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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS        Kay Morgan 
 
Prelude                  Away in a Manger, by James R Murray  and   setting   by   Cathy Mokelbust.  

      The Youth  Handbell Choir 
 
Please stand: 
 

Gathering Hymn                            Angles We Have Heard on High                   LBW 71 
 

Dialogue                  Steve Walton 
 

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
By day and night he shines for all to see. 
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 
that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Jesus is the light of our lives. 
Sing to God a new song! 
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
 
Opening Prayer                 Steve Walton 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us in our dark-
ness— a beam of light that shines through Jesus. Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn 
of all creation. Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. Fill us with the wonder and 
joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts. Amen. 
 

(Please be seated and remain seated during the hymns unless asked to stand.) 
  
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 (ESV)                                                                     Elbert Kluttz                                                                                                         
 
1  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2  The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters. 3  And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4  And 
God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5  God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day….  



14  And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from 
the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15  and let them 
be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16  And 
God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 
the night—and the stars. 17  And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on 
the earth, 18  to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the dark-
ness. And God saw that it was good.  
 
Hymn      I Wonder as I Wander                WOV 642 

    I wonder as I wander out under the sky    
  How Jesus the Saviour did come for to die 

  For poor ordinary people like you and like I; 
  I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

 

   When Mary birthed Jesus 'twas in a cow's stall 
 With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all 

But high from God's heaven, a star's light did fall 
 And the promise of ages it then did recall. 

 

 I wonder as I wander out under the sky 
How Jesus the Saviour did come for to die 
For poor on'ry people like you and like I; 

  I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 
 

Second Reading: Micah 5:1-5 (ESV)                   Kat Clifton 
1   Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid against us; with a rod they 
strike the judge of Israel on the cheek. 2   But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little 
to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in 
Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 3  Therefore he shall give them 
up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall 
return to the people of Israel. 4  And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of 
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for 
now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 5  And he shall be their peace.  
 
Hymn             O Little Town of Bethlehem                 LBW 41 
 
Third Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38 (ESV)           Abbey Deaton 

26  In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Naza-
reth, 27  to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And 
the virgin’s name was Mary. 28  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 



Lord is with you!” 29  But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort 
of greeting this might be. 30  And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus. 32  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33  and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34  And Mary said to the    
angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35  And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 38  And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of 
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.  
 
Hymn           Lo, How a Rose Is Growing                                                   LBW 58 
 
Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 (ESV)               Brad Huffman 
18  Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been      
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19  And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame,         
resolved to divorce her quietly. 20  But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21  She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22  All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24  When    
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 
25  but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.  
 
Hymn       In The Bleak Midwinter.     SBH (Red Hymnal) 36 

 
In the bleak mid-winter, frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

Snow on snow, in the bleak mid-winter 
Long ago. 

 
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him 

Nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign: 

In the bleak mid-winter a stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, 

Jesus Christ. 
 



What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb, 
If I were a wise man I would do my part, 

Yet what I can I give Him, 
Give my heart. 

 
Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8-20            Mary Hutchens 
8  And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10  And the angel said to them, “Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11  For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12  And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13  And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14  “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 15  When 
the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16  And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17  And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning 
this child. 18  And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19  But Mary 
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20  And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Hymn        Angels, From the Realms of Glory                    LBW 50 
 
Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1-12          Kevin Huffman 
1  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2  saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3  When Herod the 
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4  and assembling all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5  They 
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6  “‘And you, O Bethle-
hem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 
come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7  Then Herod summoned the wise men 
secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8  And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, 
bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9  After listening to the king, they went 
on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it 
came to rest over the place where the child was. 10  When they saw the star, they rejoiced   
exceedingly with great joy.  
11  And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 



worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. 12  And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their 
own country by another way.  
 

Hymn         We Three Kings of Orient Are                                               WOV 646 
 

 We three kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain 
following yonder star 

 

Refrain: 
O Star of wonder, star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 

Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to thy Perfect Light 

 

Frankincense to offer have I 
Incense owns a Deity nigh 

Prayer and praising, all men raising 
Worship Him, God most high. Refrain: 

 

Glorious now behold Him arise 
King and God and Sacrifice 

Alleluia, Alleluia  
Earth to heav'n replies. Refrain: 

 

Seventh Reading: John 1:1-14                         Ellie Wilhelm 
1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2  He 
was in the beginning with God. 3  All things were made through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 4  In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5  The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6  There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John. 7  He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8  He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
9  The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10  He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He came to 
his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12  But to all who did receive him, who be-
lieved in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13  who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14  And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the       
Father, full of grace and truth.   
(Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory given! Word of the 
Father, now in flesh appearing! O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord). 



