 Called to be Immanuel Isaiah 42:1-9; Matthew 1:18-25
December 20 Called to Worship - Exodus
1:8-22; Matthew 2:1-2, 7-15
December 27 Called to Prepare - John
1:19-34; Matthew 3; Matthew 3:1-12
January 3 Called to Proclaim Deuteronomy 8:1-11; Luke 4; Luke 4:1422a

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School is a wonderful time to be
with your friends and to make new ones in
a smaller setting where you can connect
the Word of God to your daily life, learn of
Gods' love and forgiveness through Jesus
Christ, and grow in faith together. Sunday
School meets at 9:30 AM, and there are
age appropriate classes for children, teens,
and adults alike.
During COVID-19 the Sunday School
Teachers will take turns teaching
classrooms for all ages.
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Good Timers
Thursday, December 10, at 10:00 a.m.
Dutch Meeting Hall
Good Timers, mark your calendars for
Thursday, December 10. It’s Christmas
Party time. Since the Y-singers won’t be
present, there will be a short program of
Christmas music to get us in the holiday
spirit. Each person attending will need to
bring a WRAPPED, not a BAGGED gift for
a game. Feel free to visit the Dollar Store.
Your gift can be a gag gift, or just a simple
household item such as a Christmas glass
or mug. But limit your spending to $1.00!!
A distinguished panel of judges will select
the fanciest gift wrapped package prior to
using the gifts to play a game. A prize will
be awarded to the winner.
Due to CDC Regulations we will not eat
following the Christmas Program and
request that everyone please wear face
masks. Meeting in the Dutch Meeting Hall
will assist us with socially distancing.
Plan now to attend, and please pray for
NO RAIN!!!!
If you have not turned in your offering for
House of Hope, please do so as soon as
possible. You can give it to Faye Kesler, or
to the church office if you happen to be at
the church during office hours. We really
need to send it off the first of December!

Sundays, December 13, 20, and 27
Worship Services Opportunities
Worship and Holy Communion at 10:30
a.m. This worship service will include
spoken and sung liturgy, hymns included in
the bulletin, masks are encouraged but not
required, and Holy Communion celebrated
as usual.
Worship and Holy Communion at 12
noon. Parking Lot Church Service with
radio broadcast 103.9 FM. This worship
service is structured specifically for those
who have high risk health and other
concerns. Worship will include a brief
spoken liturgy, music, Holy Communion
will be celebrated with a sealed individual
communion unit, and social distancing
between cars.
During COVID-19 we are offering the
following if you do not feel comfortable
worshipping in person you can: 1. Worship
online by visiting our webpage (https://
ulcsalisbury.org/worship/) 2. Connect with
us on Facebook Live (https://facebook.com/
ulcsalisbury) 3. Request a worship DVD
Cemetery, Columbarium, and Property
Committee will meet Tuesday, December
15, at 6:30 p.m.

We need YOUR help! Our Funeral
Feeding Groups A and B are in need of
financial assistance to purchase food (due
to COVID-19 restrictions) to serve funeral
meals.
Donations may be given to Group A
(Faye Kesler/Sylvia Peeler) or Group B
(Dawn Merrell/Cathy Painther). Thank you
for offsetting the cost of food!

Friday Game Night on Friday,
December 18 at 5:00 p.m. Depending on
numbers they’ll either meet for fun and
fellowship in the Old Pine Center or
Dutch Meeting Hall while practicing
social distancing.
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Live Nativity

Saturday, December 19,
from 12 noon to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 20, from 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

This year Union Lutheran Church will be
offering a family-friendly, outdoor drive by
live drama recreating pivotal moments
surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ in vivid
detail, with live actors, ornately crafted
costumes, music, live animals, and
elaborately decorated sets.
Watch Facebook Live for a “Live Nativity
Commercial” produced by the Ken Clifton
Family!
We need YOUR help to make the Live
Nativity a success. Six families are needed,
animals, and volunteers. Please contact Jan
Huffman, Vicki Hunter, and Pastor Heidi for
more information on how you can
participate!

2020 End of Year Giving
2020 is quickly coming to a close. If you
want to have any special giving credited to
your account before the year ends please do
so by Sunday, December 27.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service at 8:00 p.m.
On that first Christmas night, when the
angels saw what was happening...they
responded with singing the glory of the
newborn king. And when the shepherds
heard
what
was
happening...they
responded with worship, running to go see
Jesus and then telling everyone they met
about what God had done. When the wise
men found out what was happening...they
responded with worship, coming to Christ
and bringing the best they had to offer.
On Thursday, December 24, at 8:00
p.m. we will celebrate with scriptures and
music that heralds the birth of Jesus Christ
including our traditional candle lighting
and carols. Tell others about the reason for
the season, and invite them to our
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service!
Church Office will be closed on Friday,
December 25, in observance of
Christmas!

