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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

arr. Berry

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able.

The minister leads the congregation in the invocation. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

P

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

C
P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P
C

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

P

C

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Processing in will be: Crucifer, Banner Bearer, and all clergy.
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GREETING
The minister greets the congregation.

P

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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THE SALUTATION
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray. O Lord God, heavenly Father, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your grace and truth, protect and comfort
them in all temptation, defend them against all enemies of your Word, and be
stow upon the Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C
Amen
Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON: Revelation 14:6-7
6
I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those
who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said
with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has
come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”
Lay Reader:
Here ends the reading.
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PSALM 46 (spoken in unison)
1
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea;
3
Though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.
4
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
5
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
6
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown;
God shall help her at the break of day.
7
The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken;
God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away.
8
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
9
Come now and look upon the works of the Lord,
what awesome things he has done on earth.
10
It is he who makes war to cease in all the world;
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
11
“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
12
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
SECOND LESSON: Romans 3:19-28
19
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.
20
For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the
law comes knowledge of sin. 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it — 22the
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by
his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was
to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of
the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By
what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one
is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
Lay Reader:
Here ends the reading.
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Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th chapter.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
31
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly
my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They
answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone.
How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I
say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in
the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed.”
P
The Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

SERMON

Rev. Kenneth W. Reed, Jr.

Please stand as you are able.
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APOSTLES' CREED
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
*Or, He descended to the dead.
RITE OF INSTALLATION OF PASTOR
The dean addresses the congregation:

D

Having been authorized by the Church to install Reverend Heidi Punt our
co-worker in the Gospel, as pastor, I now ask for certification of this call.

Church Council President, Lynn Coughenour, comes forward with the pastor being installed and
addresses the presiding minister:

We, of Union Lutheran Church, after prayerful deliberation, have called The
Rev. Heidi Punt to be pastor. I present her for installation. This letter certifies
the call. (The letter is presented to the presiding minister.)
Please be seated.
The presenter steps aside. The dean addresses the pastor being installed:

According to apostolic usage you are now to be set apart to the office of Word
and Sacrament in the one holy catholic Church by the laying on of hands and
by prayer.
Our Lord Jesus Christ says: “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23)
And again: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
10

have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the
age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)
Hear the words addressed to Timothy: Set the believers an example in speech and
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Till I come, attend to the public reading of
Scripture, to preaching, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was
given you by the prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid their hands
upon you. Practice these duties, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your
progress. Take heed to yourself and to your teaching: hold to that, for by so
doing you will save both yourself and your hearers. (1 Tim. 4:12-16)
The dean questions the pastor being installed:

D
P
D
P
D

P
D
P
D
C

Pastor Heidi Punt, in the presence of this congregation will you commit yourself
to this new trust and responsibility, and promise to discharge your duties in
harmony with the constitution of this church?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you preach and teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the
Confessions of the Lutheran Church?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you love, serve, and pray for God’s people? Will you nourish them with the
Word and Holy Sacraments, leading them by your own example in the use of the
means of grace, in faithful service and holy living?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you give faithful witness in the world, that God’s love may be known in all
that you do?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you
the strength and compassion to perform them.
Amen.

The dean addresses the congregation

D
C
D
C

And, people of God, will you receive this messenger of Jesus Christ, sent by God
to serve His people with the Gospel of hope and salvation? Will you regard her
as a servant of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God?
We will.
Will you pray for her, help and honor her for her work’s sake, and in all things
strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ?
We will.

The dean addresses the pastor being installed:

D

The office of pastor of Union Lutheran Church is now committed to you in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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The newly installed pastor may kneel for the blessing:

D

C

The God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with
everything good that you may do His will, working in your that which is well
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The pastor stands.
Please stand as able.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
The prayers are prayed.

D
D

C
D

C
D

C
D

C
D
C

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.
Lord Jesus, strengthen, sustain and guide your bride, the Church, to proclaim
your love and demonstrate the power of your Holy Spirit. Make her bold and
courageous in the face of ridicule and persecution in the world. We give you
thanks for the life of Martin Luther, Reformer, teacher, saint and sinner, and all
he contributed to the faith of generations that followed him. Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Gracious Father, grant that the Holy Spirit would give us a clarity of vision and a
firm sense of your mission. And through our faithful participation in God’s
mission, the kingdom of heaven may be extended through us and through the
gifts we bring. Encourage us to greater generosity for the sake of the world you
love. Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer.
God of compassion and concern, in your great love you have given us to one
another, to live together in families, communities, and congregations. By your
grace and power, move us to have concern for one another, and in bearing each
other’s burdens we would fulfill the law of Christ. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, Jesus pointed his disciples to the Truth of his life and identity
so that they would be free. We pray for all those who do not know Christ that
they would hear and respond to the Truth. We also pray for all who are ill, that
they would know your love in the midst of their illness and that the healing
strength of your mercy may be theirs. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated
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The dean escorts the pastor to the font, where representatives of the congregation, Felisaty and Dusty
Morgan, Jr. say:

You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins.
They proceed to the pulpit, where a representative of the congregation, Jennifer Curlee, says:

You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good news.
They proceed to the altar, where a representative of the congregation, Ruby Leazer, says:

You have been called to be among us to lead worship and preside at the Holy
Communion.
The dean and a representative of the congregation welcome the pastor. The congregation may offer
acclamation with applause.
Please stand as able.
The peace is shared, with the pastor assuming the role of the presiding minister.

