Welcome
2nd Sunday in Lent
March 8, 2020

UNION LUTHERAN CHURCH
4770 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury, NC 28146
(704) 636-5092 ~ http://ulcsalisbury.org
9:30 a.m. Sunday School ~ 10:30 a.m. Worship
Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor -pastor@ulcsalisbury.org
(815) 883-4883
Rev. T. C. Plexico, Pastor Emeritus
Organist: Tina Brown - organist@ulcsalisbury.org
Staff Support: Genevieve Baker - office@ulcsalisbury.org
Facility Manager: Phil Cauble (704) 213-0646 - sexton@ulcsalisbury.org
A congregation of the North American Lutheran Church
Christ Centered - Mission Driven - Traditionally Grounded - Congregationally Focused

ORDER OF SERVICE - SETTING ONE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

Walther

Please stand as you are able.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen
P

C

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P
C

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

C

HYMN

Beneath the Cross of Jesus

LBW 107

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
LBW = Lutheran Book of Worship (green book)
WOV = With One Voice (blue book)
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KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE IS OMITTED DURING LENT
3

THE SALUTATION
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of your humble
servants and stretch forth the right hand of your majesty to be our defense
against all our enemies. Grant this, we pray, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C
Amen
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 12:1-9
1
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and
Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.
5
And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that
they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go
to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through
the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were
in the land. 7Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give
this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8From there
he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on
the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the
name of the Lord. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.
Here ends the reading.

4

Psalm 121 (sung in unison)
1
I lift up my eyes | to the hills;
from where is my | help to come?
2
My help comes | from the Lord,
the maker of heav- | en and earth.
3
He will not let your | foot be moved
and he who watches over you will not | fall asleep.
4
Behold, he who keeps watch | over Israel
shall neither slum- | ber nor sleep;
5
The Lord himself watches | over you;
the Lord is your shade at | your right hand,
6
So that the sun shall not strike | you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
7
The Lord shall preserve you | from all evil;
it is he who shall | keep you safe.
8
The Lord shall watch over your going out and your | coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore.
SECOND LESSON: Romans 4:1-8, 13-17
1
What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh?
2
For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before
God. 3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to
him as righteousness.” 4Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift
but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the blessing
of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7“Blessed are those
whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8blessed is the man
against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 13For the promise to Abraham and his
offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through
the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs,
faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no
law there is no transgression. 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring — not only to the adherent of
the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,
17
as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations” — in the presence of the
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist.
Here ends the reading.
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Please stand as you are able.

LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 3rd chapter.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
1
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
3
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind
blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus
said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of
Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak
of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our
testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life. 16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him.”
P
The Gospel of the Lord
C
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Please be seated.

SERMON

Pastor Heidi Punt

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Baptized in Water

WOV 693

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
THE PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
Please be seated.

OFFERING

SPECIAL MUSIC

It Is Well With My Soul

arr. Helvey

Please stand as you are able.

LENTEN OFFERTORY

P
C

Let us pray. Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us-ourselves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
8

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P

It is indeed right and salutary….we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

9

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
All who are baptized and believe Christ is truly present within the elements of the bread and wine are
welcome to God’s table. Today we receive the sacrament by way of “intinction.” After receiving the
wafer, dip it into the wine. Grape juice is provided for anyone who is not able to receive the wine.

10

LAMB OF GOD

HYMN DURING COMMUNION

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

LBW 479

Please stand as you are able.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C
Amen
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LENTEN POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

P
C

Let us pray
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

BLESSING
P
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C
Amen
HYMN
P
C

Blessed Assurance

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
12

WOV 699

Text, Tune, and/or Arr. used by permission
- Augsburg Fortress license #10475 & CCLI license #11080954
Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), Sola Online Worship Resource Site
Permission is granted to active subscribers for local congregational use.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER...
Nursing Home Residents - Brenda Mahaley, Pat & Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, Jane
Peeler, and Zarah Plyler (Autumn Care), Betty Herion and Jean Ray (Brookdale), Bob
Wilhelm (The Meadows-Rockwell), Betty Denker (Trinity Oaks, Apt. 123B)
Homebound Members - Mary Brady, Rachel Earnhardt, Jean Kluttz, Gladys Morgan,
Frances Norris, Billy Waller, and Michael Walton
Sick/Surgery/Recovery - Bill Broadway, Rev. Tom Corbell, Kiki Deaton, Glenn Eagle,
Ruth Goodman, Bob Goodwin, Linda Hartley, Tommy Kerns, Teressa Kesler, Pat
Kluttz, Eric Miller, Donnie Miller, Harold Miller, Grace Morgan, Ruth Myers, Karen
Plyler, Larry Shepherd, Effie Vellines, and Ronald Vellines
Continual Prayer - Vonnie Agner, Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Evonne
Batten (mother of Lisa Morgan), Yvette Bates (coworker of Karen Barringer), Jim Byrd,
Vanna Calloway (friend of Kat Clifton), Donna Collins (friend of Sharon Leazer),
Robert Cook (uncle of Lisa Morgan), Ophelia Curlee (sister-in-law of Grace Morgan),
Karen DeMunbrun (Niece of Grace Morgan), June Fraley, Teresa Frank (Pam Vellines
cousin), Marie Gorapic (sister of Linda Spencer), Tamara Honeycutt, Edna & John
McCollough (friends of Jennifer & Scott Curlee), Shelia Mulkey, Della Morgan (mother
of Pam Vellines), Hong Nguyen (Pete Nguyen’s mother), John Oddie, Jr. (brother of
Ruby Leazer and Ruth Myers), Robert Parker (brother of Jimmy Parker), Jamie
Troutman (son of Joan Troutman), Justin West and David Mitchell (friends of Pete
Nguyen)
Remember in Prayer List Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names correctly. Please let us
know if a correction is needed or you would like a name added/or returned to the list. If there is a name
that can be removed, please contact the church office with that information as well. In an effort to keep
the list current, we will update/remove prayer requests on a monthly basis, with the exception of known
prolonged/ongoing issues. Thank you!