Please stand:  Hymn   Oh, Come All Ye Faithful      LBW 45 
 
Prayer of the Day:                Steve Walton  

  

Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son to take our nature and be born of 
the Virgin Mary. Grant that we, having been redeemed and made your children by grace, may 
daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Responsive Prayer                 Steve Walton 
 

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 
Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to sing for joy with the angels. 
In the brightness of his life 
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. 
Amen. 
 

The Offering 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



Blessing 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
You are the shepherds telling the story. 
We tell it in the streets and across the land. 
You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving. 
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures. 
You are the angels announcing peace. 
We live with joy and go now in peace. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
Sending Hymn    Go Tell It on the Mountain              LBW 70 
 
Holy Communion will be offered at the back of the Fellowship Hall following the service for 
those who would like to receive the Sacrament. The elements of Bread and Wine were        
consecrated by Pastor Corbell on Christmas Eve. 

Liturgist: Steve Walton  

Readers for this service: Kat Clifton, Abbey Deaton, Brad Huffman, Kevin Huffman  

Mary Hutchens, Elbert Kluttz and Ellie Wilhelm 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lessons for Next Week: 
        1 Kings 3:4-15; Psalm 119:97-104; Ephesians 1:3-14; Luke 2:40-52  
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Nursing Home Residents -   Pat Kluttz, Brenda Mahaley, Jane Peeler, Zarah Plyler, Pat & 
Wayne Miller, Ruth Monroe, and Gladys Morgan (Autumn Care), Bob Wilhelm (The Mead-
ows-Rockwell), Jean Ray and Betty Herion (Brookdale), Ed & Betty Denker (Trinity Oaks, Apt. 
123B).  
 

Homebound Members -  Jean Kluttz, Ray Chambers, Mary Brady, Rachel Earnhardt, Billy 
Waller, Michael Walton, and Frances Norris.   
 

Sick/Surgery/Recovery— Josh Eagle, Ruth Myers, Teressa Kesler,  Linda Hartley, Phoebe & 
Marvin Nunn, Bob Goodwin, Glenn  Eagle, Donnie Miller, Pat Kluttz, Larry Shepherd, Harold 
Miller, Grace Morgan, Effie Vellines, Lynn Coughenour, Karen Plyler, Tommy Kerns, Eric     
Miller, Bill Broadway.  
 

Continual Prayer – Edna & John McCollough, friends of Jennifer & Scott Curlee, Jamie Trout-
man (son of Joan Troutman), Shelia Mulkey,  June Fraley, Tamara Honeycutt, Teresa Frank, 
(Pam Vellines cousin), Yvette Bates (coworker of Karen Barringer),  Marie Gorapic, (sister of 
Linda Spencer), Vanna Calloway, friend of Kat Clifton, Ophelia Curlee (sister-in-law of Grace 
Morgan), Karen DeMunbrun (Niece of Grace Morgan), Hong Nguyen (Pete Nguyen’s mother),  

Justin West and David Mitchell (friends of Pete Nguyen), Robert Parker (brother of Jimmy Par-
ker), Pat  Miller,   (friend of Jan Huffman), Della Morgan (mother of Pam Vellines), Nancy 
Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Donna Collins (friend of Sharon Leazer), Evonne Batten 
(mother of Lisa Morgan), Robert Cook (uncle of Lisa Morgan).  
 
 ASSISTANTS SERVING SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER 2019 
 

Acolytes:   Jordan and Mallory Eagle 
Lay Reader:  Steve Walton                                     
Ushers: Phil Cauble (HU), Mike Cauble, Larry Barringer, Don Davis 
 

LOOSE OFFERING:    Immanuel Lutheran Church—Sumter, SC 29150 
 

ASSISTANTS SERVING SUNDAYS IN JANUARY 2020 
 

Acolytes:    
Lay Readers:  Deena Lanning and Karen Morgan       
Communion Assistants: Cathy Kluttz Painther and Robyn Arey                              
Ushers: Phil and Linda Cauble, Mike and Brenda Cauble, Frank and Dawn Merrell 
 

 



WEEKLY EVENTS: 
 

Sun. Dec. 29   10:30  am Worship & Holy Communion—Lessons & Carols 
      MESSENGER DEADLINE 
Wed. Jan 1   HAVE A BLESSED AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Thur. Jan. 2                        11:00 am Messenger Crew 
Next Sunday Jan. 5  9:30 am Sunday School 
             10:30 am Worship and Holy Communion 
 
 

UP COMING EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO IN JANUARY, 2020 
Mark your calendars for  these events. 

 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2020—Chicken Casserole & vegetables dinner starting at 5:30 pm 
         Donations accepted for the Narthex Project 
      See full details attached. 
 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY  12, 2020—Immediately following service 
      Dedication of the Narthex Expansion of  
         Union Lutheran Church 
 
 
       
         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                

FLYER FOR FUND RAISER ON WEDNESDAY NIGHT,  
JANUARY 8TH 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