THE PEACE
In an attempt to be vigilant and responsible, please use Hand Sanitizers provided at each entrance.
Please refrain from shaking hands and reserve a little space between one another. Nods, elbows, or
gentle pat on the shoulders, etc., are welcome!

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
The Offering that was collected at the front door is received as the Lord’s Table is prepared.

SPECIAL MUSIC

My Shepherd Will Supply My Need

Please stand as you are able.
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arr. Springer

OFFERTORY PRAYER
p
Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us--our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P
It is indeed right and salutary...we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him
should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
C
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
C
Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
15

Please be seated.

COMMUNION
As the minister give the bread and wine, and says these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen
At Union Evangelical Lutheran Church the Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each Sunday.
All baptized Christians who believe in the real presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper are invited to
commune. Children who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
follow the directions of the Ushers.
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Let Us Break Bread Together continued page 18
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Please stand as you are able.
After all have returned to their places, the minister may say these or similar words.

P

C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen
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CANTICLE

A post-communion canticle or an appropriate hymn or song may be sung.

PRAYER

The following or a similar post-communion prayer is said.

P

C

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you
would strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

BLESSING

The minister blesses the congregation, using this or another appropriate blessing.

P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen

Recessing will be: Crucifer, Banner Bearer, and all clergy.
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DISMISSAL

The minister may dismiss the congregation.

P
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

A Mighty Fortress is Our God

arr. Hobby

Those Serving in October
Installation and Sermon: Rev. Kenneth W. Reed, Jr.
Dean of Piedmont East Mission District
Confession and Forgiveness: Rev. Dieter Punt
Liturgist: Rev. Dr. Nathan Yoder
Acolytes: Tyler Goodman and Justin Goodman
Banner Bearer: Ethan Wilhelm
Crucifer: Scott Curlee
Altar Guild and Communion Assistants:
Jennifer Curlee and Cathy Painther
Lay Reader: Elbert Kluttz
Instrumentalist: Belles and Beaus (Handbells) ~ Brad Huffman (Trumpet)
Jan Huffman (French Horn) ~ Michael Punt (Alto Saxophone)
Ushers:
Larry Barringer, Mike Cauble, Phil Cauble (HU), Tom Cole, and Frank Merrell

Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) Setting 1 (pages 56-76)
Text, Tune, and/or Arr. used by permission
Augsburg Fortress license #1047, CCLI License #20615971 & CCLI Streaming License #20615988
Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), Sola Online Worship Resource Site
Permission is granted to active subscribers for local congregational use.
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Reverend Heidi Punt
Pastor Heidi Punt is a native of South Africa. She attended the
University of South Africa where she earned a Bachelor of Theology
majoring in New Testament Studies and Missiology. She attended
the Lutheran House of Studies in Pietermartizburg (RSA) where she
earned an MDIV equivalent. She had additional studies at Wartburg
Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa.
Pastor Punt has served in various ministry settings over the past 16
years, varying from Chaplain at a Nursing Home and Prison, as well
as Congregations both in Illinois and North Carolina.
She has served on many boards and committees that have kept her
rooted in local, national and international expressions of the NALC.
Currently she serves as Global Worker to Haiti, and is on the Executive Board of the Carolinas Mission
District, Mission and Youth Committees.
She is married to Pastor Dieter Punt and they have three children. Angelique is living in Botswana,
Nadia is a student at Appalachian State University, and Michael is currently enrolled at Mitchell
Community College working toward transfer to NC State University.
She was granted citizenship in summer 2019.
Her driving force in ministry is to spread the Good News of God’s unconditional and renewing love
for everyone. This compelling message was born early in her teenage years and has continued to grow
and mature through the various seasons of her life.
Pastor Heidi is excited to begin ministry at Union writing in her acceptance letter when she received
the call she responded with “YES!” She continued by quoting from Psalm 108:5, “Be exalted, O God,
above the heavens, O God; Let Your glory be above all the earth” , acknowledging that to God alone be
the glory who in His wisdom brought the congregation and her together in joined discipleship, for the
purpose of God’s ministry at Union, in Salisbury, Rowan County, the USA and the world.
She also shared that while she is excited about the call it is important to know that she did not make
the decision lightly. Pastor Heidi is humbled and because she believes that the extension of a
congregation’s call is the outer affirmation of the inner call to be a servant of our Triune God through
ministry of Word and Sacrament. She expresses her gratitude for the faithful diligence of the congregation and the Call Committee who “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to
the breaking of the bread and the prayers”. She is also deeply aware that together we will be entering into
a relationship in which we will share our lives with each other. “We will walk through the various seasons in life together, all the while keeping grace and Christ in the center”.
She leans on our Lord Jesus Christ who “is my strength and shield; my heart trust in Him, and He
helps me” (Psalm 28:7-8). It is on the sure foundation of God’s unambiguous and infallible Word and
by the command Jesus gave to His disciples when He said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:18b-20) that she looks
forward to being with us.
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SUNDAY OF THE REFORMATION
There is power in the truth. Jesus told his disciples that if they stay in his Word then
they will know the truth and the truth will set them free. In a culture where truth is so
often subjective, it is comforting and empowering to trust in the truth of Christ which is
the ultimate truth. We are free because we know the truth of God that is revealed in
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

That Word above all earthly powers,
No thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through
Him who with us sideth: Let goods and
kindred go, This mortal life also;
The body they may kill: God’s truth
abideth still, His Kingdom is forever.
~ Martin Luther ~
A Mighty Fortress is Our God
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