During the month of March the loose offering will be given to the Social Ministry
Fund (3/1), Gerald Bame Scholarship Fund (3/8), Building and Repair Fund (3/15), and
Lutheridge Scholarship Fund (3/22), and Mission Church or Special Offering (3/29).
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T h e w e e k l y M es s e n g er
Today’s Activities (March 8):
9:30 a.m. Confirmation ~ 9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
3:00 p.m. Church Council
5:00 p.m. Little Lutherans and Quest Youth (Salem)
During Lent, instead of flowers on the Altar bare branches are given to the Glory of
God in observance of the Lenten season.

This Week’s Activities:
Wed, Mar 11
Thurs, Mar12
Fri, Mar13-Sun, Mar 15

7:00 p.m. Lenten Vespers (see back page)
7:00 p.m. Scouts
10:00 a.m. Good Timers
Carolinas Youth Retreat at SeaBrook, SC

Next Sunday’s Activities (March 15):
9:30 a.m. Confirmation ~ 9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion
Our youth will be returning from the Carolinas Youth Retreat at SeaBrook, SC

Lessons for Next Week:
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95:1-9; Romans 5:1-8; John 4:5-26 [27-30, 39-42]
We are happy to have Rev. Tom Corbell as our Guest Pastor on Wednesday, March 18,
while Pastor Heidi Punt is away on her Haiti Mission Trip.

If you are interested in joining a Safety & Security Team, please contact Pete
Nguyen (704) 223-2270.
14

Those Serving in March:
Acolytes: Felisaty and Dusty Morgan
Altar Guild: Vivian Sprinkle and Patsy Lyerly
Communion Assistants: Tara Davis and Vivian Sprinkle
Lay Readers: Dusty Morgan Family
Ushers: Mike Cauble, Phil Cauble (HU), Elbert Kluttz, and Ronald Vellines

The Worship & Music Committee invites you to help us bring spring in the Sanctuary
this Easter. As we make our way through Lent to the glory of Easter morning we look
forward to a bright and colorful display of Gerbers. The cost per 1.5 gallon planter
flower is $10. Please make checks payable to Union Lutheran Church and at the
memo line mark Flowers.
Please return you form to the church office, drop off in the mail or offering plate, by
Wednesday, April 1.
In Honor of ____________________________________________________________
In Memory of ___________________________________________________________
By ___________________________________________________________________
How many flowers? ________
Amount $_________
Deadline is Wednesday, April 1.
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LENT 2020 “BY HIS WOUNDS WE ARE HEALED”

March 4-April 1 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
The innocent Son of God had no sins of his own for which he deserved to die, yet his
enemies falsely accused him of violating every commandment of God. In each service
in this series we will see that it was our sin, our disobedience, that Jesus bore in his
body on the cross. The Lord laid on him “the iniquity of us all.” Jesus suffered the penalty of death in our place, and “by his wounds we are healed.”
WEEK 1: THE WOUNDS OF VIOLATING THE SABBATH (March 4)
In this service for Week 1 of Lent, we remember that the wounds of violating the
Sabbath we committed against our Lord were laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten
observance reminds us that though we have been brought low by sin, our Lord will
bless us with new life in him through the cross.
WEEK 2: THE WOUNDS OF DISHONORING AUTHORITY (March 11)
In this service for Week 2 of Lent, we remember that the wounds of dishonoring
authority we committed against our Lord were laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten
observance reminds us that though we have been brought low by sin, our Lord will
bless us with new life in him through the cross.
WEEK 3: THE WOUNDS OF MURDER (March 18)
In this service for Week 3 of Lent, we remember that the wounds of murder and
violence we committed against our Lord were laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten
observance reminds us that though we have been brought low by sin, our Lord will
bless us with new life in him through the cross.
WEEK 4: THE WOUNDS OF ADULTERY (March 25)
In this service for Week 4 of Lent, we remember that the wounds of adultery and unfaithfulness we committed against our Lord were laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten observance reminds us that though we have been brought low by sin, our Lord will
bless us with new life in him through the cross.
WEEK 5: THE WOUNDS OF STEALING (April 1)
In this service for Week 5 of Lent, we remember that the wounds of stealing and dishonesty we committed against our Lord were laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten
observance reminds us that though we have been brought low by sin, our Lord will
bless us with new life in him through the cross.

Please note the following change: there will be no Mid-Week Lenten Suppers prior
to Vespers.

16

