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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Sweet Hour of Prayer

Bradbury/arr. Mallory

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able.

The minister leads the congregation in the invocation. The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

P

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

C
P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P
C

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

P

C

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
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GREETING
The minister greets the congregation.

P

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE

4

HYMN OF PRAISE
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THE SALUTATION
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray. Almighty, eternal God, show mercy to your children who humbly
pray, that we who have no confidence in our worth may not be judged but
tenderly received. Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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FIRST LESSON: Amos 5:18-24
18
Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! Why would you have the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, and not light, 19as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or went
into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him. 20Is not the day
of the Lord darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21“I hate, I
despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even though you
offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace
offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 23Take away from me the
noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 24But let justice roll
down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”
Lay Reader Here ends the reading.
PSALM 70 (spoken in unison)
1
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O Lord, make haste to help me.
2
Let those who seek my life be ashamed and altogether dismayed;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.
3
Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back,
because they are ashamed.
4
Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the Lord!”
5
But as for me, I am poor and needy;
come to me speedily, O God.
6
You are my helper and my deliverer;
O Lord, do not tarry.
SECOND LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen
asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who
are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For
the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18Therefore
encourage one another with these words.
Lay Reader Here ends the reading.
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Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 25th chapter.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-11
1
{Jesus said to the disciples,} “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five
were wise. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all
became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the
wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to
the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door
was shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’
P
The Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

SERMON
Pastor Heidi Punt
Grace as Images of Comfort. Trust God’s love; Trust God’s reign in death and life.
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Please stand as you are able.
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APOSTLES' CREED
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
*Or, He descended to the dead.

THE PRAYERS
P

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to
their needs.

After each portion of the prayers:

P
C

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

P

C

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

THE PEACE
In an attempt to be vigilant and responsible, please use Hand Sanitizers provided at each entrance.
Please refrain from shaking hands and reserve a little space between one another. Nods, elbows, or
gentle pat on the shoulders, etc., are welcome!

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Please be seated.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
The Offering is received as the Lord’s Table is prepared.

SPECIAL MUSIC

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love

WOV 765

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
p
Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us--our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P
It is indeed right and salutary...we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him
should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
C
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
C
Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Please be seated.
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COMMUNION
As the minister give the bread and wine, and says these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen
At Union Evangelical Lutheran Church the Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each Sunday.
All baptized Christians who believe in the real presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper are invited to
commune. Children who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
follow the directions of the Ushers.
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15

Please stand as you are able.
After all have returned to their places, the minister may say these or similar words.

P

C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen

CANTICLE

A post-communion canticle or an appropriate hymn or song may be sung.

PRAYER

The following or a similar post-communion prayer is said.

P

C

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you
would strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

BLESSING

The minister blesses the congregation, using this or another appropriate blessing.

P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen
16

17

DISMISSAL

The minister may dismiss the congregation.

P
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Next Week’s Readings, November 15:
Zephaniah 1:7-16; Psalm 90:1-12; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30

Those Serving in November
Acolyte: Micah Nguyen
Altar Guild: Robyn Arey and Jan Huffman
Communion Assistants: Brad Huffman and Tara Davis
Lay Readers: Pam Vellines and Tara Davis
Ushers: Brenda Cauble (HU), Linda Cauble (HU), Felisaty Morgan, and Ellie Wilhelm
Church Council Counter: Pete Nguyen

Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) Setting 1 (page 56-76)
Text, Tune, and/or Arr. used by permission
Augsburg Fortress license #1047, CCLI License #20615971 & CCLI Streaming License #20615988
Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), Sola Online Worship Resource Site
Permission is granted to active subscribers for local congregational use.
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Christmas Project Drive…
The Social Ministry met August 31 to pack our 25 book bags and deliver.
We had a meeting September 10 to plan our Christmas Project. We want to make a
small treat bag, hygiene items, and book for each child. Our goal is to make 40 bags.
The following items are needed: tooth brush and paste, soap, sanitizer personal size
or large sizes, children's masks, writing tablet any type, small stuffed animal, fruit cups
-fruit cocktail, peaches, or applesauce, wrapped candies.
Children are ages 5-11
Monetary donation are very appreciated and we will shop for you. Make checks to
Social Ministry and place in offering or mail to church.
Please place items in breezeway between fellowship bldg. and educational by Dec. 6.
in plastic container.
Thank you for any help you can provide.
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER…
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat & Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, and Jane
Peeler, (Autumn Care), Jean Ray (Brookdale), Bob Wilhelm (The Meadows-Rockwell),
Betty Denker (Trinity Oaks, Apt. 123B)
Homebound Members - Mary Brady, Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Frances Norris,
Zarah Plyler, Billy Waller, and Michael Walton
Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Genevieve Baker, Bishop Emeritus John
Bradosky, Bill Broadway, Ashley Deaton, Kiki Deaton, Glenn Eagle, Jeff Eagle, Bob
Goodwin, Linda Hartley, Steve Hutchens, Tommy Kerns, Nancy Kesler, Teresa Kesler, Pat
Kluttz, John Knight, Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold Miller, Dusty Morgan, Gladys
Morgan, Grace Morgan, Ruth Myers, William Page, Karen Plyler, Rev. Dawn Rister, Patti
Vallandingham, Effie Vellines, and Ronald Vellines
Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Evonne Batten (mother of Lisa
Morgan), Yvette Bates (coworker of Karen Barringer), Martha Boger and Family (friends
of Jennifer and Scott Curlee), Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton), Arnold Cauble,
Ophelia Curlee (sister-in-law of Grace Morgan), Karen DeMunbrun (niece of Grace
Morgan), June Fraley, Sylvia Fraley, Teresa Kesler, Edna McCollough (friend of Jennifer
& Scott Curlee), David Mitchell (friend of Pete Nguyen), Della Morgan (mother of Pam
Vellines), Dusty Morgan Family (Dusty, Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty, Jr.), Hong Nguyen
(mother of Pete Nguyen), John Oddie, Jr. (brother of Ruby Leazer and Ruth Myers), Larry
Shepherd, Jamie Troutman (son of Joan Troutman), Union Fire Department #76, and Justin
West (friend of Pete Nguyen)
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us know if
a correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name that can be
removed, please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep the list current,
we will update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known prolonged/ongoing
issues. Thank you!
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Sunday’s Activities (November 8):
Worship and Holy Communion at 9:00 a.m. This worship service is structured specifically
for those who have high risk health and other concerns. Worship will include a brief spoken
liturgy, no singing or music, masks are required, Holy Communion will be celebrated with a
sealed individual communion unit, and social distancing strictly practiced.
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship and Holy Communion at 10:30 a.m. This worship service will include spoken and
sung liturgy, hymns included in the bulletin, masks are encouraged but not required, and
Holy Communion celebrated as usual.
All youth and their families are invited to walk to the pond for a picnic lunch following
the 10:30 a.m. worship service today.
Each family is requested to please bring a bag lunch.
Quest Youth Zoom Meeting at 5:00 p.m.
The ALTAR FLOWERS today are given to the Glory of God, in honor of our daughter’s,
Janice Goodman, birthday on November 6, in honor of our grandson’s, Justin Goodman,
birthday on November 7, and in honor of Effie Vellines’ birthday on November 13 by Wayne
and Pam Vellines.
Tues., Nov. 10

This Week’s Activities:

Martin Luther’s Birthday (1483)
6:30 p.m. Stewardship Series (see page 3)
Wed., Nov. 11
Veteran’s Day
10:00 a.m. Stewardship Series (see page 3)
4:30 p.m. Lay Ministers
6:00 p.m. Confirmation
Thurs., Nov. 12
10:00 a.m. Good Timers (see page 2)
Genevieve Baker, ULC Staff Support, will be out of the office Nov. 9-13 recovering from
surgery. During her absence the church office will be open.

