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 Union Lutheran Church Homecoming Worship Service 

The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost               August 11, 2019 

With One Voice – Bread of Life – Setting 5 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                   Kay Morgan 

PRELUDE    How Firm a Foundation” - Renfrow 

Call to Worship and Confession of Sins  

P. Welcome in, 
C. We have come home. 
P. Come with your load of troubles, 
C. Carry in your bundle of doubts. 
P. Bring them home 
C. To a place of healing, 
P. To a community of forgiveness, 
C. To this family of Union Lutheran. 
P. Bring them home to God: 
C. A God who cares, 
P. Who lightens our load, 
P. Who gives us rest, 
L. Who gives us hope for the future,  

     courage for each day, a song for this moment. 

L. On this Homecoming Sunday we acknowledge our continuing need of a Savior  

    and a Redeemer.  

                                              (Silence for personal confession.) 
 

C. Father, we have come home to Union today. Our sin is that we don't come home to 
You as we ought to. We sin by thinking we are so self-sufficient and make decisions with 
our mouths without folding our hands in prayer. We are like the people in Jesus' day 
who thought they were self-sufficient and didn't need a Savior. We remember Jesus say-
ing: Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 
to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you were not willing! Forgive our unwillingness to submit to 
Your will. By Your Spirit, touch us anew with Your forgiving Spirit that we might walk 
with You in newness of life. 
 

    (Pronouncement of absolution and forgiveness.) 

 

HYMN     Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation    WOV 747 



P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE     Glory to God                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Almighty and merciful God, only by your gift of grace can the faithful offer service that 

is worthy of you and deserving of praise. Keep us from stumbling as we run to receive 
your promises; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

CHILDREN’S SERMON          Pastor Tonya Kesler Brittain 
 

FIRST LESSON            Genesis 15:1-6   

  1 The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; 
your reward shall be very great.” 2 But  said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I 
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, 
“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my 
heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; 
your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look to-
ward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 
him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him 
as righteousness.   

 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 33:12-22    (Sung in unison) 
 

  12  Happy is the nation whose God | is the Lord!*  
    happy the people he has chosen to | be his own!  
  13  The Lord looks | down from heaven,*  
    and beholds all the people | in the world.  
  14  From where he sits enthroned he | turns his gaze*  
    on all who dwell | on the earth.  
  15  He fashions all the | hearts of them*  
    and understands | all their works.  
  16  There is no king that can be saved by a | mighty army;*   
    a strong man is not delivered by |  his great strength.  



  17  The horse is a vain hope | for deliverance;*  

    for all its strength it | cannot save.  

 18  Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon | those who fear him,*  
   on those who wait up- | on his love,  
 19  To pluck their | lives from death,*  
   and to feed them in | time of famine.  
 20  Our soul waits | for the Lord;*  
   he is our help | and our shield.  
 21  Indeed, our heart rejoic- | es in him,*  
   for in his holy name we | put our trust.  
 22  Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, | be upon us,*  
   as we have put our | trust in you. 

 

  SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 11:1-16 

  1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 
For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand 
that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made 
out of things that are visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacri-
fice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him 
by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5 By faith 
Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because 
God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased 
God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near 
to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7 By faith 
Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear con-
structed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and 
became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 8 By faith Abraham obeyed 
when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And 
he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the land of 
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the 
same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God. 11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, 
even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 
12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as 
many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore. 13These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but hav-
ing seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were 
strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For people who speak thus make it clear that 
they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of that land from which 
they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they  



desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th  chapter 12:22-34 [35-40] 
 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 22{Jesus} said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, 
what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23For life is more than 
food, and the body more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor 
reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much 
more value are you than the birds! 25And which of you by being anxious can add a 
single hour to his span of life? 26If then you are not able to do as small a thing as 
that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little 
faith! 29And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be wor-
ried. 30For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows 
that you need them. 31Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to 
you. 32Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the king-
dom. 33Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with money-
bags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no 
thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also. [35Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like 
men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that 



 they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are 
those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he 
will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and 
serve them. 38If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, 
blessed are those servants! 39But know this, that if the master of the house had 
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be bro-
ken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.”] 

C. Praise to you, O Christ 
 

THE SERMON                            Awake and Alive                         Pastor Tonya Kesler Brittain 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 Here In This Place                                                     WOV  718 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

            I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   Creator of heaven and earth. 
  

            I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power  of the Holy            
               Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and seated 
    at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  

            I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy Catholic Church, 
    the communion saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 



ANTHEM   Sing Joyful Praise!  -  Mary Lynn Lightfoot      Chancel Choir 

Please stand as able. 