2021 Offering Envelopes
Offering Envelopes will be soon available for 2021. The church office plans to have
envelopes available in the church narthex to pick up during the Christmas Holidays. Please do
not use them until Sunday, January 3.
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER…
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat & Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, and Jane Peeler,
(Autumn Care), Jean Ray (Brookdale), Bob Wilhelm (The Meadows-Rockwell), Betty Denker
(Trinity Oaks, Apt. 123B)
Homebound Members - Mary Brady, Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Frances Norris, Zarah
Plyler, Billy Waller, and Michael Walton
Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Bishop Emeritus John Bradosky, Bill Broadway,
Ashley Deaton, Kiki Deaton, Glenn Eagle, Bob Goodwin, Linda Hartley, Steve Hutchens, Tommy
Kerns, Nancy Kesler, Teresa Kesler, Pat Kluttz, John Knight, Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold
Miller, Dusty Morgan, Gladys Morgan, Grace Morgan, Ruth Myers, Karen Plyler, Rev. Dawn
Rister, Patti Vallandingham, Effie Vellines, and Ronald Vellines
Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Evonne Batten (mother of Lisa
Morgan), Yvette Bates (coworker of Karen Barringer), Martha Boger and Family (friends of
Jennifer and Scott Curlee), Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton), Arnold Cauble, Ophelia
Curlee (sister-in-law of Grace Morgan), Karen DeMunbrun (niece of Grace Morgan), June Fraley,
Sylvia Fraley, Teresa Kesler, Edna McCollough (friend of Jennifer & Scott Curlee), David
Mitchell (friend of Pete Nguyen), Della Morgan (mother of Pam Vellines), Dusty Morgan Family
(Dusty, Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty, Jr.), Hong Nguyen (mother of Pete Nguyen), John Oddie,
Jr. (brother of Ruby Leazer and Ruth Myers), Larry Shepherd, Jamie Troutman (nephew of Lynn
Coughenour), Union Fire Department #76, and Justin West (friend of Pete Nguyen)
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us know if a
correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name that can be removed,
please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep the list current, we will
update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank
you!

How You Can Help During This Advent Season
During the season of Advent, we as Christians anticipate and
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. As Christmas rapidly
approaches, we all face many choices regarding shopping, what
presents to buy for whom, schedule changes, parties to attend,
extra choir rehearsals, and additional church services, just to
name a few.
But unfortunately, there are so many people in our country that
are still trying to comprehend the devastation they’ve
experienced due to the recent hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding or
intense wildfires. Shopping and gift giving are the least of their

worries!
During the time, we see the good in countless people like yourselves who wish to lend a hand
and help those in need. Now is a time for us to step up and be a source of love and hope. A beacon
of light to those who have no Christmas tree, no presents, nor a house for family to gather to
celebrate the birth of Christ.
This Advent season, the Mission Team will be collecting funds in order to purchase items needed
to make up flood buckets for the NALC Disaster Response. Our congregation has made these
before, but with all the recent natural disasters, there is a greater need for clean-up items.
There are ready made containers filled with Bible verses available at the church. As you take
out a scripture (one dated for every day of Advent beginning with November 30), we ask that you
contribute $1 back into the container. At the end of Advent, when the scriptures have all been
read, there should be at least $25 in the container. We ask that you bring your filled container back
to the church on either Christmas Eve (December 24) or Sunday, December 27.
Monies collected will be used to purchase items for the flood buckets. The buckets will be
assembled and then dedicated during the worship service on Sunday, January 3. If you would like
to donated additional funds, please make checks payable to Union Lutheran Church and mark on
the memo line: Disaster Relief.
Thank you in advance for your continued support of our Mission Team efforts!
May God bless you!
Great Commission Mission Team

Today is the deadline to turn in items for Christmas Project Drive…
The Social Ministry Committee is creating a small treat bag, hygiene
items, and book for each child. Our goal is to make 40 bags.
The following items are needed: tooth brush and paste, soap, sanitizer
personal size or large sizes, children's masks, writing tablet any type,
small stuffed animal, fruit cups-fruit cocktail, peaches, or applesauce,
wrapped candies.
Children are ages 5-11
Monetary donations are very appreciated and we will shop for you.
Make checks to Social Ministry and place in offering or mail to church.
Please place items in breezeway between fellowship bldg. and educational by today in plastic
container.
Thank you for any help you can provide.