Next Sunday’s Activities (November 15):
Worship and Holy Communion at 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Congregational Annual Meeting following the 10:30 a.m. service. (see page 4)
Everyone is invited to a youth sponsored Spaghetti Fundraiser following the Annual Meeting on Sunday,
November 15, in the Dutch Meeting Hall. All donations will go towards the youth.
Quest Youth Zoom Meeting at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School is a wonderful time to be
with your friends and to make new ones in
a smaller setting where you can connect
the Word of God to your daily life, learn of
Gods' love and forgiveness through Jesus
Christ, and grow in faith together. Sunday
School meets at 9:30 AM, and there are
age appropriate classes for children, teens,
and adults alike.
During COVID-19 the Sunday School
Teachers will take turns teaching.
Two Sunday School rooms have been
worked on by our youth and volunteers so
that Sunday School Classes are offered
with the children and youth having
classrooms for all ages.

Sunday Morning
Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.

November 15 Confident Love - Hebrews
13:1-9; 1 John 3:11-24; 2 John 4-11; 3
John 5-8
November 22 Responsive Love - 2
Corinthians 6:1-10; Acts 4:32-5:11
November 29 Impartial Love - Matthew
12:1-8; James 2; James 2:1-13
December 6 Called to be Heir - Psalm
102:12-22; Matthew 1:1-17; Hebrews 1:15
During the month of November, the
Executive Committee and Church Council
will not meet for a regular meeting.

During the end of October and beginning of November, the Hallway going in to the
Fellowship Building is being replaced. If you would like to assist with offsetting the cost,
please make checks payable to Union Lutheran Church and mark “Flooring.”

Good Timers

Thursday, November 12, at 10:00 a.m.
Good Timers will meet next on November
12 at 10:00 a.m. in the Dutch Meeting Hall.
Please bring a bag lunch. As we meet and
social distance, we can each eat our lunch
and share some laughs. Drink will be
provided. Come join us!
The monetary offering for Pastor Siimon
has been extended. Please turn in your
offering to Dawn Merrell no later than
November 30. The money will be counted and
sent off the first of December, and hopefully
Pastor Siimon will have it to use towards the
December payment.
A good time was had by those who attend
the October meeting. We finally got to
celebrate Faye Kesler’s 90’th birthday – even
though it was her 90th and ½. Never too late
to celebrate!!
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Altar Flowers
We need YOUR help! Altar Flowers have
not been reserved for the months of
November and December. If you would
like to sign up, either contact the church
office or reserve your name on the form in
the Narthex.

Experiencing the Joy of Generosity
The Joy of Sharing God’s Blessings
On Tuesday (Nov. 10) at 6:30 p.m. and/or Wednesday (Nov. 11) at 10:00 a.m. is the third
and final week of our Experiencing the Joy of Generosity stewardship emphasis. This week’s
theme is “The Joy of Sharing God’s Blessings.” God wants our giving and sharing to be
joyful and fulfilling. How could we not be joyful when the creator of the universe chooses us
to be his stewards who care for his creation and his gifts to us? How could we not want to
express our gratitude through our faithful and joyful giving? Our generosity flows out of our
understanding that God has created and redeemed us. In spite of our sinful ways, God loves
us and calls us each by name. By God’s grace, we can live as forgiven and redeemed people
through the blood of Jesus on the Cross.
On Sunday, November 15, in the Sunday’s bulletin will be an annual commitment form and
2021 Time and Talent Form to fill out, and, by doing so, we celebrate the blessings of Jesus
Christ in our lives through faith in him. In our commitments, we commit to serving him and
others through the mission and ministries of our church.
Deadline to turn in forms is Sunday, November 22.
Scriptures Readings: Exodus 36:2-7; 2 Corinthians 8:1-7; Luke 10:25-37

Deadlines for Sunday, November 22:
December articles for Messenger
Annual Commitment Forms
Time & Talent Forms

Confirmation Class will focus on
preparing for the Christmas Program and
participating in the Advent Services from
November 4-December 9.
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New & Fresh:
Attention all Moms/
Dads & Tots