OFFERTORY     Let the Vineyards 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A  Let us pray.  Blessed are you, 
C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
 these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to 
 the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave 
 himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PREFACE 
 It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 

and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day over-
came death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of ev-
erlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

 
THE SANCTUS                            Holy, Holy, Holy    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THE COMMUNION PRAYER  (Option 2)  

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 



Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
   

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 
that by this Holy Communion we may know 
the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever 

C. Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                    Chancel Choir 
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray; 
 

Please be seated 

THE COMMUNION 
 All who are baptized and believe Christ is truly present within the elements of the bread 
 and wine are welcome to God’s table.  Today we receive the sacrament by way of 
 “intinction.”  After receiving the wafer, dip it into the wine.  Grape juice is provided for  
 anyone who is not  able to receive the wine. 
 

THE AGNUS DEI    Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMNS DURING HOLY COMMUNION 

  Eat This Bread    WOV 709 
                       O Lord, Hear My Prayer   WOV 772 
 

Please stand 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  grace. 
C Amen. 
 

 POST COMMUNION CANTICLE    Thankful Hearts 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THE PRAYER                                      
 

  Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our  

  Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide 
  in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and 
  forever. 

C Amen. 
 



THE BENEDICTION 
 

SENDING HYMN                                  O, Christ the Same                                           WOV 778 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

   We walk outside to the front of the church for the Groundbreaking Ceremony. 
                  Bulletin inside back cover 

 
TODAY’S HOMECOMING FLOWERS are to the Glory of God and to welcome                                    
everyone, especially Pastor Tonya Kesler Brittain, home. 
  

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Nursing Home Residents -      Brenda Mahaley, Jane Peeler, Zarah Plyler, Pat and Wayne 
Miller, Ruth Monroe, and Jean Ray (Autumn Care), Bob Wilhelm (The Meadows of Rock-
well), Ed & Betty Denker (Trinity Oaks, Apt. 123B).  
 

Homebound Members - Ray Chambers, Mary Brady, Rachel Earnhardt, Billy Waller, Betty 
Goodwin, Michael Walton, and Frances Norris.   
 

Sick/Surgery/Recovery—Jean Kluttz, Ruby Leazer, Tam Honeycutt, Teressa Kesler, William 
Page, Phoebe Nunn, Bob Goodwin, Glenn Eagle, Donnie Miller, Pat Kluttz, Steve Hutchens, 
Larry Shepherd, Harold Miller, Susan & John Knight, Grace Morgan, Effie Vellines, Lynn 
Coughenour, Karen Plyler, Tommy Kerns, Eric Miller, Bill Broadway.  
 

Continual Prayer – Shelia Mulkey, June Fraley, Dawn  Merrell, Marvin Nunn, Yvette Bates 
(coworker of Karen Barringer), Marie Gorapic, (sister of Linda Spencer), Carol Cauble, 
(sister of Judy Walton), Vanna Calloway, friend of Kat Clifton, Ophelia Curlee (sister-in-law 
of Grace Morgan), Karen DeMunbrun (Niece of Grace Morgan), Hong Nguyen (Pete Ngu-
yen’s mother), Justin West and David Mitchell (friends of Pete Nguyen), Robert Parker 
(brother of Jimmy Parker), Pat  Miller,  Benny Myers (friends of Jan Huffman), Della Morgan 
(mother of Pam Vellines), Nancy Ballew (mother of Kat Clifton), Marc & Donna Collins 
(friends of Sharon Leazer), Evonne Batten (mother of Lisa Morgan), Robert Cook (uncle of 
Lisa Morgan).  

 

ASSISTANTS SERVING DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST, 2019 

Acolytes:   Felisaty and Dusty Morgan  Lay Reader:  Ruby Leazer 
Communion Assistants:  Vivian Sprinkle and Jan Huffman 
Ushers:  Phil Cauble (HU), Wade Leazer, Larry Barringer, and Frank Merrell 
 

Today’s Loose Offering:  Cemetery Fund  
 

WEEKLY EVENTS: 
Mon. Aug. 12 9:30 am Great Commission Meeting  
   6:00 pm Executive Meeting           7:00 pm Council Meeting 
Wed. Aug 14 7:00 pm Scouts      7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
Fri. Aug  16  5:00 pm Game Night 
Next Sun. Aug. 18   9:30 am Sunday School   10:30 am Worship & Holy Communion 



    
Union Lutheran Church, Salisbury, NC 

The Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Expansion of the Narthex,  

the Refurbishing of the Church Steeple,  

and making the Entrance entirely Handicapped Accessible 
 

August 11, 2019 – Homecoming Sunday 
 

Pastor Corbell: Brothers and sisters in Christ: We have come together to seek God's blessing as 
we set apart this ground for the additions to the Narthex. 
 

 Brad Huffman: A reading from the book of Exodus: Moses was keeping the flock of his father-
in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, 
the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a 
bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, "I must 
turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up." When the Lord 
saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And 
he said, "Here I am." Then he said, "Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground."   Exodus 3:1-7 
  

The Blessing of the Ground and the Congregation: 
 

P.  The Lord be with you. 
 

C: And also with you. 
 

