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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*Please stand if you are able 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

 L. Welcome to the celebration! 
 

C. We come to proclaim what angels proclaimed on the first Christmas.  
  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace to everyone. 
 

 L. Welcome to this continued celebration Christmas. 
 

 C. We come to worship the Christ. This baby of God is the Messiah for the world 
  and the Savior of us all. 
 

 L. We begin our worship in the name of God, our Father, Jesus, our Savior, and our 
  comforter the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
*HYMN                        Angels We Have Heard on High         LBW 71 
 
 
*We Confess Our Need For A Savior 
 

            All       We confess we are people in need of a savior.  We have been to the manger 
but  we serve other gods.  We have seen the star but we look in other places 
for our salvation.  We have said “yes” to the baby Jesus but we say “no” to the 
suffering servant calling us to commitment.  Forgive our sin and give us a new   

      beginning. 
 

    (Silence for personal confession of sins) 
 

                L.       The God of all the universe has turned creation toward Bethlehem, to see a  
         lowly manger where Jesus began His life of servanthood and suffering.  This   

   humble baby comes as the Christ to save everyone from their sin and               
  separation.  Today we join the angels singing, “Glory to God in the Highest” as 

our forgiveness is given through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

           C. Thanks be to the Child of Bethlehem  -  Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
*HYMN       Oh, Come All Ye Faithful    LBW 45 
 
 



FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 9:2-7   Ruby Leazer 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shined.  3 You have multiplied the nation; you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad 
when they divide the spoil.  4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, 
the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  5 For every boot of 
the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned 
as fuel for the fire.  6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it 
and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forever-
more. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL       Lo, How a Rose is Growing          LBW 58 
      (Verses 1 and 2) 
 
 
SECOND LESSON  Micah 5:2-5a Karen Morgan 
  

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from 
of old, from ancient days.  3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she 
who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people 
of Israel.  4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall 
be great to the ends of the earth.  5 And he shall be their peace.  

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL      O Little Town of Bethlehem                     LBW 41 
      (Verses  1 and 2) 
 
 



THIRD LESSON  Luke 1:26-38 Deena Lanning 
   

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Naza-
reth,  27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virgin's name was Mary.  28 And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!"  29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to 
discern what sort of greeting this might be.  30 And the angel said to her, "Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  31 And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.  32 He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his father David,  33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his king-
dom there will be no end."  34 And Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since I am 
a virgin?"  35 And the angel answered her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy- the Son of God.  36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has  
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren.  37 For 
nothing will be impossible with God."  38 And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of 
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.  

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*CAROL       What Child Is This            LBW 40 
 
 
FOURTH LESSON  Luke 2:1-7 Eddie Morgan 

 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be reg-
istered.  2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  3 And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town.  4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David,  5 to be registered with Mary, his be-
trothed, who was with child.  6 And while they were there, the time came for her to 
give birth.  7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  
 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 



CAROL         Away in a Manger           LBW 67 
 
 
FIFTH LESSON  Luke 2:8-20 Elbert Kluttz 
 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with fear.  10 And the angel said to them, "Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people.  11 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  12 And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in 
a manger."  13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying,  14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom he is pleased!"  15 When the angels went away from them into heav-
en, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us."  16 And they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  17 And when they 
saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.  18 
And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  19 But Mary treasured 
up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  20 And the shepherds returned, glori-
fying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL    Angels, from the Realms of Glory          LBW 50 
 
 
SIXTH LESSON  Luke 2:21-35 Tara Davis 

 
And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name 
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.  22 And when the time came 
for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem 
to present him to the Lord  23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every male who 
first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord")  24 and to offer a sacrifice accord-
ing to what is said in the Law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons."  
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him.  26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and 



when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of 
the Law,  28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,  29 "Lord, now you are 
letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word;  30 for my eyes have seen 
your salvation  31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  32 a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel."  33 And his father and his 
mother marveled at what was said about him.  34 And Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Isra-
el, and for a sign that is opposed  35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul al-
so), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed."  

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CAROL           Infant Holy, Infant Lowly         LBW 44 
 
 
SEVENTH LESSON  John 1:1-14              Mary Elizabeth Earnhardt
  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2 
He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made.  4 In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men.  5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  6 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7 He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.  8 He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.  9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.  10 He was in the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him.  11 He came to his own, and his own people did 
not receive him.  12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God,  13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.  

 
L The Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*CAROL     Good Christian Friends, Rejoice         LBW 55  
 
 



*NICENE CREED 
 

 C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
          maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

      We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
              eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
              true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
              of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. 
          For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 
              by the power of the Holy Spirit 
               he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
               he suffered death and was buried. 
          On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
               he ascended into heaven 
               and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
               and his kingdom will have no end. 
     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
               who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
          With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
               He has spoken through the prophets. 
          We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
          We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
          We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
               and the life of the world to come. 
          Amen. 

 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 

OFFERTORY       It Came Upon the Midnight Clear—arr. Roubos           Piano 
    
 
 
 
 



*The Lord’s Prayer 
  
 C. Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. 
  Amen. 

 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
 L. The Lord bless us and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine on you 
        and be gracious to you 
  The Lord look upon you with favor 
        and give you peace. 
 C. Amen. 
 
 
*HYMN              Go Tell It on the Mountain          LBW 70 
 
 
*DISMISSAL 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE      
      

*      *     *     *     *     *     *     * 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION WILL BE OFFERED AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE BY THE LAY 
MINISTERS FOR THOSE WHOU WOULD LIKE TO REMAIN AND RECEIVE IT. 

 