We are excited to
announce
that
all
parents with children
between Infants-2nd Grade (Sonshine Kids)
and Siblings are invited to attend an evening
of fellowship, snacks, music, and studying
God’s Word scheduled for Friday,
November 20, at 5:00 p.m.
14
Jesus said, “Let the little children come
to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these.” (Matthew 19:14)

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, November 15,
during the 10:30 a.m. Service
Join us for our Annual Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, November 15, at the
10:30 a.m. service.
Our Annual Congregational Meeting at
Union is a celebration of the past year, and
an opportunity for Union
Lutheran
Church’s members to elect new Church
Council members for a three-year term, vote
on the NALC Ratifications, and more! All
members are welcome to attend.
In order to be eligible to vote you must be
a confirmed active member (communed and
contributed once in a two year period).
Overview
What will we vote on?
• Elect four Church Council members for
a three-year term.
• Review and vote on NALC Ratifications
• Adopt 2021 Proposed Ministry Support
Plan
• Elect Delegate from the floor to attend
the Piedmont-East Mission District
Convocation
• Elect Delegate from the floor to attend
the Carolinas Mission Region (May)
• Elect Delegate from the floor to attend
the NALC Annual Convocation (August
– Corpus Christi, Texas)
An opportunity will be given for any
further business to be opened up on the
floor.
Details are located in the November
Newsletter—Annual
Report
Packet
insert. Extra copies are available in the
church office.

THE GREAT RAKE
When: Saturday, November 21, beginning
at 8:30 a.m.
Who Can Come: Everyone is welcome
What to Bring: Rakes, Work Gloves,
Warm Clothes, Leaf Blower, and any other
yard equipment
On Saturday, November 21, we’re going
to be a blessing to a few in our church body
and community who could really use the extra hand. Families are welcome to join us
too! This is a great opportunity to be the
“hands and feet of Christ” in a practical way.
We will meet at the church parking lot at
8:30 a.m., and load the vehicles, and try to
be on the road to head over to the first house
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER…
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat & Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, and Jane Peeler,
(Autumn Care), Jean Ray (Brookdale), Bob Wilhelm (The Meadows-Rockwell), Betty Denker
(Trinity Oaks, Apt. 123B)
Homebound Members - Mary Brady, Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Frances Norris, Zarah
Plyler, Billy Waller, and Michael Walton
Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Kathleen Agner, Genevieve Baker, Bishop Emeritus John Bradosky,
Bill Broadway, Ashley Deaton, Kiki Deaton, Glenn Eagle, Jeff Eagle, Bob Goodwin, Linda
Hartley, Steve Hutchens, Tommy Kerns, Nancy Kesler, Teresa Kesler, Pat Kluttz, John Knight,
Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold Miller, Dusty Morgan, Gladys Morgan, Grace Morgan, Ruth
Myers, William Page, Karen Plyler, Rev. Dawn Rister, Patti Vallandingham, Effie Vellines, and
Ronald Vellines
Continual Prayer - Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Evonne Batten (mother of Lisa
Morgan), Yvette Bates (coworker of Karen Barringer), Martha Boger and Family (friends of
Jennifer and Scott Curlee), Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton), Arnold Cauble, Ophelia
Curlee (sister-in-law of Grace Morgan), Karen DeMunbrun (niece of Grace Morgan), June Fraley,
Sylvia Fraley, Teresa Kesler, Edna McCollough (friend of Jennifer & Scott Curlee), David
Mitchell (friend of Pete Nguyen), Della Morgan (mother of Pam Vellines), Dusty Morgan Family
(Dusty, Sr., Lisa, Felisaty, and Dusty, Jr.), Hong Nguyen (mother of Pete Nguyen), John Oddie,
Jr. (brother of Ruby Leazer and Ruth Myers), Larry Shepherd, Jamie Troutman (son of Joan
Troutman), Union Fire Department #76, and Justin West (friend of Pete Nguyen)
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us know if a
correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name that can be removed,
please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep the list current, we will
update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank
you!