 A.  Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You fill the entire world 
with your presence; your name is to be hallowed through all the earth. Bless all those who 
have worked or contributed to provide the site which today we set apart for the expansion of 
the narthex, the refurbishing of the Church Steeple, and handicapped entrance into the 
church.  May this be a place where all may come to know the presence of Christ, experience 
the joy of his friendship, and grow in his love. 
 

P: May your gracious blessing, O Lord, descend like the dew from heaven upon this place and 
upon all who shall gather here. You have given us joy in a work begun in your name; may we 
soon celebrate your presence in this place, and in the time to come, praise you forever in our 
eternal home; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen 
 
 Breaking of the Ground: 

  (Tommy and Joan Kerns and John Cauble) 
 

 



 

 Breaking of the Ground: 

(Tommy and Joan Kerns and John Cauble) 
 

P. With faith in Jesus Christ, this work is begun and this ground is broken in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 P.  O Lord our God, your every good work has its beginning. Grant that what we have under-
taken this day to the glory of your name may be successfully completed to the good of all 
your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

Homecoming Lunch Blessing and Dismissal - Pastor Brittain 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Home! We welcome everyone to Union Lutheran’s 2019 Homecoming service. We 
extend a special welcome to Pastor Tonya Kesler Brittain and her husband Gene this morn-
ing. Tonya is a daughter of Union Lutheran. She is the pastor of First English Church NALC in 
Maryville, Ohio. We thank Tonya for sharing in this special Homecoming and Groundbreaking 
Service today! 



Dan Selbo elected bishop
The Rev. Dan Selbo was elected bishop of the
North American Lutheran Church by the 2019
NALC Convocation on Friday, August 9, in
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Bishop Selbo currently serves as pastor of St.
Timothy’s Lutheran Church in San Jose,
California. He holds Masters of Divinity and
Doctor of Ministry degrees from Luther
Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota.

Bishop Selbo was elected on the fourth ballot over the Rev. Dr. Eric
Riesen, pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Ashland, Ohio. The
Convocation narrowed the list of candidates from 14 nominees to
four on the first ballot on Thursday. The four finalists were Pastor
Riesen, the Rev. Dr. David Wendel of Jacksonville, Florida, assistant
to the bishop for ministry and ecumenism, and the Rev. Dr. Amy
Schifrin, president of the North American Lutheran Seminary in
Ambridge, Pennsylvania.

More than 800 delegates and visitors gathered August 7-9 for the
2019 Convocation and Mission Festival around the theme,
“Walking by the Spirit with the Fruit of the Spirit.”

A Thursday night banquet honored Bishop John Bradosky for his
service to the Church. Bishop Bradosky is retiring and did not seek
reelection. The banquet featured the Rev. Dr. Malcolm Guite, a
poet, priest and singer from Cambridge, England. 

Bishop Selbo was installed as bishop during the closing worship of
the Convocation, but his four-year term officially begins October 1.

The Mission Festival that preceded the Convocation highlighted
the NALC’s relationship with Lutherans in Ethiopia and Tanzania. 
The Rev. Dr. Alex Mkumbo, bishop of the Central Diocese of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, and the Rev. Yonas
Yigezu, president of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane
Yesus, were featured speakers for the Mission Festival. They also
brought greetings to the Convocation and took part in the
installation service for Bishop Selbo.
 
The Mission Festival also featured a variety of breakout sessions to
equip members for mission.

Other Elections: The Rev. Bassam Abdallah of Prospect, Kentucky,
and Scott Kramer of Boerne, Texas, were elected to four-year
terms on the Executive Council. The Rev. Jennifer Gold of Helotes,
Texas, and the Rev. Leslie Haines of Fort Wayne, Indiana, were
elected to the Court of Adjudication. 

2020 budgets were approved. The Convocation approved a $2.2
million Operating Budget for the NALC. Budgets were also
approved for the church’s designated funds: $723,000 for the
Theological Education Fund (which includes the North American
Lutheran Seminary); $197,500 for the Great Commission Fund; and
$123,500 for the Disaster Response Fund. Most of the budgets
anticipate spending some cash reserves. 

A new NALC Global Worker, the Rev. Heidi Punt of Christ United
Lutheran Church in Granite Falls, North Carolina, was commissioned
for service in Haiti with Sundouloi Ministries (SMI Haiti).

Reports of the work of the NALC’s staff, teams, task forces,
ministries and ministry partners were warmly received.

Events preceding the Convocation were the Mission Festival,
Braaten-Benne Lectures in Theology, Women of the NALC Annual
Gathering and the Ventures in Youth Ministry Symposium. The
Convocation and the events preceding it comprise the NALC’s
annual Lutheran Week.

Documents, photos and videos from the Convocation and other
events of Lutheran Week will be posted at lutheranweek.com.
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